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Preface

Discourse analysis has become over the past several decades a
major growth industry in modern language study (Hoey, 1991) and
has come to be used in a wide range of meanings with a wide range
of activities (Brown & Yule, 1983). As a generic term, it has come
to mean many different things to many different people. For
rhetoricians, discourse analysis involves the study of literacy texts
and the stylistic and rhetorical features of various texts. For
pragmaticians (e. g. the Birmingham School), discourse analysis is
particularly concerned with semantic relationships between
construicted pairs of sentences and their syntactic realizations. They
are conc-;emed, too, with relationships between forms and functions,
sentences and the world in terms of whether or not sentences are
used to make statements which can be assigned truth values. For
functional linguists (e.g. Halliday, 1994 ), discourse analysis
involves the study of form-function relationships within language
segments usually larger than the sentence or utterance, though
seldom larger than the paragraph for written language, or the brief
dialogue for oral language. They are particularly interested in the
themerheme patterns of sentence structures and the patterns of
information flow in sentences and their relations to text coherence.

For formal linguists or text linguists (e.g. Van Dijk 1972, De
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Beaugrande 1980, Halliday and Hasan 1976), discourse analysis is
often the study of text corpora, usually to examine text type
variations, linguistic features, processes and systems determined by
non-sentential relations (i.e. anaphora, deixis, aspect, etc). For
sociolinguistics, discourse analysis is primarily assumed to involve
the study of social interaction manifested in conversation and their
descriptions emphasize features of social context which are
particularly amenable to sociological classification. They are
particularly interested in real language data, especially the
transcribed spoken discourse. For psycho-linguistics and cognitive
psychologists, discourse analysis is primarily involved with the study
of relations between language units, conceptual units, retention,
comprehension, production, and the mental representation of
knowledge. For applied linguists, discourse analysis involves the
study of language as it develops and is used by different cultural /
learner groups. For composition researchers and educationalists,
discourse analysis involves the development and assessment of
students’ writing abilities (Kaplan, 1976).

While most researchers agree that discourse analysis involves
the study of language beyond the level of the sentence/utterance
unit, actual discourse research fragments into a broad array of
assumptions, procedures, databases and research goals. This
variation depends, in part, on whether research is intended to show
the interactional structures of oral language, or the importance of
discourse structure constraints in writing in terms of cognitive,
stylistic, or pedagogical perspectives.

The book is intended to introduce readers, students of

linguistics in particular, a comprehensive view of what discourse
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analysis is. It tries to cover the basic theories and ideas related to the
field and demonstrate how real language is at work, and how
practical and relevant discourse analysis can be to both language
teachers and students in terms of using language for speaking or
writing. The book starts with a brief introduction of the
development of discourse analysis from the perspective of second
language teaching, showing how discourse analysis is of practical
value to language learning and teaching. Then it shifts to the
discussion of linguistic theories relevant to discourse analysis,
distinctive terms and definitions, providing a briefl theoretical
foundation for the actual learning and using discourse skills in
observing language data. The discourse analysis proper follows a
bottomup manner, starting from the examination of intra- and
inter-sentence relations—grammatical and lexical cohesion, to
conversational and spoken interactions, theme-rheme patterns and
information organizations in written discourse, genre analysis and
intertextuality. There are surely parts that the students will find
familiar with (especially the linguistic theories from various sources
and the basic ideas of cohesion and coherence). But analysis from
different theoretical perspectives and issues (e.g. concerning the
relation between cohesion and coherence, the ways genre research is
carried out and the dialogic nature of intertexuality, etc) will
definitely be very interesting and enlightening to them as these areas
are not well explored yet and thus will prove to be promising
branches of learning for discourse analysis in terms of its generation
and interpretation.

The strength of the volume lies in its comprehensiveness in

contents, compatibility between theory and practice, and clarity in
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ideas and research orientations. Moreover, the book will offer an
overview of how important and relevant discourse analysis can be to
various areas of language learning and teaching, especially the
learning or teaching of creative writing and sensible reading.
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