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THE RED LILY

I

. . . The daughter of that Montessuy, who, at first a
mere clerk in a Parisian bank, had founded and directed
two great banking houses, and by using all the resources of
an inventive mind, invincible strength of character, a rare
blend of cunning and honesty, had piloted them through
a difficult crisis, and dealt with the Government on an
equal footing. She had grown up in the historic ch4-
teau of Joinville, which, bought, restored, and magnifi-
cently furnished by ber father, with its park and its ex-
tensive lakes, had come to equal Vaux-le Vicomte in
splendour. Montessuy enjoyed to the full all that life
had to give. By instinct a pronounced atheist he was
determined to have every material benefit and every
desirable thing that earth produces. He crowded into the
gallery and reception rooms of Joinville pictures by the
great masters and precious marbles. At fifty he was
paying for the luxuries of the most beautiful actresses
and s few women in society. With all the brutality of
his temperament and the keenness of his intelligence he
enjoyed social life.

.Meanwhile poor Madame Montessuy was languishing
at Joinville. . . . There one evening on a little iron
bedstead, put up at the foot of the great state bed, she
died of sorrew and weakness, her only loves having been
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THE RED LILY

her husband and her little red damask drawing-reom in
the Rue de Maubeuge.

There had never been any intimacy between mother
and daughter. The mother felt instinctively that Thérése
had nothing in common with her. Her daughter’s intellect
was too capacious, her will too vigorous. Although she
was good and docile, there flowed in her veins the strong
blood of Montessuy. Thérése had her father’s ardour of
soul and body, an ardour from which the mother had
suffered so bitterly and for which she found it easier to
forgive the father than the daughter.

But Montessuy saw himself in his daughter and loved
her. Like all bon-vivants,! he had his times of charming
gaiety. Although he was much away from home, he man-
aged to lunch with her nearly every day, and sometimes
he took her out. He was a connoisseur in dress and trin-
kets. At a glance he noticed and corrected in his daugh-
ter’s toilet the mistakes made by Madame Montessuy’s
bad taste. He was educating and forming Thérése.
Coarse yet entertaining, he amused her and won her affec-
tion. In his dealings even with her he was inspired by
his instinct, his passion for conquest. He, who must
always win, was winning his daughter. He was capturing
her from her mother. Thérése admired him, adored him.

In her revery,? she saw him in the background of her
past, as the one joy of her childhood. She was still fully
persuaded that there was no more charming man than her
father.

Lhon-vivanis [3¢ 3C), W B JF W M A. 2revery, or reverie, 3¢ #8;
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THE RED LILY

As soon as she entered society she despaired ot finding
elsewhere such natural qualities, such fulness -of strength
of body and of mind. This disappointment had persisted
when she came to choose a husband. and later when she
made a secret and a freer choice.

She had really not chosen her husband at all. She
hardly knew how, but she had let herself be married by
her father. He, being a widower embarrassed and trou-
bled by the responsibility of a daughter in the midst of
an agitated, busy life, had as usual wished to act quickly
and well. He thought only of external distinctions and
social conventions; he appreciated! the advantage of the
eighty years of imperial nobility offered by Count Martin,
and the hereditary glery of a family which had provided
with ministers the Government of July and the Liberal
Empire. The idea of his daughter finding love in marriage
never occurred to him

He persuaded }imselt 'hat :n marriage she would find
the satisfaction of that desire for splendour with which
he had inspired her. e hoped that she would have the
joy of being rich and appearing so, that she would gratify
the vulgar pride, the desire for material superiority, which
for him constituted the essence of life. For the rest, he
had no very lefinite .deas concerning the happiness of a
respectable woman in scciety; but he was quite sure that
his daughter would alvays be a respectable woman. That
was an innat: conviction: on that point his mind was
perfectly at rest.

Reflecting on that confidence. foolish and yet natural,
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THE RED LILY

which was so contrary to Montessuy’s own experiences and
ideas of women, she smiled a smile of ironic melancholy.
She admired her father all the more for being too wise to
indulge in importunate! wisdom.

