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@& PREFACE

Reading is my favorite hobby. Collecting Incents Burners is my destiny.

My father taught me how to be a man when | was a child. He also told me
the story of Emperor Xuande which was crafting Incents Burners during the Ming
Dynasty, and by pure curiosity, | wanted to learn more abot it.

But my father had always refused to teach me more about Incents Burners,
warning me by declaring that "A person who would spend too much time playing
around would lose his ambition”.

During my youth, | was fascinated by families collecting antics like old watches,
funeral bronze tripods, and cauldrons. They represent my childhood, and evoke
memories from my Father, but never knew the reason why my Father always stood
against it

Time has its reason, and my Father passed away. This fascination grew in me,
and | became ambitious.

| was previously interest in ceramics, faiences, andéwscovered that Cong vases
were made of Jade in ancient times. After years of collecting them, | got hundreds of
Congs like *Long Quan” from the Song Dynasty, Green Glazed Congs from Kangxi,
Qing Dynasty, Blue and White Congs from Guangxu, Qing Dynasty. | once thought
of writing & book about them; | still wonder why | have never done t...

A couple of years ago, | came across an Incents Bumer from Heyi Ge, it had
a nice sound, was made of a darker color, showing a marking with four characters,
not very large but covering the palm of my hand, it was well balanced and beautiful. |
was immediately attracted, embraced it for a moment to finally take it home.

| then started to collect Incents Burners; this has become my mission in ife. |
am not a professional collector, nor do | work in the field of antiques. | don't claim
to be an expert in research, nor an evaluator of antiques.My reasons for collecting
Incents Burners and publishing my findings are simply my enthusiasm for Chinese
culture, memories of my childhood, and the revelation my first Incents Burner from

Heyi Ge.



Fortunately, there are many antiques in Beijing, China's capital. By scouring
antique shops, consulting experts and constantly reading around the subject, my
knowledge and my collection of Incents Burners have increased.

| have concentrated on collecting Incents Burners which were originally made
1o use in the study; they conjure up an idea of quiet elegance in the time of Emporer
Xuande. | also have a secondgary collection of Incents Burners which were made for
The Royal Palace, and a stil smaller collection which were intended for domestic
use.

When choosing an Incents Burner for purchase, | pay particular attention to
the elegance of design, sometimes even buying a slightly damaged specimen if it
particularly appeals to me. | il then sometimes seek the opinion of experts to see
if such a piece can be restored to its former glory. If it can be restored, | am happy; |
feel that the little piece deserves this act of kindness!

| organized a little atelier where to clean and repair my Incents Burners.
Dedicating my heart and soul, | often worked all nights long.l put all my heart and
soul into restoring Incents Burners; embellishing them, my emotions were growing,
my spirit lighting up, and so concentrated that | would realized the sun at its Zzenith
on the following day. | would then and only, lit an incent in my newly restored Incents
Burmers.

| would make a special ceremony after purchasing a high quality Incents Burner.
Choosing a proper time during a specific day, | would shower and wear new clothes.
Displaying the Incents Bumer on my desk, and facing a special direction, | would
also choose the perfect flavor and light it with wool. | would then seat peacefully,
facing it with respect, and enjoy a cup of Longing Tea in total peacefulness. Until the
smoke rises and circles in the atmosphere, | would sip my tea, enjoying a true sense
of relief and happiness. Smoke from the incents would then carry away my sight,
dreams, and my sought would follow the legend of “The Memoire of the Peach

Blossom'.

n b s



“Glossing is the rainbow of the southern mountain,

Coming back are the pair of swallows in front of the hall.

Let's cultivate in the field together,

Let's help each other in the dalily life."

| have never collected any others things besides Incents Bumers, for | think that
aman should honor and dedicate himself to one and one only passion.

My nights have quite since | have been collecting Incents Burners, and this
because these antics hold in them souls from their long gone owners.

This is what burners are, they represent people’s mediations. Educated
people understand Incents Burners, love them dearly, and pass them on from one
generation to another. Poems are even dedicated to Incents Burners.

Incents Burners have been made for over six hundred years, and not others
antics have experienced such dilapidations. Nowadays, it is extremely difficult to find
originals. It is unfortunate to say that there is not true Ap\anaﬁion to what is a real
Xuande Incent Burner; however, and since the Ming Dynasty, many workshops have
been recreating them. Thankfully, people and men like myself have been able to
identify a few, and to collect them.

The fact is that we almost lost this Art of Making. How to experience emotions,
how to identify our personal being, what would have happened without these
dedicated workshops from the Ming Dynasty?

After years of collecting, | now have enough to display them for the public.

At first, | displayed all my Incents Burners all over my place using many different
surfaces including my tea table and the floor, and they immediately took the shape
of adragon. | feit satisfied but not totally pleased.

I then grouped them by colors, from light to dark, and in five different groups.

Stepping back for a better view, | realized that my display had the shape of
“Wuxing', a symbol from "Bagua’. And was it just a pure coincidence?

Later on, | decided to classify them following the shape of their handles, and



displayed them in a radial geometry. | stood in the empty center, and observed
silently but without been able to create the perfect display.

Midnight passed, and | was still checking different angles when suddenly
sparkling under the light the perfect symbol of the “Bagua" took form.

| jumped out of the circle, and displayed a golden incent Burmer together with a
black Incents Burner inside in the middle of the “Bagua” symbol.

| was speechless, reaié\ng that it was accomplishing the Ying and Yang, the
Qian and Kun, a true definition of Xuande Incents Burners.

| haven't been collecting Incents Bumers for a long period, and still have lots to
learn,

Xuande Incents Burners are complicated to study as well as to understand, and
| hope that you will be able to correct or ad more to them.

My unique collection is about Ming and Qing Dynasties.

| pay attention to their shape, color, sound, quality and craftsmanship, and | trust
that | have totally devoted myself at collecting them.

| give many thanks and with respect to:

Emperor Xuande and its court; collectors and writers from all over the world and
for centuries; the prosperity of my country; Beijing, China's capital, which is also at
the center of our Chinese culture; to all my friends that have been supporting me

over the years; and finally to my Father.
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