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FOREWORD

The farther backward vou look, the favther forward you are
likely to see.

S WinsTON CHURCHILL
Jian wang zhi lai.

A Chinese saying

n other words, a nation that is determined to do even
hetter tomorrow must first understand its past.

This pictorial hook on the Chinese heritage has been
produced with the specific objective of reminding younger
Singaporeans of their rich and colourful “roots”. The tour
chapters cover contributions made by the early Chinese
pioneers; Chinese festivals and traditional customs; recrea-
tional activities as well as some of the carlier businesses and
trades.

Many of the customary practices, forms of entertain-
ment as well as traditional Chinese trades have virtually
disappeared. Others have been modified or simplif
Singapore accelerates its modernization process.

We cannot bring them all hack but we hope, through
the pages of this book, to recaprure the past so as to help
younger Singaporeans build a berrer romorrow.

'\I das

WEE CHO YAW
President
Singapare Federation of Chinese Clan Associations
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 1

Fnlln\\'mp the founding of Singapore, the
British colonial government adopted a “di-
vide and rule™ policy to control the mmi-
grant population. In 1822 when Raftles
made plans for the development of the city,
the area south of the Singapore River was
demarcated for Chinese immigrants. Even
within the Chinese communiry, different
dialect groups would congregate in differ-
ent parts of the city. For example, the area
around Telok Ayer and Hokien Street held
a concentration of the Hokkien-speaking
population.
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ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 3

A B
mong the 19th century immigrants,

two leaders from Zhangzhou gained promi-
nence: Si Hoo Keh (1798-1847, picture,
page 2} and Tan Che Sang. In 1828, under
their leadership, the Hokkiens purchased a
picce of land in Kampong Bahru for a
communiry hurial ground. Another promi-
nent leader of that period, Tan Tock Seng
(1798-1850, picture, page 3), led the com-
munity to build the Thian Hock Keng
Temple at Telok Ayer to worship the god-
\.11.‘.\'\ _'\:[{[ -r\ll [%L'T\ e fht' f“‘L‘L‘l‘l‘lLI \x’-'?‘]rl\.] \K'";HI\
the temple's right wing housed the meeting
room of the Hokkien community leaders.

With full support from other key lead-
ers like Tan Kim Seng, Hoo Ah Kay and
Seah Eu Chin, Tan Tock Seng built a hos-
pital for the poor atop Pearl’s Hill in 1944,
He best represents the typical businessman-
philanthropist of that era and the haospital
named after him is now a huge sprawling
complex at Moulmein Road.



4 ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES

In the mould of Tan Tock Seng, Tan Kim
Seng (1805-1864, picture) was another key
Chinese community leader recognized by
the British colonial government. In 1850,
he was made a Justice of the Peace, the
second Chinese leader to be bestowed this
honour.

Before 1857, the water supply for
Singapore’s inhabitants came from wells.
But one year there was a long-drawn drought
when nor a single drop of rain fell in 35
L{i‘\_'.", causing great h;lnl-\}np ro the [‘-L‘n[‘]t'.
Tan Kim Seng spurred the effort to con-
struct a reservoir to provide piped water by
making the first donation of $13 000. To
commemorate his contribution, the gov-
ernment built a fountain along the Espla-
nade in 1882 and there is also a road named
after him.

Tan Kim Seng was also an education-

ist, setting up two schools in his lifetime:
Chong Wen School in 1849 and Kim Seng
Free School in 1854.
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Hukkm1~. who immigrated here ofren

built temples similar to those back in their
home villages, not only for spiritual suste-
nance, bur also as a meeting place tor the
communiry elders, Many of the present day
clan associations developed from such
temple premises. Besides the Thian Hock
Keng Temple and Hokkien Huay Kuan,
immigrants from Lam Ann built the Feng
Shan Temple at Mohamad Sultan Road in
1838, In 1926, the Lam Ann Association
was established by Hau Say Huan and oth-
ers. Kim Mui clansmen also built a temple
at Smith Streer in 1870 and this later be-
came the premises tor the Kim Mui Hoey
Kuan.

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 5
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6 ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES S _ _

ng Choon Hway Kuan was the first

L].m association set up at the prefecture
luui (rather than the county level) in 1867,
In the 19205, several other county and
prefecture associations sprang up, among
them were Ann Kway Association and Hui
Ann Association, both set up in 1923, Chin
Kang Huay Kuan in 1925 and the Chang
Chow General Association in 1929.
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owards the end of the 19th century, a | \ SRR : o

large number of Teachews moved inland to | .
set up gambier and pepper plantations, In
the early days, the produce was senr via wa-

terways 1o the gambier trading centre ar
Boar Quay. A number of the sertlers garh-
ered at the upper reaches of the river and
founded villages which were named atrer
their communiry leaders or headmen. For
example, Tan Chu Kang village was named
after Tan Kai Soon and Chan Chu Kang
village was named after Chan Ah Lek.
Several Teochew towkays amassed
their wealth in the 19th century from their
gambier plantations and the richest among
them were Tan Yeok Nee (picture) and Seah
Eu Chin. Besides growing and trading in
pambier, Tan Yeok Nee (1827-1902) owned
a string of shops and houses along the Sin-
gapore River. The mansion that he built
<l](‘f‘;_" Till]]\' R(]:li] i.‘\ now ]er.\u‘l‘\'t'\] as one of "
Singapore’s historical monuments.
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