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reface

It is over two years since the great master of master of painting, Mr. Li Jianchen passed away. But his
lovely voice, smile and facial expressions still remain alive and kicking today. Paying much regard to his
own personal integrity, being diligent in his meticulous study and making light of fame and wealth, the
master had a very clear conscience in his art career of over a hundred years. He won high praise for his
noble character, artistic talent and longevity. He really deserved the eulogy:

The Chinese style and the Western style,

Both are melted into his own unique style;

Realistic painting and freehand brushworking,

Both are melted into his ingenious painting.'

The master's original family home was in central China. When he was young, he pursued his studies in
Britain and France. Ever since he returned home, the master had devoted his life to education and art
research for more than seventy years. Striving without cease, he had developed the art of watercolor
painting which originated from the West and made it a school of painting, especially of Chinese style. He
was honored with the title of Father of the watercolor painting in China. The master also mixed the unique
skills and colors of Western style painting into the traditional Chinese painting, and produced lots of tradi-
tional Chinese painting which had both distinctive composition and colors of strong impression. With great
efforts, the master had won high acclaim from the country and countless painting lovers. At the beginning of
this century, the first top prize of China's art --- Golden Color Achievement Prize was awarded to him for his
lifelong hard work.

Now we publish the selected works of the master so as to provide a good chance for painting lovers to
study and use it for reference. What we should learn from him is not only the master's adept skills of

painting, but also his open and aboveboard way of life.

Jin Shangyi
Former President of the Central Institute of Fine Arts
Chairman of China Association of Artists
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reface-)

Mr. Li Jianchen was born in 1900, in Neihuang, Henan Province and passed away in 2002. Since his
early childhood, he became very much interested in painting. In 1923 he was enrolled in Beijing National
Art College, studying painting. Later he went abroad to study in Britain and France. After he was back
home, he, as a professor, held the posts of the Dean of Studies and the Dean of the Department of the
Western Painting in the National Art College in Chonggqing (now China Institute of Fine Arts). After that he
had worked, as a professor, in the Department of Architecture, Southeast University for the rest of his life.

Mr. Li was an outstanding master of art of the 20th century, well known in China. In his lifelong art
career, he worked diligently, racked his brains and devoted himself to the study of art, being of great
attainment in the watercolor painting, the oil painting and the traditional Chinese painting, among which he,
in no doubt, attained perfection in watercolor painting, showing great ingenuity and skills and being original
in conception by melting both the Chinese style and Western style into his own style. His theoretical works,
such as 'The Artistry of Watercolor Painting' had been spread all over both at home and abroad, thus
opening the artist intelligence of large numbers of students of several generations.

Mr. Li was also an outstanding art educationist of the 20th century in China. Ever since his youth, he
devoted himself to education, working diligently and conscientiously in imparting knowledge and instructing
students. Even during his retired time, he was still enthusiastic and tireless in teaching. In his lifelong time
he had fostered so many celéebrated artists and architectural masters that he was worthy to accept the
highest praise.

In 2001, Mr. Li Jianchen, a great master of noble character and high prestige, was awarded 'The
golden color Achievement Prize of the Art of China' by All-China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and
* China Association of Artists, which was the appraisal of the highest level given by the country.

He was indeed, worthy of that appraisal. But it is really a great pity that the present research on such
a great master of art is far from satisfaction. Now 'A Collection of Li Jianchen's Watercolor Paintings' is
coming off the press. Its publication is not only a good opportunity for more people to enjoy his meticulous
masterpieces, but also an academic book of high value for experts and scholars to study. This book is, no

doubt, the best commemoration of Mr. Li Jianchen.

Xu Jiang
President of China Institute of Fine Arts
Dec. 12, 2003
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reface =)

Mr. Li Jianchen was a world-famous master of art and an outstanding educator of art and architecture.
He was born in Neihuang Country, Henan Province on February 25, 1900. He entered Kaifeng Provincial
No. 1 Normal School in 1917 and graduated from it in 1922. In the following year he was admitted into the
Western Painting Department of Beijing National Art College, where he learned watercolor painting from a
Czech painter Qitier and traditional Chinese painting from Chen Banding and Wang Mengbai. After gradu-
ation in 1926, Mr. Li Jianchen worked in Kaifeng Provincial Normal School, Kaifeng Provincial Women's
Normal School and Provincial No. 5 Normal School. In 1937 he went to London University where he learned
western painting. The next year he traveled to Paris to study sculpture and oil painting.

After he returned to China from abroad, Mr. Li Jianchen served as Dean of Chongging National Art
College (now China's Central Academy of Fine Arts) and director of Western Painting Department. In 1941
he began to work as professor in Architecture Department of Central University. After New China was
founded, he was professor of Nanjing University, Nanjing Institute of Engineering and Southeast University
successively. Mr. Li Jianchen was a member of Jiangsu Political Consultative Conference, vice-chairman
of Jiangsu Artists' Association, chairman of Jiangsu Watercolor Research Society, honorary chairman of
China Watercolorists' Association, honorary chairman of Asian Watercolor League, and a member of Coun-
cil of World Watercolor League.

In his 80-year working career, Mr. Li Jianchen was always in persistent pursuit of a way to combine
Chinese style with western style and to make ancient methods into modern use. He brought up generations
of artists, who are shining all over the world. He produced a great number of excellent art works. All these
brought him great reputation at home and abroad.