After all, he had not married her so badly, according
to the standards of marriage among the leisured classes
Her husband was as good as many another. He had be-
come quite tolerable, Of all the memories,2 which, in the
half-light of the shaded lamps, the embers recalled to her,
that of their life in common was the least vivid. All that
returned to her were the painfully distinct recollections of
one or two incidents, some foolish imaginings, an impression
vague and unpleasant. ~That time had not lasted long, and
had left nothing behind it. Now after six years she hardly
remembered how she had gained her liberty, so prompt
and easy had been that victory over a husband, cold, valetu.
dinarian, egotistical, and polite. Ambitious, industrious,
and commonplace, he had grown sere and yellow in busi.
ness and politics. It was only through vanity that he
loved women, and he had never loved his wife. Their
separation had been frank and complete. And since then,
strangers one to the other, they were both grateful for their
mutual deliverance. She would have regarded him as a
friend, had she not found him cunning, sly, and too artful
in obtaining her signature when he needed money. This
money he employed in enterprises pr_ompi:ed less by cupid-
ity than by a desire for ostentation. Except for this the
man with whom she dined, lived, travelled, and talked every
day was nothing to her and bad no share in her life.

Yimportunate, R £ B H; & ) ?memories, 38 %; 7k &
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THE RED. LILY

Absorbed in her own thoughts, sitting chin in hand, be-
fore the dead fire, like an anxious inquirer consulting a
sibyl, as she reviewed those years of solitude, she beheld
the face of the Marquis of R6. It was so clear and dis-
tinct that she was astonished. Introduced by her father,
#ho was proud of the acquaintance, the Marquis of Ré
appeared tall and handsome, decked with the glories of
thirty years® private and social triumphs. He had enjoyed
a long series of successes. He had seduced three genera-
tions of women and imprinted on each mistress’s heart an
imperishable memory. His virile grace, his refined ele-
gance and his gift of pleasing prolonged his youth far be-
yond the usual limits. The young Countess Martin had
been especially distinguished by him. She had been flat-
tered by the homage of such a connoisseur. Even now to
recollect it still gave her pleasure. He had a wonderful
gift in conversation. She had found him entertaining and
had let him see it. Thenceforth, light-hearted hero that
he was, he had determined to bring his gay life to an ap-
propriate close, by possessing this young woman, whom
he admired more than any one, and who obviously liked
him. To entrap her he laid all a rake’s most ingenious
toils. But she escaped from them very easily.

Two years later she had become the mistress of Robert
Le Ménil, who, with all the ardour of his youth and all
the simplicity of his heart had resolved to win her. I
gave myself to him because he loved me,” she told her-
self. It was true. It was also true that an unconscious,
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THE RED LILY

powertul instinct had impelled her, and that she had obeyed
secret forces of her nature. But these proceeded from her
subconscious! self; what she had consciously done was to
accept his love, because she believed it to be informed? by
that sincerity she had always sought. She had yielded
directly she found herself loved to the point of suffering.
She had given herself quickly, simply. He thought she had
given herself lightly. He was mistaken. The irreparable
act had brought on a feeling of overwhelming dejection and
ghame at suddenly having something to hide. All the
whisperings she had heard about women who had lovers
were buzzing in her burning ears. But, proud and sensi-
tive, and with perfect taste, she was careful to hide the cost
of the gift she bestowed and to say nothing which might
engage her lover to go further than his own feelings would
carry him. He never suspected that moral suffering, which
after all only lasted a few days and was succeeded by per-
fect tranquillity. After three years she approved of her
conduct as having been innocent and natural. Having
done no one any wrong, she had no regrets. She was con-
tent. This relationship was her greatest happiness. She
loved, she was loved. True she had never experienced the
rapture® she had dreamed of. But is it ever experienced?
She was the mistress of a good honourable bachelor, who
was much liked by women and popular in society, where
he was considered haughty and fastidious;* and he loved
her sincerely. The pleasure she gave him and the joy of
being beautiful for him were the bonds which bound her

' 1gubconscious, F 41 2§, 2informed =inspired, 3 B. 3 rapture,
i 4k 4fastidious, JF & W K; % 8.



