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Inscription of Wang Guang Ying,
Vice—chairman of

the Standing Committee of

the National People's Congress:
Expand national culture,
promote friendship and unity.

Inscription of Zhou Wei Chi,

Chairman of China Federation of
Literary and Art Circles:
Congratulations to the publication of
Photograph Collection of

Landscapes and Customs of the World.
Show the colorful world,

and expand the universal friendship
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Inscription of Lin De You

Former Vice—minister of

the Ministry of Culture of

the People's Republic of China;
Promote international Cultural Exchange
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Cultural exchange is a bridge of friendship linking people in Liaoning Province with people all
over the world.The purpose of our council is to help people all over the world and people in
Liaoning Province get to know each other well through cultural exchange.Culture is the soul of a
nation. Cultural exchange, including exchanges of art, emotion and thinking, is of great significance
to the enhancement of the friendship among people all over the world and to the promotion of
the reform and opening up of Liaoning Province.

Liaoning Province Promotion Coeuncil of the World National Cultural Exchange sent people in
Cultural circles to Europe and Russia on a tour of visit and observation successively in 1999,
2000 and 2001. They seized the right moment to take pictures of all the artistic images appearing
before them, thus bringing home the real artistic frame of the natural and humane landscapes
and social customs of Europe. They then polished the images photographed with light, line, shade
and tone so that the images appeared lively in hotographs and became elegant artistic pieces.
With those pieces taken in Europe as main and some other photographic pieces taken by some
members when visiting Asia, Africa, America and Australia in addition, a “Circular Exhibition on
Photographic Pieces of World Landscapes and Customs” was held in Shenyang, Panjin, Jinzhou
and etc. which helped numbers of visitors directly know the outside world and the national cultures
of various countries, achieving good results. With the great help of Liaoning Art Publishing ‘House
and Shenyang Danyi Packing & PrintiogCo.L.td., we are going to publish these exquisite photographic
pieces as a group. This collection of more than 100 exquisite photographic pieces will lead readers
to the colorful world of culture and arts in the special photographic language and will also help
readers have a better knowledge of the world in enjoying the beautiful photographs. We should
say this is a very significant practice in world cultural exchange and also the most successful
Cultural exchange activities since the establishment of the council for 5 years.

Different national cultures originate from different natural and humane environments of different
regions. So Landscapes and customs are bound to bear the cultural message of the local nation.
It is well known that natural and humane environments are not only the basis of econorny and
politics of a nation but also the embodiment of them. To achieve common development, various
countries and regions have carried out extensive economic and political exchange among them, in
which, the cultural factor has always played an important role: on one hand, different culture
forms different sense of value and different way of thinking, and the pbreakthrough in the elimination
of the divergence on economic and political exchange is always found through the exchange and
mutual understanding of different culture; on the other hand, culture itself, as a social factor
independent of economy and politics, also needs to have exchange among different nations.

Culture is a long river of history which can be neither cut off nor at a standstill. Every
country and nation, no matter how long time goes on, will always keep its own culture as mainbody
and combine the foreign culture absorbed with its own main culture, which is the inevitable outcome
of history. It is the diversification of culture that forms the motive force of the development
and progress of culture.The pattern of world culture must be pluralistic because the world consists
of more than 200 countries, each of which has its own culture featuring its own nation, as each
nation has its own language. The diversificeation of world culture is suitable for the multipolarity
of world economy and politics. The development of world culture not only conforms to the law
of history but also facilitates different countries to learn from each others' strong points to
offset ones' weaknesses and to achieve common development through different cultural forms in
the exchange of national cultures.

That's our original intention and desire to publish this collection of photographic works.

We would like to thank Liaoning Art Publishing House, Shenyang Danyi packing & Printing
Co.Ltd. and all the friends who have made contributions to this book.

oﬁn \S)Aell?

Former Vice—governor of Liaoning Province
Former Vice—chairman of Liaoning Provincial People's Political Consultative Conference
Honorary President and Researcher of Liaoning Research Institute of Culture and History
Chairman of Liaoning Province Promotion Council of the World National Cultural EXxchange

H
i
i




NESHBGEAPIERNES, Sf—BRE. —BisNEnBECEY. RRSTRIREN
SHERBRTFE—BANVESHRLMERBRRENTE T, MELOTVRRBERK, HET €D
el —BASEENEN, ESRNECRIEBRBINRDEEGIIA. BRBEMOBEME
FiEe—BEENTRMANITRMHNRE,

HIPIBIEIS BT R0 e, [REMRRE I IANSRENENSRAL, #STHA
ERAOCURNBIRERE LT —BERNGR. MHE. STK BROKE" 9K, XRRK
PITEFHCHRIERE T MR LSS,

RETAK., NBBHIBHRSRENEST ORRENMENBLE. BN, ME2RIE
BT I BHNEE, JRRFBNRROVME, FEERURRHITREE—R_ORRESN
MesE, 1A, EBBERRA, WRNEZEBMIK EOAPIRRERE. 15I- RS REREM
GERNEY. BESREBENNRINGER, UREBTESRRNEATM, MEHFITAR
NBSEREAEEEANBIN. SRRMEFBEMMS NS RIRHEIR, RRIRHARE <8R
ANBEESE >D, RMITLUERIEBREHRLER, BREYCRATAERRRRT, £5
EREL RO ASRIBED, SEEHES. RRFMERGESEE. F20d. EBRIBER.

