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Actually,attending a national speaking competition with a

lot of excellent contestants selected from all over the
country, ] did not expect that 1 could win the First Prize. But
I did make it. And I have to admit there are a lot of important
factors that have brought me to the victory.

First,the ability of making a good speech—it refers to
the fluent oral English, quick response, comprehensive
thoughts and brilliant performance, These demand our
practice in the daily life and good preparation before the
competition,

However,a good speech can be made only if we have a
good psychological condition, because the judges and the
audiences will surely give us some pressure. We may fail in
fully exerting our ability if we feel too nervous. That is to
say,we can avoid this by relaxing ourselves. Take it easy,

and it helps to communicate well with the people listening to



you.

Besides all these, I must say that the most important
reason why | have won this competition is the help from my
teachers and my school. ] want to give special thanks to them
because the teachers were all very strict and patient while
training me and they have spent a lot of time and effort. And
my school provided me with good opportunities for practicing
my speech. Without the help from them, 1 was never

supposed to win the prize on my own.

b ieagee

=7~ 0 be, or not to be, that is a question. Shakespeare’s
¢ words suddenly occurred to me when our registrar and
the dean of the English Faculty assigned the training of
Chang Mengsu to me two weeks before the competition. A
sense of uneasiness grew, but together with a sense of
commitment. Qur school boasts a history of splendid
achievement in a variety of contests. Chang Mengsu and 1|
should all try our utmost. We then started the intensive yet

very cooperative work with the help from other teachers.

Thanks to the step-by-step daily training done in grade one

Il



and two, Chang had already improved to a great extend in
most aspects of English. She now spoke very {luent and
standard British English. But problems still existed in
coherence, logics as well as other aspects. Then we carried
out our training targeting on these shortcomings. On our
arrival in Shanghai, we went on with our daily training till
the day of competition, But then I paid special emphasis on
Chang’s psychological condition. I believed in her English
proficiency. However, a slice of uncertainty remained in my
mind about the stability of her psyche. In order to reduce her
strenousness and nervousness,we had many a time pratised
in a virtual competition in the hotel room. Later it proved to
be useful. Now,what I have learned from the contest is that
an outstanding student should be trained as early as
possible, with special emphasis paid on his/her weakness,
Correct and relative training methods should be adjusted
from time to time, improving with the progress of the
student. Respecting and making friends with the student will
also help to reach the goal. Finally, team work with
colleagues is important for we all know that “two heads are

better than one.”
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Jason: I'm Jason Subler,an old friend of

China Daily and I'll be your host for

today’s competition. And I'm joined here
with Qi Qi from 21st Century, who will

be your hostess for today.

Qi Qi: Thank you,Jason. It’s a real honor and a pleasure to be able to
stand here today. Today is the 2nd day of this year's competition.
Yesterday 44 talented senior level high school students impressed our
panel of judges and entertained us all. Today it is the 42 junior level

students’ turn to show us what they can do.

Jason: Globalisation touches us all. As more people from abroad visit
China and more Chinese people go abroad,the English language skills
have never been more important here, It was to promote English
learning in China that in 2002 China Daily and 21st Century held the
first 21st Century Cup National High School English Speaking
Competition—that was in Beijing and last year a competition was
held in Suzhou. Now, the competition has also been chosen by the
London-based English Speaking Union as China's qualifying contest

for its annual international public speaking competition.




Qi Qi: T?}_e competition gets bigger and better each year, In the third
y.ear of tﬁeir sponsorship, China Daily and 21st Century have added
regional speaking contests in North and South China. The idea, of
course,is to stir up even greater enthusiasm for English-learning

throughout the country,

Jason: Generating enthusiasm [or the English lnnguage léarn.ing.is a
top priority of China Daily, the largest English languag-;s ne%papa in
China,and of its subsidiary newspaper,21st Century. In the 11 years
since its launch,21st Century has grown to incluﬂe two other English
language newspapers: 21st Century Teens Senior Edition and Zlst
Century Teens Junior Edition. These are designed to promote the use
of English and understanding of current world affairs among English
learners,and have become very popular among students and young

professicnals.

