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Advocate the Fashion of Spontaneous
Reading

My professional career entails my frequent visits abroad for
taking part in book exhibition activities. This has afforded me
with hosts of opportunities for recording with my camera the
ways people in different parts of the world engage in activities
of reading.

The photos | took highlight in a carefree and unmannered way in
reading—a way that bespeaks relaxation, pleasure, enjoyment
and a life completely free of mundane concerns or constraints.
Some photos taken at the Frankfurt Book Fair serve to illustrate
such a reading habit as can be described as “the eyes browse
the pages like a sweeping gale, and the readers move along the
books”. Some photos taken somewhere on the banks of the
Rhine serve to feature the way of life of the local people —
“their resort at weekend was to enioy reading on garden chairs
on a lawn”. Some photos taken in the “lovers’ island” in the

suburbs of Helsinki can all be given the caption: “It seems




knowledge is ubiquitous, in the heavens as well as in the
streams. So long as you addict yourself to reading, you would
experience only ecstasy and aspire after a sublime life.” Read—
ing can certainly bring about peace of mind. Some photos taken
in Helsinki faithfully reflect the zest of the local people in
practicing “morning reading”. They enjoy the morning routine
of “browsing through newspapers while tasting a cup of fra—
grant tea in morning sunlight to have a panoramic view of what
is going on in the world”. The photo taken in SZ@o Paulo,
Brazil, shows a young man in the chill early spring wind,
reading books with a viola by his side. A photo taken in St.
Petersburg indicates a white—haired lady, with a red shawl K6 is
reading in the autumn wind. A photo taken in Moscow give us
to understand that even the chivalrous warriors set great store
by profuse reading. A photo taken in Luxor, Egypt, serve to
illustrate the fact that the elderly swimming in the Nile, then
reading in a deck chair, freely and leisurely, enjoying life...

A sort of acumen probably cultivated by my professional career
as a cameraman has led me to perceive that the way in which
a nation engages in reading is the apt epitome of her esprit and
of the level of her cultural development. This perception of

mine has moved me into musing over the”World Reading Day” .



“World Reading Day” has behind it a lot of beautiful legends.
The earliest of them dates back to 1926 when the king of Spain
founded the “Spain Festival of Freedom”on Oct. 7, the birth—
day of the great Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes. In 1930,
the festival was changed to April 23, “Saint George's Day” in
Catalonia, Spain, becoming a part of the traditional celebrations
of the day. The legend of the “Saint George's Day” runs like
this. a brave man George killed a dragon and saved a princess,
who later presented him a book symbolizing knowledge and
strength to show her gratitude. In memory of the legend, from
medieval era, men and women would exchange books and roses.
In 1995. UNESCO decided that the “World Book and Copyright
Day” would be celebrated on this date and its theme is “reading
changes the world”.

Comparatively speaking, western countries have been more active
in establishing their own Day of Book. Such countries as Britain,
France, Germany, America, each has its own Reading Day, Book
Day  Poetry Mooth... In recent years China has been trying to
follow suit by developing a spectrum of reading—based activities.
However it is a pity that what is now prevailing in the domain
of education in China is to encourage students, rather than to

acquire really useful knowledge, only to seek good marks in all



kinds of examinations throughout their school days. So the
motive of the present Chinese students for reading is indubitably
utilitarian. As they get older, the students would gradually
estranged from books. A careful observation of the current
social life in China would notice that China’s society is going
increasingly blundering now. Not only in cities but in rural areas
the prevailing bustle is caused by treacherous bargaining in
markets, clamors over mahjong tables 6 flirtations from erotic
sauna houses, din from windows of karaoke restaurants... And
what absent is the sound of reading aloud. Apparently addiction
to reading is at present still alien to public mentality in China.
There does not exist in China a climate congenial to reading.
Such a circumstance calls for us to advocate reading, organize
reading and support reding,so as to build our country into a
highly civilized and reading—based society. As for me, | know
| am not in a position to ask others what to do, still it is in
my power to prepare this work of mine for publication, which
is intended for making our people understand how countries
across the world are dealing with reading. Though being defi—
nitely unsure of what a role this book is about to play, | would
dedicate it piously to World Reading Day out of a sense of duty

as a pressman. Moreover | would offer it to the general public



as a clarion call to the practice of relaxation—oriented reading
and of mirthful reading—a practice that is motivated by a

spontaneous urge totally freed of utilitarianism.
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Knowledge gets handsomer in the course of its dissemination.

— TLhe theme of World Reading Day



HEZ )?Ja %ﬁi
Frankfurt Book Fair

FEEEAX,

NE4531,

IR NAE AR,

FERIIREE AT

The eyes browse the pages like sweeping gales,
And the readers move along the books.

For exploring the secret of man’s life

We sail over the ocean of knowledge...
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