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Abstract

The concept of soft power was initiated by a famous American
scholar Joseph Nye Jr. in 1990. He classifies national power into two
categories; soft co — optive power including culture, institution, di-
plomacy and ideology ; hard command power including military and e-
conomic power. Through professor Nye’s years of improvement, soft
power theory has become an essential part of international relations
theory in the West, offering a unique perspective and method for
scholars to conduct research on international and regional affairs.

Soft power is not newly born. However, in this information era,
its role and significance have never been more recognized than ever
before. This is largely due to the fact that the application of hard pow-
er is greatly limited and the cost of its application is growing in this
increasingly interdependent world. In the meanwhile, soft power is
becoming more appealing in solving international problems. of
course, soft power has some innate weaknesses, for example, its low-
er efficiency in solving some specific problems, and its abstractness
which leads to the difficulty in using it. As an important factor of
world politics, nation states’ soft power is composed of culture, ideol-
ogy, diplomatic policy and the command of the international institu-
tions. There are close ties between soft power and hard power: hard

power is the basic foundation of soft power; the abuse of hard power
4.



would bring detriment to soft power and mighty soft power would cre-
ate suitable international environment for the growth of hard power.

Being the only superpower of the world, the USA is of incompa-
rable hard power, and its soft power is also great and essential to
maintain its strength and prosperity. The United States’ soft power has
undergone a series of stages, from forming, rising, summit to decli-
ning, exerting tremendous influence on international relations at dif-
ferent times. Russia is also endowed with profound soft power. The
soft power of its predecessor, the Soviet Union, had been rather over-
whelming after WWII, but it ultimately clasped in the ideological con-
flict with the West. Japan’s soﬁ power mainly originates from its na-
tional identity, culture, tradition and diplomatic notions. However,
its soft power, due to various reasons, is not in proportion to its role
as the second largest economic power of the world, which to some ex-
tend has negative influence on its bilateral relations with its neighbor-
ing countries. China is in the midst of peaceful rise. Its soft power is
in the rising, but various problems still await to be solved. Appropri-
ate application of soft power would make up national and international
environments beneficial to its peaceful development.

This dissertation is divided into seven parts. The preface is a
specification on the research background, purpose, significance as
well as method of the dissertation. Chapter One articulates the main i-
dea of soft power theory. Chapter Two further explores the makeup of
national soft power. Chapter Three offers a detailed analysis on the re-
lations between soft power and hard power. Chapter Four expounds
the evaluation of soft power, the relations between soft power, nation-
al image and mass media. Chapters Five and Six analyze the soft pow-
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er of the major powers in the Asian — Pacific region: the United
States, Russia, Japan and China. The conclusion part attempts to of-
fer some advice on how to promote China’s soft power from both theo-
retical and practical perspectives.

There are some innovations in the dissertation.

Firstly, the author gives a systematic summary on the making of
“soft power” concept and theory, and a detailed description on the
features, categories and significance of soft power.

Secondly, the author analyzes the relations between soft anid hard
powers and puts forward the concept of “grey area” and “ neutral
power” for the first time. On the basis of soft power in economy and
milifa.ry , the author makes a case study on the building of U. S. mili-
tary power after the Cold War.

Thirdly, the author gives a historic study on the U. S. soft power
and a comprehensive study on the makeup and application of soft pow-
er in every period.

Lastly, on the background of China’s peaceful rise, the author
analyzes the dialectic relations between soft power and peaceful rise.
In addition, the author studies the soft power factor in the Taiwan Is-
sue. After comparing the soft power across the strait, the author gives

some advice on solving the Taiwan Issue through soft power.
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