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chasing

scared Cerceris hortivaga
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“The book examined how Cerceris hortivaga bees hunted for
other insects. Bees lay their eggs underground, and then capture
other insects to put next to the eggs. When the larvae hatches, it can
eat the insect.”

“Dufour took some dead insects out of a bee hole and noticed
that they did not rot even during the hot summer. He concluded
that the bees must have put special chemicals into the insects when

they stung them so that the insects would not rot.”
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“When I looked at the rice weevils I was shocked. The
weevils looked alive, as if they would crawl away. But when I
poked them or pressed them, they did not move. ‘Are they
dead?’”
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“But right at that moment, the weevils began to excrete. ‘They
could not possibly be dead then.’”

“I remembered that insects would die if gasoline touched their
body, so I poured a little gasoline into a bottle and put the rice

weevils inside, within a few minutes they were dead.”
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“I did the same experiment over a hundred times. Then I realized an
important fact: the bees did not kill the rice weevils, they only
anesthetized them. They did this because they wanted to give fresh food
to the young bees.” %

“Dufour was wrong. The bees were not trying to | the rice

weevils from rotting, they were only anesthetizing them for a short period

of time so that the rice weevils keep fresh.”
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