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It seems to me unquestionable that Faulkners imagination does
indeed tend toward polarization—toward patterns of duality and even
multiplicity in his structures, in his demography (by which I mean the
configurations of characters within particular texts), and in his handling

of questions of moral judgment.

— Michael Millgate
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Chapter 1 Introduction .
Literature Review, Research Purpose and
Methodology

Of all the American writers among whom even American Noble Prize
winners in literature are included, William Faulkner (1897 — 1962) is
indubitably the most literally famous and critically attractive. Some
statistical data have indicated to us that the literary criticism arising from
his works has far outnumbered the other American Nobel Prize winners in
literature ; Sinclair Lewis, Ernest Hemingway, John Steinbeck and Pearl
Buck. Early in 1982, Kinney claimed, “[I]n the past few years, critical
work on Faulkner has exceeded that of any other author in English save
Shakespeare” (1982: 34). Since the 1980’s, his literary fame has
continued to be so. Until now Faulkner studies have transgressed the
borderline of the United States, extending to other parts of the world, for
instance, to France, Germany, Russia, England, Japan, China and even
Latin America. Each year an international conference on his studies is
convened either in his hometown, Oxford, Mississippi, or in other
metropolis in the world. Besides, there are the three essential periodicals
for the latest information about Faulkner studies, The Faulkner Newsletter,
Yoknapatawpha Review, the Faulkner Journal, and the annual Etudes

Faulkneriennes. In addition to these we have still two Faulkner



