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The Beginning of the Americas

The Discovery of America

Several billion years ago, the earth came into
being. The western world began about six thousand
years ago, only a minute in the history of the earth.

Nearly five hundred years ago — only a sec-
ond in the history of the world—the American con-
tinents were discovered by Europeans. This huge
achievement, one of the most important in the histo-
ry of man, forever changed the future of the world.

4000 B.C 1607 1976
RECORDED JESUS VIRGINIA BICEN-
HISTORY BORN FOUNDED TENNIAL

BEGINS

Though North and South America became
many different countries, the most powerful of
these countries was the United States. The United
States has changed the rest of the world because of
its belief in freedom, equality and its great opportu-
nities for the peoples of foreign countries. The de-
velopment of its huge economy has made the Unit-
ed States a leader in the world. Its developments in
science, technology, and culture have changed the
lives of people everywhere.

The American Republic is still young. It start-
ed with many advantages. It began rich in land and
nature, and had very few other people living on it.

1492 1607 1776 1945

INDEPENDENCE WORLD WAR 1l
DECLARED ENDS

COLUMBUS VIRGINIA
DISCOVERY  FOUNDED

Even though the U.S. has had an excellent
history, it, like Greece and the Roman Republic,
may have difficult times in its future and lose its
power. Perhaps another country will become the
leader in the world soon.

I The Beginning of the Americas 1

Finding the Americas

It took a long time for Europeans to find the
American continents and divide them into many
countries. America was discovered because the
countries of Europe wanted products from the Far
East—countries such as China, Indiaand Indonesia.
However, these products were too expensive to
bring to Europe. They had to be carried far dis-
tances across both land and sea. Businesses in Eu-
rope wanted to find a cheaper way to get the valu-
able products of the Far East, like gold and spices,
to Europe to sell for high profits.

THE WORLD KNOWN TO EUROPE, 1492

In 1295, after a stay of twenty years in China,
Marco Polo, an ltalian, returned to Europe. Several
years later, he told the story of his travels. Marco
Polo’s book, with its beautiful descriptions of Chi-
na, caused Europeans to want a quicker way to the
riches and treasures of East Asia. In this way Mar-
co Polo helped in the discovery of the Americas.

The desire to find a fast way to East Asia was
strong, but people did not have the tools to find a
short path through the oceans. Fortunately, the Eu-
ropean Renaissance of the 14® century was a time of
great technological development. Tools like the
compass and printing press helped educate many
people about sea travel. Also, the Renaissance made
the people in Europe feel excited about adventure.

Portuguese Explorers
In the 14" century, many countries developed
great power in Western Europe. The first countries
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to develop were Portugal, Spain, England, France,
and the Netherlands. Eventually, it was Portugal
who discovered the extremely important short
route to India. In 1488, four years before Columbus
went to America, Bartholomeu Diaz traveled to the
south of Africa by ship. Then, in 1498 Vasco da
Gama sailed around Africa to India. Because of
Vasco Da Gama’s discovery of a shorter way to
India, the Portuguese were able to bring back many
riches to their country.

N\, INDIAN N
ATLANTIC '\ e

OCEAN

e wen Northern Route
——— Mididle Route

|

|

e Diaz (Poriuguese) ]

wwuw S0uthern Route |

&=-=[a Gama (Portugnese)

TRADE BETWEEN EUROPE AND ASIA
Many different peoples camied riches from India and East Asia to
Europe on long roads through Asia.

The leaders of Portugal created trading cen-
ters for the goods of China, India, Africa, and the
East Indies. Huge wealth came into Europe from
these trading centers and the high prices of Asian
goods decreased.

Columbus Accidentally Finds a New World
In the 15" century, Spain was united. Ferdi-
nand and Isabella, the king and queen, made Spain
into a strong country. At this time the Spanish
wanted to beat the Portuguese to the riches of Asia.
They hired many seamen to build their empire.
Once such a seaman was Christopher Colum-
bus. He impressed the king and queen of Spain be-
cause of his energy and courage. Like other edu-
cated people, Columbus believed that the world

Nog

NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES AROUND 1500

was round. He thought that traveling west over the
Atlantic to East Asia would be faster than going
east around Africa.

The Spanish king and queen were interested
in his idea and gave Columbus three small ships,
secamen and money. His travels were hard because
many of his seamen were afraid that the world was
flat and that they would fall off the side. However,
on October 12, 1492, after sailing for six weeks, he
saw land—a small island near America. A new
world was opened to Europe.

Columbus's discovery was great, but he did
not reach his goal. He instead found a huge land
blocking the way to East Asia. Many years later,
Europeans realized that two new continents had
been discovered. Yet Columbus was stubborn and
always believed that he had found East Asia. He
named the people he met there “Indians”, because
he believed he was in India.

It is important to know that these “Indians”, or
Native Americans, were the true discoverers of
America. They had lived on the continent for many
centuries. Many Native American groups, or “tribes”,
had a strong culture and society, but they did not have
strong political organization or strong ideas about pri-
vate land. Because of this the white Europeans easily
took the Native Americans land from them.

0JIBWA

This map shows many different Native American tribes. More than 200
tribés were divided by location, language, and culture.
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IMPORTANT TRAVELS OF DISCOVERY
Spain, Portugal, France, and England received the
greatest profits from the Americas, but ltallans, no-
tably Christopher Columbus of Genoa, did much of
the earliest exploration.

