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“Mylnikov’s artistic creations represent the development of Russian art in the latter half of

the 20" century. He is a great artist of contemporary Russia.”
——the Russian Academy of Arts 2004
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Mylnikov on a sketch outing in 1984



MyInikov in the studio in 1982
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Inscription
My dear friend Mr. Sha Aide not only collected my art, but is also publishing a collection of my art works, for which I am very
happy and appreciative. [ wish his work great success as part of the further development of Sino-Russian friendship!
A.A. Mylnikov (signature)
Jan 25, 2006
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Jera Mylnikova in 1968

On My Father, A.A. Mylnikov

By Vera Mylnikova

The artistic world of Andrei Andreevich Mylnikov is characterized by broad visions and poetic
connotations. He created monuments, large oil paintings, portraits, scenic paintings, prints and sculptures
of unusual imagination. His works are extremely striking and imaginative. He is a genuine master of art.
Mylnikov is a People’s Artist of the USSR, a Socialist Working Hero, winner of the Lenin Medal and
Soviet National Prize. He has served as the vice President of the Russian Academy of Arts and professor
at the Repin Academy of Fine Arts in St. Petersburg.

A Russian art theorist once wrote of Mylnikov that, “he combined amazingly the ‘European Style” and the
‘Russian Style” with his unique personality and artistic talent.”

I have witnessed almost all the creative processes behind Mylnikov’s art work. I believe I can understand
and feel my father’s art better than anyone else. I have followed him into his painting studio since I was a
child. It was no wonder I later became his student and an artist as well.

My father was not just an outstanding artist but also the founder of the St Petersburg school of painting.
He established a unified language in understanding art, making it possible to tell, in the chaotic and
diverse world of art, what was professional, spiritual, and beautiful - this is of key importance.

Now Mylnikov’s students can be found in almost every country. His work is imitated all over the world.
The emergence of every single piece of art work by my father has been a major event in our cultural life.
My father has constantly created new art. I feel lucky to be born into the family of such a great master
artist.

[ appreciate Mr. Sha Aide’s collection of my father’s work through the years, as well as the publication of
this book.

Mr. Sha Aide has collected more than 150 pieces by Mylnikov, including oil paintings, drawings and
sketches. All these have been created by my father through the long history since the 1950s.

We have built a good friendship during this period. I am very glad that Mr. Sha Aide loves and cherishes

my father’s art with such devotion.

Vera Mylnikova (signature)

October 13, 2007, St. Petersburg
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Approaching the Master

By Xi Jingzhi

Professor of the Repin Academy of Fine Arts in St. Petersburg, and celebrated artist Andrei Andreevich Mylnikov is widely recognized as the greatest master of the contemporary Russian art scene. At
the age of 88 he still has sharp eyesight, good hearing, quick wit, charming manners, and wisdom, just as he always had. He is highly respected, with honorary titles including the People’s artist and
Academician at the Russian Academy of Arts. His work has won many top awards in the Russian art circles.

His extraordinary artistic talent, especially his innovative, expressive realist painting style has helped him to rise to the top of the Russian art scene after World War I1, and made him the flag bearer for
Russian painting. His style has a wide ranging influence in art circles all over Russia, and reaches far into other East European countries as well as China.

Mylnikov graduated from the Repin Academy of Fine Arts in 1947. His first success was his graduate project, “The Oath of Baltic Soldiers,” a tessellate mural. In the same year he started to teach at
the academy.

In 1950 he created a large painting, “On the Peaceful Champaign™ (200x400cm) . It was not long after the end of World War II, an age full of hope for the restoration of peace. Mylnikov depicted
the beautiful natural scenery in Northern Russia with pure and bright colors: the sky in blue, clouds in white and green grass spotted with wild flowers. A group of farming women walk lightheartedly
in the fields with harrows on their back.

The vivid liveliness and novel painting skill won applause both from the art world and the public. The whole piece was like an ode to labor, life and the beauty of the land. It won for Mylnikov the
highest award of the art world, the Soviet National Prize, on a unanimous vote from the jury.

In 1953 Mylnikov visited Bucharest, Romania as a delegate of the fourth World Youth and College Students Festival. The experience greatly inspired him. He had the idea to create art about the awak-
ening of youth in the Third World, and the friendship between young people from different countries.

The idea brewed for several years and after repeated revisions the painting “Awakening” was completed in 1957. The painting depicted people of different colors and clothing coming together harmo-
niously and warmly against a background of lively rhythms and varied colors. People march forward in a horizontal arrangement strengthening the impression of unity and progress. During the cre-
ation of that piece, Mylnikov had been deeply attracted to large, decorative murals as an art form. This is his first successful attempt at borrowing elements from monumental murals to a single paint-
ing on canvas.