Qi Qi; I'm sure all our contestants today are familiar with the 21st
Century Teens newspapers and that as they learn English find the
newspapers’ content relevant and informative. 21st Century is
fortunate to have the access to the wealth of the English language
news resources and teaching aids of the China Daily group. China
Daily, 21st Century and 21st Century Teens have all committed
themselves to promoting the English language learning in China. And

this competition is just one of their many activities,

Jason: Now that I've introduced the sponsor and organiser, let me
introduce today's participants. There are 42 contestants altogether.
They were selected through preliminary composition contests and

telephone interviews, They are from;,
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Nanjing Foreign Language School

Hangzhou Foreign Language School

Haikou No. § Middle School

Fujian Quanzhou Foreign Language Middle School

The High School Affiliated to Renmin University of China
Beijing No. 171 Middle School

Shanghai Foreign Language School

Shanghai World Foreign Language Middle School
Chongqing No. 30 Middle School

Chongqing Nankai Middle School

Shui Guo Hu No. 1 Middle School of Hubei Provience
Hubei Huanggang Middle School

Tianjin Nankai Xiangyu Middle School

Tianjin Yuhong Middle School

No. 2 Middle School Attached to Shandong Normal University
Nanchang Foreign Language School

Shenzhen Foreign Language School

Shenzhen Middle School

Hefei No, 50 Middle School

Guangzhou No. 2 Middle School

Guangzhou Zhixin High School

Dongguan Humen Foreign Language School

Yinchuan Hui Min Middle School

Lanzhou Railway No., 4 Middle School

Dalian No. 39 Middle School

The Attached School of Dalian University of Technology
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Northeast Yucai Middle School

Zhengzhou Foreign lLanguage Middle School
Talyuan Foreign Language School
Shijiazhuang Foreign Language School
Chengdu Foreign Language School
Chengdu Sanyuan Foreign Language Schoaol
No. 35 Middle School of Huhhot

No. 13 Middle School of Urumgi

No. 2 Middle School of Urumgi

Xining No. 11 Middle Schaol

Qingdao Yucai Middle School

Harbin Deqgiang Middle School

Middle School of Xi'an Jiaotong University
Guiyang No. 2 Experimental Middle School
Changsha Changjun High School

Quanzhou Na. 5 Middle School

Jason: That was a long list. Ladies and Gentlemen, this competition
will have a panel of 12 judges,including 11 scoring judges and one
question master. Now, these judges include experts on communications and

the English language teaching. And they are

Mr. Zhu Yinghuang. Chairman of the organizing committee, and
former editor-in-chief of China Daily.
Mr. Verner Bickley. Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
English-Speaking Union.Hong Kong.
Mr. Bruce Wardlev.Direeror of Intemational Media.at the University

of Melbourne.
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Ms. Linda Warfel. Vice President of Education Trade. Asia-Pacific,
Scholastic Asia.

Mr. Christopher Hampton, Examiner Coordinator and ELT Consultant.
from the .L.'u[‘aural and Education Section of British Consulate General.
Professor Hyo Woong Lee.from Korea National Maritime University.and
President of Asia TEFL.

M, Liu Sens Associate Professor from East China Normal Ulniversity,
Mr. Charles lLeBeau. Auther of Getting Readw Sfor Speech . and
Discover Debuate,

Ms. Eve Smith. ELT Consultant with the U. 8. Consulate General .
Shanghai.

Ms. Lou Yun.Director of the 21st Century Times Education Center.
And.

Mr. Shen Gang.Director of 21st Century Teens.

Qi Qi: The panel also has one question master who will be

responsible for raising the questions to today’s contestants. She is:

Professor Qian Qing.{rom Beijing Foreign Studies University.
Please let's warmly welcome them!
For those of you who' weren’t here yesterday we’ll quickly run

through the format for the competition.

Jason: Each of the contestants has four minutes to present a prepared
speech and two minutes to answer two questions. One knowledge-
based question for each contestant will be drawn at random before
they come on stage and read by one of the MCs. The other opinion-

based question will be posed by the question master.

Qi Qi: The topic for today’s prepared speech is Growing U'p . How Do
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You Deal with the Teenage Problems?

Jason: The highest possible score is 100 points. The prepared speech
accounts for 50 points of the total and the question and answer

session for another 50 points.

Qi Qi: Ladies and Gentlemen, eight especially talented contestants
will win first prize,and among them we will especially recognize the
top three contestants who will be awarded a study trip to Australia.
The following five first prize winners will win a study-visit to

Singapore.

Jason: The remaining contestants in today’s competition will also get
prizes. In addition, all participating students and their tutors will
receive certificates from the organising committee of the competition
and book prizes provided by Shanghai Foreign Language Education

Press, Tsinghua University Press and Scholastic Asia.

Qi Qi: Let’s now go over the procedures for today’s contest, Twenty-
one contestants will give speeches in the morning session, and the
remaining 21 contestants will speak in the afternoon, At the half-way
point of each session,that is when the 11th and the 32nd contestants
finish their speeches, there will be a ten-minute break. The award

ceremony will be held at about five this afternoon.

Jason: Well, we're now ready to get started. So let's welcome

contestant No. 1.
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