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It is a pleasure to be asked to contribute to this publication about environmental concerns in Xiamen. As
a teacher, it is gratifying to see the results of much hard work on the part of students who show a strong
love of their environment and of their school work. As a parent, it is wonderful to know that young people
are interested in examining scientific questions and searching for answers to the problems that face all of us
today.

In my many trips to China since 1991 T have met many interesting people and have made many very
special friends. My favourite times have been when I have had the chance to meet and talk with young
people. As Dr. Dalton describes in her contribution to this publication, the Youth Education Initiative is an
important part of the work we are doing with Xiamen University. It involves young people, their families,
teachers, and University faculty in a programme that will hopefully. provide better education and better
understanding of the need for training in all of the subjects that affect the environment.

We now understand that environmental problems, are not simple. It is not just a matter of cleaning up
pollution after a disaster has happened, or passing laws that are more strict, although regulation and clean-
up are still very important. What we are attempting to do in our work in Xiamen is examine the ways in
which the lives of people affect their treatment of the environment and their ability to help solve
environmental problems. To do this. we have to consider more than just natural science and engineering. We
need to consider how people work together, what are their attitudes toward each other and toward the
environment, how the roles of women and youth and men can lead to better environmental stewardship and
sustainability—in other words. how can the community of people work together to make our World a better
place to live.

The student work presented in this publication shows that the students in Xiamen are already thinking

about many of these subjects. Congratulations on a job well done.

W 2 ik

Dr. William Hart, PhD
DalTech-Dalhousie University
Halifax. NS. Canada
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Congratulations from Canada

Congratulations to both students and faculty on the publication of the sesults of your important work in
gathering information about the beautiful southeast coastal area of Xiamen. It is great to see young people
caring about the environment and trying to influence others in that direction. The involvement of the next
generation gives hope to the whole community that the beauty of the area will be preserved for the pcople
who live there and those who visit.

The Community Based Conservation Management project, in which Xiamen University is a partner,
emphasizes the involvement of all sectors of the community in caring for the namral environment and in
developing appropriate ways to make sure that environmental studies programs continue to focus on
community involvement. A significant part of this project is called the Youth Education Initiative (YEI).
YET has as its goal the participation of youth. l.ast summer some teachers and leaders from Xiamen and
FuZhou, and from Hanoi, Vietnam, came to Canada to see ways in which young people in Nova Scotia,
Canada, participate in environmental projects. Chen Shumei was one of those who came. It was the hope of
the whole group that a summer program will take place in Xiamen (FuZhou and Hanoi, as well) this
summer, 2000. For about two weeks young people who are part of the program can share knowledge, have
fun together. and at the same time focus on new learning, especially in the area of environment. Xiamen
University will play a key role in this program. We all look forward to its success.

This publication clearly shows that the young people at your school are already contributing to the
project and to the ongoing work of the community to care for the beach areas. The kind of skills and
attitudes that are seen here will extend to other areas of the environment and perhaps influence you and your
peers to be environmentally responsible adults.

Thank you for this opportunity to be part of your publication. T wish you continued success in all your

endeavours.

Dr. Anne Marie Dalton
Saint Mary’s University

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Canada
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Firstly T would like to thank-you for inviting me here today.

Secondly, I would like to thank the school for their very important involvement in the community-based
conservation management project which is the reason I am in Xiamen.

The data the students here have been collecting is very important in making the project successful. I
hope as well that the student are learning what is involved in assessing the state of the environment and from
this work comes the understanding by the student of how their everyday activities impact the environment in
which we live. This may be the most important aspect to the project in which T am involved. It is most
improtant we rear a generation of prople who have this knowledge and consideration when they are someday
making the important decisions in the community.

I have had the pleasure of working a bit with one of your teachers-Ms. Chen Su Mei. She has been a
great examplr of what is needed in education systems across the world. It is very important that teachers are
willing and continue to learn as the science, technology and our surrounding environment continue to
change. Teachers play a very important influential role that last students’ lifetime so teachers should
continue to learn to best prepare their students for the future.

To the student of this school who, T am sure, will go to be great scientist, engineers, technologist and
technicians, I ask that you give thought to this:

Ask not, ‘where we can go with science and technology?’ but rather, where we should go? Where
should we go that is best for the people, the community, the city, the country, and of course, the
environment.

So remember ask not ‘where can we go with science and technology?’, but rather, ‘where should we
go?’.

Thanks you again and Happy Birthday.
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