During the 1960-70s, he continued exploring this new direction. He created a group of powerful works in novel styles such as, “Portrait of the Artist’s Mother”, “Summer” and “Sisters” on the theme
of youth and vitality. These pieces look like genre paintings but actually they do not tell any specific stories, instead they arc just simple description of summer life for women of different ages. The

vivid, passionate and floating color tones of red, yellow and blue transcend the page to tell deeper wisdoms about survival, age, inheritance, and life.

Works such as, “On the Peaceful Champaign,” “Awakening,” “Portrait of the Artist’s Mother,” “Summer,” and “Sisters,” displayed Mylnikov’s versatile talents. He was adept at presenting different

themes with diverse skills.

In 1977 Mylnikov won the Soviet National Prize again with “Farewell”. The picce was created in commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the victory against Germany during World War II. It

] depicted a solemn and heroic scene of a son departing from his mother in the war. The painting illustrated the complicated mental activities of the aging mother, with vivid details to depict her facial

expressions and gestures. It brought out a sublime, almost Shakespearian sense of tragedy. The effect was heartbreaking. The mother’s plain and kind image showcased the glory of humanity.

In the late 1970s Mylnikov’s Spanish Triptych depicted the Anti-Fascist struggle of the Spanish people. “A Cross in Cordova,” “A Bullfight in Madrid” and “The Death of Garliya Loraga,” depicted
with symbolism the unyielding faith of Spanish people during their hardships, as well as the enduring national spirit in pursuit of independence, freedom and justice. The paintings combined the bold
outlines of frechand styles common to Chinese paintings with figurative sculpting. He arranged the human images and colors with an original sense of space resulting in powerful rhythms and strong
visual impact. The Spanish Triptych won the gold prize from the Russian Academy of Arts in 1981.

Besides creating large work on important subjects, Mylnikov also works with landscapes, portraits, still life, nudes, and decorative murals. He has even experimented with sculpture.

In European art history the nude female body has long been recognized as the eternal subject for meditations on beauty. From Giorgione Tiziano of the Renaissance age, to later artists such as Rem-

brandt, Velasquez, Goya and Manet, all have sang their odes to the beauty of the human body in varied artistic languages and styles.
As far back as ancient Greece, human nudity, especially female nudity, was considered the most perfect creation of Nature. It was also the perfect embodiment of the human soul and existence. Nude

works from classical masters have always been part of the syllabus in art academies. They are models for students to copy from. They are also the indispensable initiation to further studies in sculpture.

Mylnikov has explored this ficld as early as the 1950s. Until the early 21st century, we can easily find that his passion for this subject never ceased. Mr. Sha Aide’s collection provides ready proof of
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this. In Mr. Sha’s collection of oil paintings, six pieces depict female nudity. Some are indoor portraits, some outdoor; some are half-length, some full-length. The nude indoors are accompanied with
decorative cloth bearing the special character of Russian folk lacquer painting. The outdoor pieces are set in natural scenery such as woods, lakes, mountains and rivers.

There are two paintings titled “Dream” in Mr. Sha’s collection (completed 1999 and 2004). These paintings both originated from another painting, “Morning”, a work created in 1972. “Morning” is
quite a large piece (200x250cm) in cold tones of bluish green. Against a background of dark green woods, light blue water and clear morning air, a nude woman sleeps by the morning lake. After the
painting was exhibited, MyInikov did several variations on this painting with similar compositions, entitled “Dream”, “Tranquility”, and “Nude in Decumbence,” amongst others. These vary in size
and color. Some feature warm tones of reddish brown, and others feature cold tones of blue and green. They are known as his “Dream” series.

The few pieces in Mr. Sha’s collection, from larger pieces such as “A Nude in front of the White Curtain”, to small pieces like “Dream,” are all representative pieces of Mylnikov’s creations on this
subject.

Mylnikov is a lyrical artist. His lyric personality is best reflected in his landscape paintings and portraits. He was born in the small town of Pokarovsca by the River Volga, and enjoyed a childhood
playing in the woods. The roaring river, ancient cathedrals, boundless grass and thick woods all left their trace in his later landscape paintings.

In the 1970-80s, he created some landscape paintings which became very familiar to the public: “On the River Volga” in luminous blue and green, “In the Woods on a Mid-Summer’s Day”, picturing
sunshine on a pathway, and “Path in the Winter Woods™ depicting a white, snow-covered scene. He painted landscapes with idyllic sentiments, varied methods and saturated strokes. Suggesting emo-
tions through colors, his works draw lots of emotional echoes from the audience in response.