HFERBY X RROVSHIFR, BARLEER, BRIOKIIERSIN—RIRIBMHIE,
SRTRMR HEBBENEANERE, RETRBEMHE. JCELHSIE. ERMERMENEER.
ZQRTR. EEEASTHENG, ZENRY RRHEE. ERUVSHIR=EMIIIET
Fitgm. ERBSEBHBNBRETHEN, BRASERFNERABRIKRTNGEE, ATE
BELSEYANEGSHE, HREREE NS, HE, FEXRRPHEEE8XY, K5
SEERE. BRERER, EEHRBANN—BZECESBRIANESL O DHEERR
BE, BYNEt20, SRHERMNERT. CRSRRT S, BPNIFRRREE. HBTE
SEYREY. BEE reNBeoE, BEAFRSETPHEN, BEIMRBBOEHRS: WEAER
MEBAN—BPE, CEDERNER. BEERBNERNEE, SAXAERARLRREAR
BERBBIFG, FPENYREBENNTER. BHTR, AXKNBNNEBEERR, £33
soeSEeAE, BSSHCREBNNGER, MEBROEXL, RVHEGRBRENEGS, Bic
SHREFAH I SHER, HARERAX N ERRESNRENIET). BRABMERHNEN
R4 HRFIBVEE,

RIEBE BB ZANED, REENETXHRFNTRBENTE, BRBHAUCIERENRE
REFBSHERM, HICTERSCBMDENER. &M, RARRBEAFGEOICER, HREE
LENBRTE, INTSBNRIZVNEE, EERRBMBRNESSN. AL, MKRFIEHD
BPINRIE SRR EEVREBRD, IRRBEHECHRRBOIBR.

A .

MRS AR EREM BB AR
BESHEFRHBELF  HREABTSSAIGER

-



Human culture reflects boundless emotion which shows the life value of a nation and a society.
Art reflecting objective reality starts from ideas and feelings brought about in the heart by the
influence of reality around a person and then attaches a kind of image to those ideas and feelings.
The purpose of a person in doing SO is to transmit what he or she feels again and again to others.

-And the photographic art just meets the requirement of this transmission by vision and feeling.

We just bid farewell to the twentieth century of magnificent sweep. While representatives from
different nationalities and people from different circles engaged in the promotion of world national
cultural exchange are putting a temporary end to the brilliant achievements they've made and the
vicissitudes of life they've experienced, challenges of "knowledge, sweat, inspiration and opportunity"
are playing the prelude to our new movement of reform and innovation in the new century.

‘As it is well known, science & technology and culture & art are two kinds of civilization formation
brought about by continuous social development and mutual promotion. It is true that photography
belongs to the category of culture and art. However, the origin of photographic art is in fact a
unigue combination of science & technology and art. So in thel times of image information, photographic
art is more and more relative to human life. We are looking forward to the advancement, high technology
and new artistry of image information which will be widely used in future according to the inner and
outer functions of movie, television, digital film and other visual images based on photography and
high technology. In the book of "Photograph Collection of Landscapes and Customs of the World",
we can appreciate the various aspects of passions, feelings and fates, attracted and transmitted
by photography, of people in the cultural circles of Liaoning Province in their expectation and pursuit
in the promotion of the world national cultural exchange at the end of the last great century.

Because of the speciality of modern photographic development, people going abroad on a tour
of investigation always carry cameras with them as a third eye, which results in tne fact that
people with cameras naturally have a strong desire to create through visual thought, thus they can
enjoy the fruits of appreciating the art of social customs, introducing the historical materials of
culture and understanding the information gathered. As Professor Li Yuan, a famous American Chinese
photographor introduced, the American photographic circles consist of three forces of photographers,
namely, professional, amateur and academic ones. However, the force composition of this art in
China is not so clear. But no matter how prosperously the professional photography grows and the
academic photography sprouts, the development and expansion of photographic art still need the
active participation of amateurs. In fact, the so—called amateurs are very professional, especially in
the understanding and transmission of image information which have become a common cultural ideology
and a fashion of spiritual life. Looking back to its beginning, photography was first mastered by
painters and photographic works could even be exhibited together with paintings and sculptural works.
However, as photography began to appear in the category of art as the seventh art, it was separated
from painting. After over one hundred years' development and with the evalution of the concept of
modern art, photography, as one category of visual art, has shown its trend toward the combination
of modern photography with modern painting in order to start and enrich a new world of visual art.
Thus it can be seen that the enlightenment gained from the artistic features of this photograph
collection is that photographers, either professional and amateur, must be culturally and artistically
accomplished, master the cultural and artistic traditions, pay close attention to the unique regional
culture, ponder deeply over the combination of the quintessences of old and new traditions, set up
a bridge linking the eastern culture and the western culture, and bear the conformability and strength
of modern cultural ideology and concept.

In my photographic teaching and creation, | myself have made constant efforts to think about
the cultural phenomena and behavioral process and pay attention to the combination of traditional
cultural marrow and modern artistic concept, which | consider as a kind of accumulation in my own
artistic career, in order to further study the cultural structure of photographic works, expand the
inspirational space of photographic art and express the wonderful wisdom of the art. That is my
way of survival in the pursuit after art. Therefore, | wish we could devote ourselves to what we
are willing to do in the development and promotion of Chinese and foreign national cultural exchange.

Dapang Zh

Professor of Photography Department of Luxun Academy of Fine Arts
Vice—chairman of Liaoning Province Society of Photographers
Founding Member of World Chinese Institute of Photography
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