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Abstract: Dramatic dialogues convey implied meanings that go beyond
the literal meanings of the words characters speak. A pragmatic approach
of analysis secks to uncover the implied meanings in dramatic texts. The
authors introduce a theoretical framework of the pragmatic approach to
the stylistic analysis of drama and demonstrate techniques in analyzing
English and Chinese dramatic texts. More specifically, this paper first dis-
cusses the nature of drama, comparing and contrasting the dialogueé in the
real world, the dramatic world and the fictional world. The authors then
further discuss the rationale of a pragmatic approach to drama and finally
introduce the basic assumptions and research methodology of the pragmatic
approach to the stylistic analysis of drama.

Key words: pragmatic approach; stylistics; dramatic texts; methodology
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11 BT R RIAVM SRS

EHEREMGHTNES GTARE 1999, FIES¥MEE
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fE. THEREREFAT UARF R B, B & XS 5 eER ZAR1E &
M. AT SN AR, AR A RERITAS .
A: Hullo 1 was wondering whether you were intending to go to Popper’s
talk this afternoon.

B: Not today I’'m afraid I can’t really make it to this one.

A: Ah okay.

B: You wanted me to record it didn’t you Heh!

A: Yeah heheh.

B: Heheh no I'm sorry about that ... (Levinson 358)
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LB ERE RN Em AR SRz,
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YETE AR 10 R P 2 B S 5 E W R, SUR M E ) — Bk
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KRN T — A, 7 B B /N GE A TR B, FRAT ) S BT ) BT AET o
NGBS SR, PIRR SO b B 3%, B4R H 8 A SRiE
FRREFCR . BR T B3R DR R R X E A H B X5 E A9 A E S
WTEAE R — 2 K HMEXHE R H B iEiE N M E £,

B, A R R UK BRI DL AN S RS LR H L
FFAE, fE/NLBRI A BB 5 R A EREZ . MEFENX
TR A RATIRAA C A S1EE T ER N EA B KRB .
YR AR — AR A BT — B

He — seemed of course,he had that kind of n er [ ’'mer I I ere r are
you northern by any chance I was going to day that kind of northern er
skepticism or at least questioning mind — which er — but of course he
would mislead you with that he er he gave you the impression that he on-

ly er you know he give you the impression that he was — sceptical and at
times sceptical and nothing else ...  (Mick Short 1990.course handout)
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