Mylnikov’s successful use of colors is closely related to his experience of studying under the renowned professor Gerabaly. An accomplished academic artist, Gerabaly was the curator of the State
Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow, and edited “The Art History of Russia” in six volumes. Gerabaly’s paintings feature traditional discipline as well as innovation. He painted on varied subjects, but his
strength was in landscape painting.

Gerabaly put great emphasis on observing nature in his teachings on landscape paintings. His devoted love for Nature also had a great influence on his students. Mylnikov was an outstanding student
of the accomplished teacher. He understood deeply the teacher’s strengths and then creatively developed the teacher’s methodology, opening a refreshing new page in the creation of lyrical landscape
paintings.

Mr. Sha Aide has collected 12 landscape oil paintings by Mylnikov. Human activities can be found in most of these pieces, especially in several paintings depicting summer forests or gardens. One or
more women in beautiful clothing are often dotted in the scene. Such a detail illustrates the harmony between humans and nature, warming the hearts of the audience.

Mylnikov’s paintings of snowy scenes have always been highly praised. The painting “Winter Scenery” is a gift to his close friend and acclaimed writer Leo Vassilievitch for his 70th birthday. The
painting was exhibited at several important shows. In this book of collected art work by Mylnikov, “In the Park™, “Early Spring Greens”, “Spring by the River”, “A Thin Stem”, “A Stroll”, “The
Grassland”, “The Sunset Glow” etc. are all outstanding landscape paintings by Mylnikov.

Mylnikov has not painted many portraits, but those he did for his wife Alice and their daughter Vera are quite important. He often portrays them in beautiful environments, interacting with the sur-
roundings. He depicts his beloved family in a free and casual style and with a sense of never-ending love. He often gave lyrical names to these pieces such as, “The White Night” and “In the Villa.”
“The White Night” depicts his wife sitting in front of the window meditating in the night. He painted the night gentle and beautiful, with purple and silver-gray tones together achieving musical har-
mony. “In the Villa™ depicts his daughter Vera, who sits leaning against the table, her neck slim and her nose tilting delicately. Vera with the light-colored bouquet on the table, and light green tree

leaves outside the window arouses a nostalgic sentiment for beauty from the audience.

In 1980 Vera herself became a mother. Her daughter Tasha has also been included in the paintings of her grandpa. Mr. Sha collected a piece named “Tasha with a Toy.” This is an elaborate creation by
61 year old Mylnikov.

fylnikov made his first visit to China in 1956. He traveled to Beijing, Wuhan, Suzhou, and Hangzhou. During his stay in Wuhan, he held a short course on oil painting at the Central Southern Art
School (now the Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts). He painted a portrait of a handsome and promising student. The portrait was later taken to Russia and collected in a book of Mylnikov paintings
published in the USSR in the 1960s. Half a century had passed when Mylnikov asked Mr. Sha Aide to bring the portrait back to China, in the hope of finding the man in the painting.

- With Mr. Sha’s efforts the man in the painting, Prof. Cai Zhenhui, was found. Prof. Cai is now an established artist and professor who once served as the vice president of the Sichuan Academy of Fine
Arts. He is now president of the art school at the Sichuan University of Science and Engineering. Mr. Cai met with Mylnikov again. Recalling the past, the two were full of emotions and joy. This an-
ecdote has become famous in the art scenes of Russia and China.

2006 was the year of Russian Culture in China. A grand exhibition was held in the China Art Museum titled “300 Years of Russian Art — Collection of the State Tretyakov Gallery.” People were
surprised to find at the show another portrait of a Chinese by Mylnikov in 1956. It portrays a young woman with two pigtails, in a traditional Chinese blouse of light purple and blue pants. The back-
ground is light orange. The overall color co-ordination is harmonious and graceful. Who is this girl? Her story is yet to be discovered. But it is still a beautiful piece of history that her portrait has be-
ing collected by a Russian state museum.

‘This book includes eight of Mr. Sha’s collection of portraits by Mylnikov: “The Portrait of a Chinese Artist from Chongqing”, “An Arab in Cairo”, “A Japanese Woman”, “Portrait of Tolubaev”, “Tasha
‘with a Toy”, “The Girl in front of the Window”, “Portrait of Alice”, and “Alice in the Garden.”

Tolubaev is a renowned artist and Mylnikov’s old friend. The artist captured a fleeting smile and portrayed successfully his facial expression. In 1959 Mylnikov participated in an USSR art exhibition
in Egypt. The portrait “An Arab in Cairo” was done on the exhibition site, showcasing his strong basic training in portrait sketching.

“The Portrait of Alice” must have been difficult to acquire, since Alice was Mylnikov’s beloved wife and life companion. In youth she was a beautiful ballerina with a quiet personality. Mylnikov did
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