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Unit One Museums in the Modern World

Focus:

Oral Practice: Hobby

Grammar: Noun Clauses I

Text: Museums in the Modern World
Writing: Concord

L

Section A: Oral English Practice

Warming Up

Hobby
Part A. Hobby plays an important role in our daily life. Do you know how to talk a-
bout hobbies with others?
m Supposing you ask one of your friends
m Supposing you ask a new friend
m Supposing you ask a person older than you or a person you respect
m Supposing you want to ask in a simple way
m Supposing you need to ask someone on a formal occasion
m Supposing you ask your good friend whom you haven’t seen for many years
Part B. Look at the following sentences and learn to ask each other in the same
way.
1) When good friends ask each other, they usually say:
Alice; What’s your hobby?
Bob: Watching TV and reading books.
2) When they are friends, but not close friends, they usually say:
Mary: Can I know your hobby?
Joe. Sure. 1 prefer travelling,
Mary: Good, that’s also one of my interests.
3) When asking an older or a respected person, they usually say:



Susan Lee; Would you mind telling me your hobby?
Jane Bright;: When I was in your age, I liked playing basketball. But now, 1
love Taiji very much.
4) When in a simple way, people usually say like this;
Bill; Hobby?
Lisa: Swimming,
5) When people ask someone on a formal occasion, they usually say.
Lynda Brock: Would you please tell me what’s your hobby?
Helen Taylor: My hobby is collecting stamps.
6) When asking a friend whom you haven’t seen for a long time, they usually
say:
Mike: I know your hobby is painting when we were at college, do you have
any new interest these years?
Joe; Yeah. Playing table tennis interests me a lot recently.
Conversation
New Words and Expressions

latest /'leitist/ a. B, Bk
button /'baten/ n. #4040+

as a matter of fact B b, kR
put one’s feet up i G/ V=N

at least EX
peacefully /'pisfuli/ adw. L HD

talent /'teelont/ n. KK, 7 6E
insist on IRy

admit /od'mit/ v. I

Tom: There’s a football match between England and Italy this evening on CCTV
5, shall we enjoy it together?

Rose: Why ask me that? Don’t you know I am not interested in watching football
match?

Tom: Too busy with the latest hobby, are you? What is it this time, collecting
buttons? Or paper cutting? T wish I had as much free time as you do.

Rose; Men! As a matter of fact, you probably have more than I do. But you
waste it all watching football match.

Tom: Maybe you are right. But when I come home from work, I need to put my
feet up, at least for a while. Life’s not all work, you know.

Rose; I know, I know.



Tom: So now we agree. You can go peacefully back to your button collection,
and I can watch my football match.

Rose: If only you organized yourself better, there’s so much you could do, real-
ly. You are wasting your talents. And one last thing: I”’m not collecting
buttons.

Tom: What are you doing then? Paper cutting?

Rose: No, I’m learning how to make moon cakes, and the first ones came out
very well. Of course, if you are too busy watching your football match, I
won’t insist on you trying them.

Tom: Oh, no. I’d admit you have a very nice hobby this time,

Rose: OK, let’s try them together.

Tom: I’m coming,

Section B: Text Learning

Think about it.
1. What is a museum like in your eyes?
2. Exemplify certain museums you know?

3. What is the ideal museum like in your view?

Text: Museums in the Modern World
I When it comes to museums, you may think of places full of stillness. But now
museums have changed. They are no longer places for the privileged few or for
bored vacationers to visit on rainy days. Action and democracy are words used in
descriptions of museums now.

2 At a science museum in Ontario, Canada, you can feel your hair stand on end
as harmless electricity passes through your body. At the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York City, you may appreciate those 17th century instruments while
listening to their music. At the Modern Museum in Sweden, you can put on cos-
tumes provided by the Stockholm Opera. As these examples show, museums are
reaching out to new audiences, particularly the young, the poor, and the less ed-
ucated members of the population. As a result, attendance is mounting.

3 More and more, museum directors are realizing that people learn best when
they can somehow become part of what they are seeing. In many science muse-
ums, for example, there are no guided tours. The visitor is encouraged to touch,

listen, operate, and experiment so as to discern scientific principles for himself.

3



He can have the experience of operating a spaceship or a computer, He can exper-
iment with glass blowing and paper making. The purpose is not only to provide
fun but also to help people feel at home in the world of science. The theory is that
people who do not understand science will probably fear it, and those who fear
science will not use it to best advantage. Many museums now provide educational
services and children’s departments, Other than the usual displays, they also of-
fer film showings and dance programs. Instead of being places that one “should”
visit, they have become places to entertain,
*  There are many causes for such changes. Two of them are worth mentioning.
One cause is the increase in wealth and leisure time. The other cause is the rising
percentage of young people in the population. Many of these young people are
college students or college graduates, They are better educated than their par-
ents, They sec things in a fresh and diverse way. They are not content to stand
and appreciate works of art, they want art they can participate in. The same is
true of science and history, In the US, certain groups who formerly were too
poor to care about anything beyond the basic needs of daily life are now becoming
curious about the world around them. The young people in these groups, like
young people in general, have benefited from a better education than their parents
received. All these groups and the remainder of the population as well, have been
influenced by television, which has taught them about other places and other
times,
°® The consequence of all this has been to change existing museums and to en-
courage the building of new ones. In the US and Canada alone, there are now
more than 6,000 museums, almost twice as many as there were 25 years ago.
About half of them are devoted to history, and the rest are evenly divided
between the arts and sciences. The number of visitors, according to the American
Association of museums, has risen to more than 700 million a year.
® Inreality, the crowds of visitors at some museums are creating a major prob-
lem. Admission to museums has always been either free or very inexpensive, but
now some museums are charging entrance fees for the first time or raising their
prices. Even when raised, however, entrance fees are generally too low to finance
a museum, with its usually large building and its highly trained staff.

(615 words)
New Words and Expressions
when it comes to VB B oo oo BB
privileged /'privilidzd/ a. HENE

4



vacationer /va'keifona/ n.
action /'sek[on/ n.
democracy /di'mokrasi/ n.
description /dis'kripfan/ n.
Ontario /an'tesriou/ n.

on end

Metropolitan Museum of Art /imetra'politen/

instead of

cause /koz/ n.

instrument /'instrument/ .
leisure /'leza/ n.

Modern Museum

Sweden /'swidn/ n.

costume /'kostjuim/ n.

Stockholm Opera /'stokhoum 'opors /

particularly /pa'tikjulsli/ adwv.
as a result

attendance /a'tendsns/ .
mount /maunt/ .

director /di'rekta/ n.

guided tour

permit /pa'mit/ v.

discern /di'sem/ v.

operate /'opareit/ w.
experiment /iks'perimont/ w.
scientific principle

spaceship /'speisfip/ n.
glass blowing

paper making

department /di'patmant/ n.
other than

film showing

dance program

entertain /enta'tein/ w.
increase /in'kris/ 7.

diverse /dai'vas/ a.
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