In the field of watercolor painting, Mr. Li Jianchen combined his skillful western paining techniques with
both Chinese landscape and life, and Oriental flavor and feelings, to form his own unique artistic language,
which contributed to the development of Chinese watercolor painting. His works have elegant mood, free
brushwork, rich and pure colors, steady and changeable picture-composition and quite thoughtful adoption
of subjects. He viewed scenery of the country with his pictures. Mountains, rivers, historical sites, scenic
attractions, local customs and new scenes of constructions are all displayed in his works with special views
and various techniques. In 'A lane in Peace' you can sense the tranquil atmosphere in the region of rivers
and lakes south of the Yangtze River through his succinct touches. 'Wind and Clouds Over East Sea'
depicts a grand melody of surging clouds over the sea with bold and flowing watercolors. Ancient civiliza-




tion is revealed in 'Longmen Grottos' by sediment of water creating a multi-colored and fantastic effect. He
painted 'Grand Heavenly Temple' with strong warm colors, making the ancient Chinese building stand out
from the background. His watercolor works are great in quantity and extensive in subjects, covering the
enchanting beauty of the country.

In addition, Mr. Li Jianchen dedicated all his life to developing new trails in the art cause. In the 1950s
he published his book 'Techniques of Watercolor Painting' which creatively introduced the idea of water
content, time and colors, the three elements of watercolor painting and ways of dry painting and wet painting.
So he effectively solved the basic problems in making watercolor painting. The book became the model
textbook for young students and was quite popular both at home and abroad. It was reprinted more than
ten times. Meanwhile, Mr. Li Jianchen paid close attention to the construction and development of art
education he pointed out in the 1950s that architecture art teaching should concentrate on the structure
and on the teaching system and ways of quick drawing and sketch. This exerted tremendous influence on
the architecture art education of the country and still plays a very significant role in furthering today's art
teaching reform.

In the early 1980s, Mr. Li Jianchen organized and led Jiangsu Watercolor Painting Research Society
and held more than fifty seminars and exhibitions of watercolor works. He founded the International Water-
color Painting League with watercolor painting research societies from over twenty other countries, which
helped China's watercolor painting achieve an important position on the world's watercolor painting stage.
He was honored as 'Founder of China's Watercolor Painting'.

Mr. Li Jianchen devoted himself to the cause of art. When he was 95 years old, he donated a collection
of 70 his great paintings to Henan Provincial Government. On his 100th birthday, he donated 100 his
masterpieces to Jiangsu Provincial Government and set up an art foundation to encourage devoted young
artists. His contributions won his special recognition in the art society throughout the world. In 1999, Mr. Li
Jianchen was awarded "The Golden Dragon Prize --- Master of Art at the second session of the Golden
Dragon Prize for Global Outstanding Figures and Chinese Literary and Art Worker by Hong Kong Literary
and Art Workers' Association. In June 2001, he was awarded the Golden color Achievement Prize, the
highest national prize in China's fine arts circle jointly granted by All-China Federation of Literary And Art
Circles and China Association of Art Workers.

The whole artistic career of Mr. Li Jianchen shows to the world his broad mind of an artist standing on



the ground of China and having the entire world in his view. In order to keep a memento of him, 'A Collection
of Li Jianchen's Watercolor Paintings' has been published with the help of many institutions and friends. It
reveals the great achievements of Mr. Li Jianchen in the field of watercolor painting and will push forward

the prosperity of arts. We will always cherish the memory of Mr. Li Jianchen and will continue his work and
make it better and better.

Hu Lingyun
The Party Secretary of Southeast University
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Historical Contributions Made by Li Jianchen

In the development of Chinese watercolor painting, Li Jianchen, a great master of art, played a most
significant role.

The history of Chinese watercolor painting spans over a period of more than 280 years, since it was
introduced to China from Europe in 1715. Due to the great efforts made by generations of artists, Chinese
watercolor painting has taken root, blossomed and borne rich fruits. This course can be summarized in
three stages; from transplanting to creating; from 'light music' to 'symphonic music'; and from unification to
variety. Among those devoted to the art, Li Jianchen, who lived for as long as 102 years (1900---2002),
made a unique contribution both by leaving the world with the great value of his consummate watercolor
works; and in the popularity of the art and its revival since China's policies of reform and opening to the
outside world (especially after he was 80 when he became a monument to Chinese watercolor painting).

As early as 1918, when Li Jianchen was a student in No. 1 Normal School of Henan Province, he came
to enjoy watercolor painting. Later he entered Beijing National Art School, where he was strongly influ-
enced by Professor Qitier, a Czech artist. He became so deeply interested in Qitier's style of changeable
colors and lifelike expression that he was determined to devote all his life to the art. Meanwhile, he learned
traditional Chinese painting from Chen Banding and Wang Mengbai., studying and enjoying the two differ-
ent styles of water painting at the same time, Li Jianchen soon reached a certain understanding of the
differences and similarities between eastern and western cultures, which was to motivate his innovation
creating watercolors. After graduation, he returned to Henan and worked there. In the early 1930s, he put
forward what he had learnt from study that water content, time and color were the three key factors in the
production process of watercolor painting, thus beginning to establish his own systematic theory on water-
color painting. Not so long after, he was dispatched to continue his studies in Britain and France.

He returned to his homeland in 1940. Since then, Li Jianchen was successfully engaged in teaching
watercolor painting in Chonggqing National Art School, Central university, Nanjing University, Nanjing Insti-
tute of Engineering and Southeast University. During the 60 years of his teaching career, Li Jianchen
brought up a galaxy of talents, such as the famous artists and architects Zhao wuji, Wu guanzhong, Dai
Nianci, Chen Qikuan, Wu Liangyong, Qi Kang, Zhong Xunzheng, Li LIncan and Wu Chengyan, to name a
few, all of whom shine within China and abroad.

Li Jianchen set up his own systematic theory on watercolor painting. In the 1950s, as a result of his
research of many years, Li Jianchen Published his book "Watercolor Painting Techniques', which has served