The Spanish Conquerors

Soon Europe understood that the American
continents had many riches of their own. Spain and
Portugal divided up the land of South America in
the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494); Spain received
most of South America, and Portugal got the land
that is now Brazil.

In the 1500s Spain became the largest explor-
ing and colonizing country. Two famous Spanish
explorers of this time were Vasco Balboa, who was
the first European seaman to get to the Pacific
Ocean by crossing over the American Continent.
When he reached the Pacific in 1513 he said that
all the lands in the ocean were now owned by
Spain!

Ferdinand Magellan left Spain in 1519 with
five small ships. All of them but one were de-
stroyed and he was killed in the Philippines. The
one ship that survived made it all the way around
the world and back to Spain in 1522.

Spain also began to explore North America.
In 1513 Juan Ponce de Leon found Florida. He was
looking for a magic kind of water that made people
live forever, but was instead killed by a Native
American arrow. Francisco Coronado explored
what is now Arizona and New Mexico looking for

cities that were made of gold! He was the first Eu-
ropean to find one of the United States natural
wonders: the Grand Canyon.

Drawing of a Spanish Conqueror.

In sqme ways, the Spanish conquerors helped
found the United States. They explored many areas
of the Americas and found a lot of silver and other
riches. Then the English also wanted the riches that
the Spanish hadfmmglmd*bﬁgan to explore and col-
onize Ametica. Eventually the English started to be-
come stronger than the Spanish in North America.
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SPANISH EXPLORATIONS AND CONQUESTS

Though England eventually became the most
powerful country in what is now the United States, the
Spanish also had a large effect on its colonization. By
1574, thirty-three years before the first English peo-
plebuiltatown in Virginia, there were about two hun-
dred Spanish cities and towns in North and South
America and a total of 160,000 Spanish people. They
also set-up two famous universities in 1551, one in
Mexico City and the other at Lima, Peru. Also the
Spanish, compared with the English, created a bigger
and richer empire, and it lasted twenty-five years
longer than the British Empire in the Americas.

England begins to Colonize |
The English began to colenize North America

in the 1500s, but most of their towns and cities
failed and died. By 1600 the English did not have
any living towns in the Americas. Then, in the
1600s, the English were ready to become serious
about colonizing North America. The reason they
wanted to colonize was money. England had begun
to have “joint-stock companies” where many peo-
ple could invest in explorers and then share the
riches that the explorers found.

Another reason for Englands colonization was
that Englands population had become too large and
English people were looking for new land to live
on. England wanted to send its poorest people to
America and get them out of England.

The last big reason for English colonization
was that many people wanted religious freedom.
Religion in England was changing quickly and
many people were not happy with the changes and
thought that they could live more freely in America.

Sir Francis Drake and the Spanish Armada

In the mid-1500s, English pirates began at-
tacking Spanish ships all over the world and steal-
ing their gold and silver. In 1580, Sir Francis
Drake, the most famous of these pirates, was hon-
ored by Queen Elizabeth for his attacks on Spanish
ships.

North Carolina Indians



Queen Elizabeth angered the Spanish more by
sending English troops to the Netherlands to help
the Protestant Dutch win independence from
Catholic Spain.

Elizabeth 1 (1533-1603) was a successful ruler. She never married
(“The Virgin Queen”), although many men proposed to her.

In 1588, King Philip II of Spain sent his navy
of about 130 ships to attack England. The English
used smaller, faster ships to defeat the Spanish.
Then strong storms caused the Spanish to flee.
Spanish honor suffered deeply.

The defeat of the Spanish Navy made England
the strongest naval power in the North Atlantic.
With this power England was able to make, supply
and protect her colonies. The English began to set-
tle on the east coast of North America, which be-
fore was Spain’s land. England’s colonization was
sped up in 1603 when Queen Elizabeth died and
England and Spain signed a peace treaty. This
treaty allowed England to use more of her boats to
colonize America. Also England’s victory gave the
people a high self-confidence and hope for a rich
future for their country.

I The Beginning of the Americas 5
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An English Ship Used to Fight the Spanish Navy.

England Starts Jamestown

In 1606, a joint-stock company, known as The
Virginia Company of London, began a settlement
in North America. The colony was created to find
gold. In 1607, Jamestown, Virginia was selected as
the colony’s site. The early years at Jamestown
were hard. Forty colonists died coming to America
and three hundred more died in the first winter in
America. The settlers could have lived through the
winter, but they used too much time looking for
gold when they should have been finding food. On-
ly 60 people survived into the second year. Dis-
ease, hunger and Indian attacks caused many peo-
ple to die. By 1625, of the 8000 people who came
to Jamestown, only about 1200 people lived.

Life in Virginia became better once people
started growing tobacco and selling it to England.
Tobacco brought a lot of money to the colony, but
it was bad for the soil and needed many workers to
grow. This created a need for slaves.

In 1619, the first ship full of slaves came to
Virginia and sold about twenty black Africans. By
1650, there were 300 blacks in Virginia, and more
than 600 by 1700. Slavery became very important
to the economy of Virginia.

In 1624, the king of England, James I, made
Virginia into a colony ruled by the English king.
This made many people in Virginia angry, because



