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Preface

Shanghai is a city with its unique charms.

Shanghai has a history of 6000 years. In ancient times, it was a town south of the Yangtze
River abundant in cotton, salt, fish and rice. The advancement of transportation and shipping
added vitality to this old city. After its port opening in 1843, Shanghai gradually developed to a
significant metropolis.

This is a land synchronizes with the world because as soon as new things appear in the
western countries they may also be found in Shanghai.

This is a tolerant city which combines the western culture with its own, known as “world
architecture expo”. Buildings of almost all periods and styles can be found here. On one
hand, there are architects stand along the Bund, foreign-style houses and private villas with
columns and corridors of European style set off the dancing parasol trees. On the other hand,
traditional pavilions, gardens, Shanghai Gate and new style lanes also exist as a contrast. The
reputation “ten miles of luxury” is well deserved for its enormous shops and traveling pedlars
in addition to the big commercial stores and streets. Its basic necessities of life, its industry,
trade and finance, its fashion and hardships, its various postures and mixed cultures all
contribute to its rich history and pure Shanghai style.

Most pictures in this collection are selected from various postcards of sceneries and figures
of old Shanghai as well as some other pictures from Zhe Fu's own collection and his donation
to Shanghai History Museum. Narrating and recording the stories of the then Shanghai.
Meanwhile, these postcards and pictures have their own stories. In the early Shanghai, people
stuck stamps of Britain, France, America, German and Japan on the mailed postcards. These
mails, called “Ke You” by stamp collectors existed for 60 years from 1861 to 1922, later became
the material of our early postal history. Therefore, these postcards and pictures themselves are
precious history material.

You may be more familiar with Shanghai after reading this collection. Given an
opportunity, you'd better take this book, stroll around distinguishing buildings and streets,
experience those old houses and listen to some stories once happened there. You can feel
both the past vicissitudes and present magnificence.

Shanghai History Museum
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Along the Bund
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Along the Bund

After the port opened on October 17th 1843, foreigners came to Shanghai in succession.
More and more organizations and facilities were concentrated in the Bund area, which was
alongside the Whampoo River and close to the old Shanghai city, forming unique scenery in
Shanghai. The British Concession was formerly bounded with Whampoo River in the east,
Lijiazhuang in the north, Yangjingbang in the south and connected to a wasteland in the west,
which was an embryo of the Bund. Several years later, when France established its Concession
in Shanghai, it also favored the left vacant space between the British Concession and the
Chinese county. The Bund enlarged step by step.

The original Bund was no more than a wild farmland outside Shanghai city. Along the
Bund there was only one narrow road for boatmen to tow boats. “Submerged when tide comes,
and emerged when it’s gone”. Nothing could be found there except reed. Firms of different
countries were constructed near the Bund when the French and British Concessions set up.
The narrow road was substituted with an avenue made up of coal dust, cinders and pebbles. In
1862, embankment was established and trees were planted along the Whampoo River. British
botanist R.Fortune, who once came to Shanghai in 1843, was astonished on his returning
by such profound changes. “I heard about that many foreign banks were built in Shanghai
and the last time when I left China, some banks were under construction indeed. But now, a
brand new city of large scale has already set up on that uncultivated Chinese area and even on
farmland and graveyard”.

Until 1930’s, there were hundreds of architectures along the Bund consisted of banks,
foreign firms, consulates and hotels of different countries all over the world.

Started from the Asiatic Petroleum Company Building on the south Bund, some
prominent units along the river include: British Association, Nippon Yusen Co., Ltd, Trade
Bank of China, Commercial Bureau, HSBC, Shanghai Customs, Bank of Communications,
Central Bank, “North China Daily News” Agency, Macquarie Bank, Palace Hotel, Cathay
Hotel (Sassoon House), Bank of China, Yokohama Specie Bank, Yangtze Insurance Company,
Jardine Matheson, British Consulate-General and Russian, Germany, American and Japanese
Consulates on the southern bank of Soochow Creek..

