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The passage is mainly about

The passage mainly discusses

What is the main topic for this passage?

The best title for this passage is

The proper subject of this article is

Which of the following best reflects the main idea of the passage?
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From the Ist (2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.) paragraph, we learn that

From the last paragraph the conclusion can be drawn that

We learn from the last (first, etc.) paragraph that

It can be inferred from the last (first, second, etc.) paragraph that
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The passage was written to explain ;

What’s the author’s purpose in writing this passage?

The author’s main purpose in writing the passage is to

The purpose of this article is to ;
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Text 3

During the t gneration, the American middle-class family that once could count on hard work and fair
play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk and new realities. Now a pink slip,
a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse can reduce a family from solidly middle class to newly poor in a few
months.

In just one generation, millions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family economics.
Scholars, policymakers, and critics of all stripes have debated the social implications of these changes, but few
have looked at the side effect: family risk has risen as well. Today’s families have budgeted to the limits of their
new two-paycheck status. As a result, they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback—a
back-up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the workforce if the primary earner got laid off or fell sick. This
“added-worker effect” could support the safety net offered by unemployment insurance or disability insurance to
help families weather bad times. But today, a disruption to family fortunes can no longer be made up with extra
income from an otherwise-stay-at-home partner.

During the same period, families have been asked to absorb much more risk in their retirement income.
Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining millions of families who must
worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the harsh reality that they may outlive their retirement

money. For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a savings-account
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model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment
returns. For younger families, the picture is not any better. Both the absolute cost of healthcare and the share of
it borne by families have risen—and newly fashionable health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls
to Wal-Mart workers, with much higher deductibles and a large new dose of investment risk for families’ future
healthcare. Even demographics are working against the middle-class family, as the odds of having a weak elderly
parent—and all the attendant need for physical and financial assistance—have Jjumped eightfold in just one
generation.

From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less like an opportunity
to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening acceleration of the wholesale
shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders. The financial fallout has begun, and the political
fallout may not be far behind.

34. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that

[A] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks.

[B] the middle class may face greater political challenges.

[C] financial problems may bring about political problems.

[D] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status.

35. Which of the following is the best title for this text?

[A] The Middle Class on the Alert

[B] The Middle Class on the Cliff

[C] The Middle Class in Conflict

[D] The Middle Class in Ruins
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Everyody loves a fat pay rise. Yet pleasure at your own can vanish if you learn that a colleague has been
given a bigger one. Indeed, if he has a reputation for slacking, you might even be outraged. Such behavior is
regarded as “all too human”, with the underlying assumption that other animals would not be capable of this
finely developed sense of grievance. But a study by Sarah Brosnan and Frans de Waal of Emory University in
Atlanta, Georgia, which has just been published in Nature, suggests that it is all too monkey, as well.

The researchers studied the behavior of female brown capuchin monkeys. They look cute. They are good-
natured, cooperative creatures, and they share their food tardily. Above all, like their female human counterparts,
they tend to pay much closer attention to the value of “goods and services” than males.

Such characteristics make them perfect candidates for Dr. Brosnan’s and Dr. de Waal’s study. The researchers
spent two years teaching their monkeys to exchange tokens for food. Normally, the monkeys were happy enough
to exchange pieces of rock for slices of cucumber. However, when two monkeys were placed in separate but
adjoining chambers, so that each could observe what the other was getting in return for its rock, their behavior
became markedly different. -

In the world of capuchins, grapes are luxury goods (and much preferable to cucumbers). So when one
monkey was handed a grape in exchange for her token, the second was reluctant to hand hers over for a mere
piece of cucumber. And if one received a grape without having to provide her token in exchange at all, the other
either tossed her own token at the researcher or out of the chamber, or refused to accept the slice of cucumber.
Indeed, the mere presence of a grape in the other chamber (without an actual monkey to eat it) was enough to
induce resentment in a female capuchin.

The researches suggest that capuchin monkeys, like humans, are guided by social emotions. In the wild, they
are a cooperative, group-living species. Such cooperation is likely to be stable only when each animal feels it is
not being cheated. Feelings of righteous indignation, it seems, are not the preserve of people alone. Refusing a
lesser reward completely makes these feelings abundantly clear to other members of the group. However, whether
such a sense of fairness evolved independently in capuchins and humans, or whether it stems from the common
ancestor that the species had 35 million years ago, is, as yet, an unanswered question.

23. Female capuchin monkeys were chosen for the research most probably because they are

[A] more inclined to weigh what they get.

[B] attentive to researchers’ instructions.

[C] nice in both appearance and temperament.

[D] more generous than their male companions.

24. Dr. Brosnan and Dr. de Waal have eventually found in their study that the monkeys
[A] prefer grapes to cucumbers.
[B] can be taught to exchange things.
[C] will not be cooperative if feeling cheated.
[D] are unhappy when separated from others.
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When prehistoric man arrived in new parts of the world, something strange happened to the large animals:

they suddenly became extinct. Smaller species survived. The large, slow-growing animals were easy game, and
were quickly hunted to extinction. Now something similar could be happening in the oceans.

That the seas are being overfished has been known for years. What researchers such as Ransom Myers and
Boris Worm have shown is just how fast things are changing. They have looked at half a century of data from
fisheries around the world. Their methods do not attempt to estimate the actual biomass (the amount of living
biological matter) of fish species in particular parts of the ocean, but rather changes in that biomass over time.
According to their latest paper published in Nature, the biomass of large predators (animals that kill and eat other
animals) in a new fishery is reduced on average by 80% within 15 years of the start of exploitation. In some long-
fished areas, it has halved again since then.

Dr. Worm acknowledges that the figures are conservative. One reason for this is that fishing technology has
improved. Today’s vessels can find their prey using satellites and sonar, which were not available 50 years ago.
That means a higher proportion of what is in the sea is being caught, so the real difference between present and
past is likely to be worse than the one recorded by changes in catch sizes. In the early days, too, longlines would
have been more saturated with fish. Some individuals would therefore not have been caught, since no baited
hooks would have been available to trap them, leading to an underestimate of fish stocks in the past. Furthermore,
in the early days of longline fishing, a lot of fish were lost to sharks after they had been hooked. That is no longer
a problem, because there are fewer sharks around now.

Dr. Myers and Dr. Worm argue that their work gives a correct baseline, which future management efforts
must take into account. They believe the data support an idea current among marine biologists, that of the
“shifting baseline”. The notion is that people have failed to detect the massive changes which have happened in
the ocean because they have been looking back only a relatively short time into the past. That matters because
theory suggests that the maximum sustainable yield that can be cropped from a fishery comes when the biomass




