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“Connecting people through the gift of knowledge.”

—Xinhua Finance Library Foundation




Once on a business trip, I picked up an in—
flight magazine in the airplane and happened to
read an article about a poverty—stricken area
of the Ningxia region of northwest China called
Haiyuan. Haiyuan is classified by the United
Nations as one of the least suitable places for
human beings to live on the planet. Working in
Asia as I have for many years, I have witnessed
the rapid development of China, especially the
prosperous coastal cities with their row upon row
of skyscrapers. But in Haiyuan, I found another
different world.

I was born in the United States, but poverty has
cast a shadow over my Tife too. I grew up in the
southwest of the U.S. and an accident took away
the life of my husband and also made me a single
mother burdened with raising my children, worrying
each day about life and my children’s future. But
I always had a determination to overcome these
difficulties and create a bright future for my
children. After a long struggle, I finally shook
off the shadow of poverty and my wish for my
children came true. The people I met in Ningxia
brought back memories of those days when I
was fighting for the future of myself and my
children, as well as memories of the many people
who helped me along the way. At that moment,
while reading the article in that in—flight

magazine, I decided to make a trip to Ningxia.

On an October day in 2005, I arrived in
Haiyuan County. I had some previous knowledge
of the place, but I was still stunned by the
living conditions there. The dry loess plateau
stretching as far as the eye could see, scarred
by deep ravines, the arid soil which is often
unable to bear crops due to the lack of water. In
some years, rain falls here no more than once or

twice.

In the midst of this bare yellow land, I found
myself in an “oasis’ , a place that moved me
deeply. It was Cangwan Village. A villager named
Li Chenglin, understanding the importance of
knowledge, had donated some space in his home

and created a library where the villagers could



chat and read after work each day. As they
read the books and passed the time using the
facilities, the villagers forgot for a while
about the hardship of their lives. Through this
tiny library, they gained access to knowledge
and new ideas outside their villages and most
importantly gained the ability to pursue their
own dreams. Over the years, Mr Li put in a lot of
time, effort and money to develop the library,
and it even pushed him into debt. In the early
stages, the villagers did not fully appreciate
the significance of what Mr Li had done, but in
the face of some criticism, he persevered. Now,
I could see in the faces of the villagers the
respect and gratitude that they felt for Mr Lo
I felt sorry for. this barren land, but I really
appreciated Mr Li for his kindness and for his

vision.

As I returned from Ningxia, I thought about what
meaningful help I could give to these villagers,
to help widen their horizons and help to Tift
them out of poverty.

We founded Xinhua Finance in 1999 to bridge
China’ s financial markets and the world. Since
then, the rapid growth of the Chinese economy
has drawn global attention, and China has
become a hot spot of foreign investment. We
offer reliable financial information services
to investors while simultaneously enhancing
market transparency and information disclosure
standards for China with world—class methodology
and practices. We help to keep investors abreast

Foreword

of the rapidly growing financial and commercial
markets of China. Over the years, we had
gradually met the goals we set for ourselves at
the beginning. Now, I felt we could build another
bridge, a bridge of knowledge to help the people
of Ningxia and other poor areas to acquire
knowledge and shake off their poverty. So the
Xinhua Finance Library Foundation was founded
with the motto “Connecting people through the
gift of knowledge” . We decided to build one
library each year in one remote village in China
and provide it with books to help the people
there 1ift themselves out of poverty.

In line with our plan, the Foundation donated
money and books to Mr. Li's library in 2005.
Then in 2006 and 2007, we built Tibraries in
Youfangyuan Village and Beitang Village, both in
Haiyuan County. In 2008, another Xinhua Finance

Tibrary will be completed in Inner Mongolia.

This book is actually the story of how we have
built village libraries in Ningxia and Inner
Mongolia, and includes photographs that help
to preserve those pleasant days in my memory.
Leafing through this book, I felt all those
moments come back once more and touched me
in the very depth of my heart. The village kids
are smiling innocently, our staff members laugh
happily with villagers during the construction of
the libraries, we are all sweating during the work
on those scorching summer days, and we were all

sad to finally say farewell to the villagers.



I would Tike to take this opportunity to extend
my heartfelt gratitude to our publishers and Hua
Yi PubTishing House. Thanks to your support and
help, we are able to publish this book which we
hope will raise awareness of the people Tiving in
poverty—stricken areas of China. Meanwhile, we
hope it will also prompt more people to consider
and explore effective approaches to helping Tlocal
villagers to improve their lives and embrace a

‘bright future along with us

Finally, my sincere thanks also go to the staff
members of Xinhua Finance around the globe. I
thank you for donating books, stationery and
money to our Tibrary project. Some of our staff
even traveled long distance alone or with their
families to the work site in Ningxia where
they worked on the building of the library -
carting dirt, offloading bricks, getting totally
involved in the Tibrary construction. I want you
all to know that your help and dedication have
had an impact, and have helped the villagers to
feel that they are cared for, helped them know
more about the world outside their villages and
also given me the courage and strength to push

forward with our Tibrary foundation.

Fredy Bush
CEOQ, Xinhua Finance
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Chapter 1

Inner Mongolia: Locating a Library

Time: 8:00 am, 15th Octol

Location: on the way from Hohhot )ingshuihe County
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