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In the summer of 1866, the “Governor Higginson” of the Calcutta
and Bernach Steam Navigation Company of France, the “Christoballon” of
the West—India and Pacific Company, the “ Helvetia” of the
Compagnie—Nationale, and the“Shannon” of the Royal Liner Company
had seen successively a mysterious spindle—shaped “enormous thing” on
the sea off the Australian coast in the Pacific Ocean and in the Atlantic
Ocean. It sometimes rose to the surface, sometimes dived into the water,
and still sometimes emitted phosphorescent light. It appeared like a
“narwhal”.
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The following spring, the “Moravian” of the Montreal Ocean Com.-
pany and the “Scotia” of the Cunard Liner Company were inexplicably
struck on the sea in 27.30 degrees north latitude and 72.15 degrees west
longitude, and 15.12 degrees west longitude and 45.37 degrees north lati-
tude respectively. In the 4—centimetre—thick iron plate at the watermark
of the “Scotia” was punched a triangular hole which was 2 metres in di-
ameter. Immediately, there arose a public outcry. The shipowners
resolutely asked for the elimination of this formidable monster of the seas.
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In response to public appeal, the United States of America de-
manded that New York send the “Lincoln”, a high—speed second—grade
warship with a spur, and organize an expedition headed by Captain
Commander Farragut to eliminate the narwhal. Being invited by the
American Secretary of Navy Hobson, Aronnax, an assistant professor in
the Museum of Natural History in Paris and the natural scientific expert
who was greatly admired in academic circles for having published a
book entitled Mysteries of the Great Submarine Ground, joined the
Lincoln Expedition together with his servant Conseil.
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The “Lincoln” started out from Brooklyn Pier in New York. Five
hundred thousand people waved their handkerchiefs and the forts along
the banks fired to salute the sailing. The “Lincoln” answered by hoisting
the national flag of America three times. At 8 o’clock in the evening, the
“Lincoln” sailed through the New York Harbor, and went along the low
yellow coast of Long Island. Then it sped at full steam onto the dark
waters of the Atlantic.
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Commander Farragut was an outstanding captain. He had vowed
to rid the seas of the monster. He brought with him on the warship every
apparatus for catching the gigantic cetacean, from the harpoon thrown
by hand to the explosive balls of the deck gun and the iron arrows to be
launched by cannons. On the forecastle lay a US—made cannon with a
range of 16 miles. It might well say that there was everything that one
could expect to find. What was better still, a Canadian, Ned Land, the
prince of harpooners, was also invited aboard the warship. He was a
vigorous and nimble man of extraordinary efficiency.
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Captain Farragut stipulated that whoever — sailors and officers
alike was the first to discover the * monster” would be rewarded with
2,000 dollars. So, all sailors on the “ Lincoln” kept their eyes open and
vied with one another for being on duty on the crosstrees. But three
weeks had passed, nothing had happened except that Ned Land caught
two real whales to help an American whaler, the “Monroe”, on the
Maroine Sea, which was a display of his consummate skill.
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On July 3, with astonishing speed, the “ Lincoln” arrived at the
opening of the Straits of Magellan, rounded Cape Horn and sailed into
the Pacific. Only some ordinary finbacks and cachalots were found on
the way. Ned Land said to Aronnax, “Mr. Professor, there is nothing.
Even if some monster really had existed, it should have already run far
away, for it possesses the ability to move fast.” Aronnax could not reply.
However, no sailors on the warship dared to bet that no narwhal would
appear.
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During the last ten days of July, the “Lincoln” sailed into the cen-
tral Pacific, went through the Marquesas Islands and the Hawaiian Is-
lands, and crossed the Tropic of Cancer toward the China Sea, where the
monster had showed itself recently. For three months, the warship had
covered all the areas of the Northern Pacific and not a single place was
left unexplored from the Japanese coast to the American coast. Still,
nothing was discovered. The sailors were disappointed and asked to re-
turn home.
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As had Columbus, Captain Farragut asked for 3 days’ patience. If
the monster still did not come out, the “Lincoln” would be on its way to
the European coast. The promise was given on November 2. On the
evening of the fourth, all were searching in every direction, when Ned
Land suddenly shouted, “Look there! The very thing we’ve been looking
for. It’s just slantingly opposite to us!” On hearing the words, everybody

ran toward the harpooner. Immediately Farragut ordered to drop an-
chor.
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Ned Land was right. About 370 metres off the starboard of the
“Lincoln”, the sea was bright with light from the bottom of the water.
That monster lay several metres deep in the water and was giving out in-
tensely strong, mysterious light. The luminous part formed on the sea a
huge oval which covered a great distance. It was moving forward and
backward. All of a sudden, it darted toward the “Lincoln” . Captain
Farragut ordered astern the warship, and starboard the helm to keep
away from the center of the light.
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" To their surprise, the mysterious animal was approaching at double
speed. Alarmed cries sounded over the warship. The animal moved
round the warship, covering it with electric rings like luminous dust, as if

it were playing a joke. At an incredible speed it darted toward the
“Lincoln”, and then it suddenly disappeared on the sea 20 feet off the
warship, but soon it reappeared on the other side. It could give the war-
ship a fatal blow at any time, so the “Lincoln” was carefully evading.
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Captain Farragut was somewhat flustered. He said to Aronnax,
“Sir, it’s very clear that this is a tremendous electric narwhal.” At mid-
night, the monster disappeared. At 2 o’clock in the morning, it again ap-
peared 5 nautical miles away from the “Lincoln” and a deafening noise
of puff and blow kept pouring in. All were kept watching until daybreak,
with various fishing equipment made ready by the railing of the warship.
Ned Land was hard at sharpening his harpoon.