The majority of the Bund architectures follow the example of the West, combining various
schools from Classic style, Renaissance style, Gothic style to modern style and concentrating
the history of architectures development from two or three-floored foreign style house to
skyscraping. The buildings of the Bund are not only the epitome of the development in
Concessions but also the mark of the cultural communication between China and western
countries, and the symbol of the development of Shanghai as well.
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View of the Bund in the 1850s.In the picture, we can see the Custom.

American Consulate, and Port of Shanghai.

FHSNELANEEREE, ZABRNASEET. IEX5TIES.
The early American Consulate, Tanner Ltd, The Custom and Dent& Co.
Alfred around.

NEETEIER R S RO T . WERZESNE, SNEER
View of the Bund and waterfront . HiET L,
Foreign warships and opium ships on the Whampoo
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River, seen from Pootung.

FEFEE W | #HO




pung oy} 3uoy

schcmgh

121

1900 A B BEBLINGE, FlEAKRETHIEE, 1906FE8H30AZ
EREMA,

The scene of the Bund around 1900, in the center is the old Gustom.
(1906 .8.30 sent to Berlin, German)
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Foreign warships on the Whampoo River.

HINESE CUSTOM
. SHANGHAI, CHINA.—
is one of the principal seaports of

THE
UBE
hul
China. The Chinese city proper is enclosed PLACE
within walls 24 feet high, the streets being nar- STAMP HERE
. row and dirty and the bulidings low and erowded.
In 1843 it was opened as one of the five treaty DOMESTIC
ports and an important forelgn settlement ix ONE CENT
Dow established with a separate government
The subjects and citizens of each mationality
are under the protection of thei

FOREIGN
thelr _respectivel TWOCENTS
consuls. The Ohinese authorities retain com-

plete control over all customs.
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1900 £ A/ EBSNE, RXAEONE, 1A RO LEL.
The Bund around 1900.0n the: opposite side of ‘the Custom, the opium ship
was on the river.
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1800 Z- A HOvERR SR AN .
The Bund of the French Cancession around 1900 .

1900 7= 5 & R AE SRS 19006 Z=  HISINAE L
The bird's eye view of the British Bund around 1900 The Bund around 1900.
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1905 F Z AR ER . NRVRHLAN—F/NE, EBARKR
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The Bund British Concession around 1905. The Bund, originally a towing path at the
bank ‘of the Whampoo River, developed through, time /into one of ‘the most “famous

streets in the Far East.
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The early mud road along the Bund.

Shanghal. The Bund.

ShAE, 1910 R EYSNME, o7 LIE L1908 FF 48 3@ 1910 2L IS K,
The Bund. EHNEMEE. The Bund in about 1910.
The Bund in around 1910. On the left is
the railroad car.



1920F 2 AMSNE, ZNWARIRERENRERS,
The Bund in about 1920. The building on the left is the British
Association after reconstruction .

e e ¥ PosT CARD. - POSTKARTE. - CARTE POSTALE. \ak Nz-“ Genenl View of the Bund.

19104 - 5 BO5MIE . T T I90ERARFARIEL R,
The Bund in about 1910, General view of the Bund in around 1910s.
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1920 KA. RERCFRITHECZEN. AUAR
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The Bund in about 1920s.The new Hongkong & Shanghai
Banking Corporation building” has been built, on the right side
is the peaceful memorial monument for the World War |,

F which was inaugurated in February 1924 .

A panoramic view of the Fam
Waterfront of Shanghai, T™No.
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View of Bund seen from War Memorial .

1930 R AISM A,
View of the Bund from War Memorial in about 1930s.
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1930 FE ME R EBIN . FEER PR F WD HKE
EHEEFHNFERT?T.
View of the Bund from Pootung in 1935, the Bank
of China was under construction beside Sassoon
House .
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The Bund in about 1930.The buildings'are German Club,
Yokohama Specie Bank Ld., Yangtze Insurance Company
Jardine ,Matheson & Co.,Ld and Glen line Building.

Shanghai. The Bund.
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The north of the Bund, near Soochow: River .
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The Bund about 1937, the Bank of China was under
construction .

SINEBRBESIELEE R,
The Public Garden and the Seashore from the Whanpoo
River
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19405 72 A RISNE TR
The scene of Bund in about 1940 .
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