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Preface

HSK , the abbreviation of Chinese Pin Yin for Chinese Pro-
ficiency Test,has been seen steadily on the rise.

HSK ,authorized and approved by Chinese government,is
a standardized examination intended for non-native speakers of
Chinese and foreigners who are studying Chinese. Ardent re-
sponse has been received since its application both from home
and abroad. It is and will keep influencing on the teaching and
the methods of teaching of Chinese. It is one of the important
steps taken that Chinese learners all over the world have been
looking forward to for the rationalization, classification and
standardization of teaching Chinese.

HSK ,as it has been known,is neither compiled by follow-
ing any specific teaching syllabus nor from the corpus selected
from any prevalent course of study for foreigners. The‘ purpose
of so doing is to provide an opportunity for all and test honest-
ly on the proficiency in Chinese on the part of learners in a
broad sense. There may arise some problems to the teachers
from students on how to achieve an instant result and how to
put it into practice or at least how to approach the language
and tests so that they can accomplish the results that HSK re-
quires. Unfortunately there has been no definite answer to the
complicated problem like the latter which may not be solved in
the foreseeable future,nor may it be in the long run. Some ob-
jectives ,however ,can be accomplished for the former by teach-
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ing courses of basic Chinese, in the meantime supplemented
with HSK reinforcement courses for which the book in ques-
tion is written. In fact, Tianjin University External Chinese
Teaching Center of which I am a teacher has been opening
“HSK Short-term Reinforcement Classes”every year recently
in an attempt to help the students pass it and even make it
more perfect,and it has proved effective.

The striking distinction of this book from other teaching
materials lies in its special purpose meant for the students’ fa-
miliarity with HSK ,the newly-emerged Sphinx,on the basis of
brief analysis of different HSK sections provided with a large
quantity of exercises.

To accomplish this goal, much study has been conducted
on the conception of test-making and a great many of faulty
sentences have been collected from extensive sources and ana-
lyzed by taking in valuable experience of some reputed scholars
in the field of teaching Chinese as a second language as well as
useful findings of contrastive and comparative linquistics. The
book also puts stress on availability and verysimilitude ,aiming
to have a broad coverage of grammar, for the purposes of
which I would like to make necessary modifications and revi-
sions on the book until the final ends are reached.

1t should be pointed out that this book can also be used as
a comprehensive exercise book for listening,reading and writ-
ing materials in basic Chinese teaching-however,there seem to
be few books of this kind at present. Making allowance for
that,this book is so arranged as to:
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1. have a high rate of re-occurence for some structures and vo-
cabulary problems.

2. have different problems asked on the same structure in spe-
cific sections to draw students’ attention.

3. have a small number of problems which do not take too
much into account the mutual-independence between items or
between problems.

Considering the limitation of space of the book,no version
other than Chinese to which teachers and students can make
reference to is given to the parts such as “Suggestions on
Teaching”. “Introduction and Analysis” and “Notes on Ap-
proaches to Problems”.

Acknowledgement is hereby given to those respecful
scholars who kindly provided axamples and some of the exer-
cises adopted in this book.

I should like especially to thank Mr. Jiang Ming, from
Foreign Languages Department in Tianjin University, for his
excellent work on the interpretation of English version of this
preface owing to which learners may have easy access to a bet-

ter understanding of the book.

The Writer
Geng Er Ling
April, 1992
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