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y brother-in-law opened the
ol e

bottom drawer and lifted out
a tissue-wrapped package.
“This,” he said, “is not a s_l_i’p liph n. 1, #F: SRCH
©©_ This is lingerie!wrs»iz! ntiklisrsk * He
discarded the tissue and handed me the slip.
“silk, hand-

made and trlmmed with a cobweb

It was exquisite R

of lace. The price tag w1th an astronomi-

cal figure on it was still attached. “Jan bought

this the first time we went to New York, at

least 8 or 9 years ago. She never wore it. She

was saving it for a special occasion. Well, I

guess this is the occasion.” He took the slip

from me and put it on the bed with the other
clothes we were taking to the mortician

. His hands h'ngered on the soft mate-

rial for a moment, then he slammed the

(1= U

drawer shut and turned to me. ”Don t ever
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save anything for a special occasion. Every
day you're alive is a special occasion.”

I remembered those words through the
funeral and the days that followed when I
helped him and my niece attend to all the sad
job that follow an une;pected death. I thought
about them on the plane returning to Califor-
nia from the Midwestern town where my
sister’s family lives. I thought about all the
things that she hadn’t seen or heard or done.
I thought about the things that she had done
without realizing that they were special.

I'm still thinking about his words, and
they’ve changed my life. I'm reading more
and dusting less. I'm sitting on the deck and
admiri;g the view without fussing about the
weeds in the garden. I'm spending more time
with my family and friends and less time in
committee meetings(. Whenever possible, life
should be a pattern of experience to enjoy, not

endure. I'm trying to recognize these mo-

ments now and cherish them.)
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‘m not “saving” anything; we use our
good china and crystal f\or every spe-
cial event-such as losmg a pound, get-
ting the sink unstopped, the first camellia
komi-lio) 0. %48 blossom. I wear my good blazer
bleiza] n. HESFRIBENR R 1o the market i I feel like
it. My theory is if I look prosp ‘(;‘ﬁ(é, I can
/\_A\ell out “'!" £ $28.49 for one small bag of
groceries without drawing back ™" “. I'm

not saving my good per-

‘&v-

parties;
clerks

fume for spec1a1‘
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