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Preface

Since the founding of the province in 1988, historical changes have taken place in Hainan, now the biggest
Special Economic Zone in China. A strategic emphasis has been placed on the reform and development of education
in its role as the foundation of social and economic development and a key element in the construction of a Special
Economic Zone. It is now common understanding that education is a primary concern which elicits not only the direct
interest of the Government at every level but also the support of society as whole. Thanks to the efforts of all
those involved, the local policy 'to develop Hainan by means of education and science' has enjoyed great success.

Meanwhile, a new pattern of investment in education has also been developed. This relies on the Government as the
principal source of funding but also on financial input from private concerns. Over the past ten years, Government
investment has totalled seven billion yuan, private donations one billion yuan and additional funds half a billion yuan.
Between 1988 and 1997, a total of 1.5 billion yuan from private sources has contributed to the construction and
renovation of many school buildings. As a result, the total space of primary and middie schools has increased from
approximately four million sa. metres (in 1988)to seven million in 1997. Buildings with a reinforced concrete structure
now account for 809 of the whole, compared to 35% in 1988.

Reforms in educational administration, internal administration of schools, student enroliment, pedagogy and teaching
have all been carried forward. Whilst educational administration and structure are increasing in efficiency, the
quality of teaching and running of schools have greatly improved. A nine-year compulsory education policy has
successfully been instigated in nine counties (a county is defined as a city and its surrounding districts Yand 100
State Farm Units which account for 58.395 of the population of Hainan. If town and village units are included, then
the policy can be said to have reached no less than 909 of the population.

The figure for enroliment in Primary School is now 1.1 million compared to 900,000 in 1988 whilst that for Junior
Middle Schools in now 323,100 compared to 243,000 nine years ago. At present, the total number of students
attending Senior Middle School is 90,100. Among these are 45,700 students attending Vocational Schools and
accounting for 51.696 of student enroliment at senior school stage, compared to 289 in 1988. In addition, 310,000
mature students are undertaking their education in special Primary and Secondary schools whilst the number of
adults engaged in technical and vocational training has increased by a remarkable 25%.

Each year, 280,000 members of the rural population receive different types of education and practical training.
Indeed, since the founding of the Province, approximately 180,000 peasants have attained literacy thereby reducing
the illiteracy rate to 0.179% and fulfiling the aim to effectively eliminate illiteracy amongst the rural population.

|

| Remarkable achievements have also been made in Higher Education. Hainan Province now has five Universities and

| Colleges with enroliment increasing from 9,000 in 1988 to 13,000 in 1997. In addition, Hainan boasts four Adult
Education Institutes with enroliment latterly reaching 10,700 compared to 3,500 in 1988. Continued optimisation has
led to a more functional, up-to-date range of courses on offer, including science, engineering, agriculture,
medicine, teacher-training, liberal arts, accountancy and law.

The overall quality of teachers has been notably improved with 96.89, 80.79% and 56.59% meeting the qualification
criteria in Primary, Junior Middle and Senior Middle Schools respectively. In addition, teachers' salaries have
increased and their living conditions notably improved. Housing space for teachers and their families living in cities
and Universities Colleges has now exceeded the national average, reaching 10.4 sa.m. per capita and 13.5 sa.m. per
capita respectively.

Finally, educational relations overseas have been hugely increased. Didactic links have been established with more
than ten countries whether through collaboration or the exchange. Education in Hainan has greatly benefited from
the establishment of 'sister' schools abroad, student exchange and foreign study programmes, and not least from
the input of foreign experts in the province itself.

The remarkable changes that have taken place in education over the past ten years are just the beginning. The
present situation is now being reassessed and new plans made that will carry educational development in Hainaan
well into the 21st century.
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