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Preface

Yunnan province is located in southwestern China between 97031'39" ~ 106°11'47" E and 21°08'30" ~29°15'8" N. It is
an inland province at a low latitude and high elevation. The province borders Tibet and Sichuan in the north, Guizhou and
Guangxi in the east, Vietnam and Laos in the south and Myanmar in the west. Its total area is about 390,000 km?, and it is the
eighth largest province in the country in area.

Yunnan is one of the original homes of our forefathers. It is famous throughout the world as the kingdom of animals,
plants and non-ferrous metals. In this beautiful and varied land, you can enjoy countless wonders of nature, rich biodiversity
and many historic sites, all of which make you feel as if you were in a huge, living, natural history museum. The land is so
entrancing that millions of people who love nature have been attracted to this wonderland.

Yunnan has an abundance of flowering plants. About 2500 flowering plant species, which contribute so much to the beauty
of the environment have been found in Yunnan. That's why the province is also called "the Natural Garden". Since the last
century, many of Yunnan's wild flower species have been introduced to Europe and the United States for cultivation. All the
flowers, such as Rhododendron sp., Primula sp., Gentiana sp., Pedicularis sp., Lilium sp., Nomocharis sp. and Meconopsis
sp., are native to the province. In Yunnan there are 684 orchid species, among which about 200 species are of great beauty
and aesthetic value. Roaming around in all the places in the province, tropical rain forests, monsoon rain forests, subtropical
evergreen broadleaved forests, conifer forests, alpine meadows and the debris on high mountains, you will always have the
chance to see a wonderland of brightly colored flowers.

In order to help people appreciate and understand Yunnan, we published this album series, "Yunnan Natural Museum *,
hoping that more and more people will learn to love nature and care for the environment. While producing this album series,
our aim was to make the books scientific, informative, interesting and beautiful to look at.
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Alpine Glory

The Hengduan Mountain Range in northwestern Yunnan is the main distribution area for many world famous flowers, such
as Rhododendron sp., Primula sp., Gentiana sp., Pedicularis sp., Meconopsis sp., Nomocharis sp., etc. In this place, you can
see different vegetation belts on the mountains due to the vertical changes in climate. At elevations between 2600 and 4000
m, you can see spruce forest belts, larch forest belts and fir forest belts in turn. In all these forests, you can see Rhododendron
flowers. All the flowers in the high mountains are baptized by snow and ice every year. In spring, the forests come alive with
color because this is when the Rhododendron comes into full bloom. Here in late spring and early summer, you can also
experience the wonder of standing in a sea of reds, yellows, oranges, blues, purples, and whites of the flowering herbs in the
alpine meadows, Primula sp., Pedicularis sp., Meconopsis sp., and so many others. At the same time, the mountain peaks
around are still covered with snow. They reach high up into the blue of the sky. The streams and lakes on the mountains are
pure and clear. In Autumn, the golden meadows are still decorated with exquisite blue flowers (Gentiana sp.). Northwestern
Yunnan is famous because here is the original home of many of the most famous garden flowers. They were taken from here
and cultivated all over the world..
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002  Magnolia wilsonii

A deciduous tree between 2 and 8 m tall. Its flowering season
is April and June and fruiting season September and October.
The flower grows in sparse forests and shrubs in valleys at
elevations of 2000-3300 m. The flower is big and beautiful
and it is often planted in courtyards.

003  Schisandra sphaerandra f. pallida

This is a woody climber. Its flowering season is May and
June and fruiting season August and Semptember. It grows
in evergreen broadleaved forests and alpine conifer forests.
Both its flower and fruit are very beautiful to look at and can
be used as ornamental plants climbing up walls and
buildings.

004 Anemone demissa var. major

A perennial herbaceous plant, 25-68 cm tall. It flowers in
June and July. The plant grows on grassy slopes and in
sparse forests at elevations of 3200-4100 m. It can be planted
in pots, parterres, around rockeries and in borders. The
flowers can easily be grown from seed.

005 Aquilegia rockii

A herbaceous hardy perennial, 40-80 cm tall. It flowers in
June and August and fruits from July to September. The
flower grows in broadleaved forests at elevations of 2500-
3500 m. The flower is beautiful with many different shapes
and colors. It is easy to grow in parterres and flower beds.
006 Clematis akebioides

A woody climber which can grow to around 3m in length. Its
flowering season is June and July and the fruiting season in
August and September. The flower climbs around shrubs
and beside streams in valleys at elevations of 2700-4300
m. The flower is striking, and will thrive on trellises and grow
up walls and poles .
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007  Clematis chrysocoma
A woody climber or shrub with a stem which will grow to 1 ~
3 min length. Its flowering season is between April and July
and fruiting season between July and November. The flower
grows in shrubs on slopes or in valleys at elevations of
1000 ~ 3200 m. The whole plant can be used as a traditional
Chinese medicine for clearing heat, assisting urinary
problems, diminishing inflammation and relieving pain.
008 Clematis pseudopogonandrs
A woody climber which grows to 3 m in length. Its flowering
season is June and July and fruiting season in August and
Sempember. It grows in shrubs by streams or in valleys at
elevations of 2700 ~ 4300 m. This plant can be grown in
cold areas.
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009  Paeonia delavayi

A deciduous shrub between 0.6 and 1.5 m tall. Its flowering season is in May and June and fruiting
season in September and October. It grows in karst sparse forests or on gravel slopes at elevations of
2700 - 3700 m. It has a very large, deep purple flower and can be planted in courtyards. This plant is

also important in that it contains genes which are essential for peony breeding. Its roots are said to
have medicinal effects for activating blood and assisting urinary problems.

010  Paeonia lutea

A deciduous shrub from 0.6 to 1.5 m tall. Its flowering season is in April and May and fruiting season in
August and Semptember. It grows in karst sparse forests at elevations of 1900-3500 m. It is of great
value both aesthetically and in peony breeding. It can be grown from seed or using a cutting from the
plant itself.
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