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Habitation is one of the fundamental needs for human beings, and it is just from residence that architecture
developed itself. With the unceasing growth of this discipline, designs for public buildings drew more and more
attention, as witnessed by numerous memorial edifices built all over the world. However, architects have never
moved their eyes from residences. In the early 20th century, great designers contributed to this field with many
gorgeous projects, such as Fallingwater, Villa Savoye, and Schroeder Housein Utrecht. Today when we have
stepped into a new era for design, grandmasters in architecture are paying an unprecedented effort to our living
space with their genius in creativity and innovation.

This book covers fifty outstanding houses built recently, from villas to flats, each shining with its own brilliance.
Thanks to the delicate designs, the clients could live in their dreamed spaces.

Houses are closely related to our life, as some designer once said that the design for a house has nothing to
do with style, creativity, or concept; a good house is only designed with your soul attached. Among all types
of architecture, house design is the most affectionate. The forms of houses may vary greatly, and there are
no fixed rules. Excellent house designs present themselves in various forms. As we could see in this book,
the designers brought out their characterised houses, applying different concepts in different contexts, being
considerate or showing their peculiarities. For sure, you would find many surprises here.

The stunning design for the project Harbour me, Celia! would be a good example. It is a renovation project
situated in an old farmhouse, in which the designer tried his best to retain the existing structure. The air of a
farmhouse is further kept with simple decoration. Here simplicity is the expression of beauty. So is Pentimento
House, in which you wouldn’t find imposing decorations, but subtly and flexibly designed ones which filled the
house with pleasure and surprise. Pool House is another example. It is so small that the house even seems
subordinate to the pool! For this, the designer made a subtle contrast of the scales, and together with careful
details, the house is extremely distinctive.

The fast-paced city life makes us feel more and more alien from nature. As the design that most focuses on
human souls, house design is sure to take nature as a key element. This is well exemplified by many houses
included here, in which the designers implied various ways to help their clients live closer to nature, in
tranquility and peace.

Symbiosis House in a Forest, for example, is built amongst mountains. The context naturally endowed the
house with a strong sense of nature. The landscape is perfectly kept, without cutting a single tree on the
site. In this way, the forest becomes the garden for the house, with living space fully integrated into nature.
Conversely, lJburg House is a different case. While there is no forest in its surroundings, the designer created
a green context inside the limited space of the house, with as much plant as possible. The small house is quite
impressive for its intimate atmosphere.

Designers are diversified in their designing methods. In a simple form, an extraordinary spatial sense could be
achieved through designing with flowing streamlines. In Steigereiland House, for instance, in this “blue box”,



we would have an unexpected spatial experience, seeing surprising construction techniques. In Surfhouse,
however, apart from the flexible arrangement of the limited interior spaces, the designer livened up the small
house in the form of a square box, by applying a “subtraction” concept.

Of course, some designers are good at making novel forms in architecture. The “grey” spaces caused by the
irregular forms become, quite surprisingly, the sparkling points of the houses, through certain magic processing
of the designers. Villa NM stands out just for its graceful configuration, with its streamlines being focal points
for both the outside and the inside. Shell House, similarly, is built with the configuration of a shell, in which the
elegant streamlines could be seen everywhere. Moreover, the designer made use of the “shell” configuration in
interior design.

In the book, you would find careful design schemes as well as excellent design skills, implemented in houses,
villas, flats, etc. in various scales, with a diversity of styles. We believe that certain ones of them would wow you
when catching your eyes!
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Location: Punta Misterio, Peru Designer: Longhi Architects Photographer: CHOlon
Photography Completion date: 2008
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Lefevre Beach House

Conceived as the place where the arid Peruvian desert meets the
Pacific Ocean, this beach house located at Punta Misterio 117km south
of Lima, is an intervention where the integration of architecture and
landscape was an important concern.

The base of the project is quite special, thus the designers at the
beginning made up their minds to make the house fit the characters
of the environment. Therefore the designers have this tensional rising-
suspending configuration. The monotonous single-linear design is -
replaced by corners and obliquely suspending figures, contributing to
a sparkling point to the design. The facade of the house is built with
local stone material; the white walls are particularly used to achieve a
bright atmosphere corresponding to the beach.

The design made full use of the landform of the site, particularly the
different heights, making the house perfectly suit the landscape. Sand
garden roofs act as the extension of the desert; lap and recreation
pools connect the ocean with the house, while a glass box hangs from
the structure symbolising architecture between sand and water. A
waterscape is also realised through an ingenious use of the landform.
The interior design is simple, linear and layered. The corners and the
different heights are all taken into consideration. In order to offer

the client the most comfortable living space and to enjoy a better
experience of the outside nature, the designers used window boxes to
bring outdoor scenery inside. Stones are used in the interior, matched
with a simple and natural interior design style.
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The figure of the house is simple and elegant, perfectly integrating into
the site. The interior space is layered according to the difference of the
height of the site. The environment is fully considered: the surrounding
stones are integrated with the house and the sea is introduced into the
house; the configuration, the material and the colour palette are all in
good integration with the environment. The outdoor vista is introduced
indoors through the big windows; meanwhile, decorative stones
adopted indoors remind us of the nature outside. The interior design
is simple and delicate, with irregular graphic designs corresponding to
each other. Details are fully considered, contributing to the continuity
of the whole atmosphere, from inside to outside.

IR

2008F REH 100K K

BABREAAS, EHEELHMNNE, FASZNELAEEAZENER. BEABNG
MEABRR, $EKGINGEE, EBRER. MR, e LU5EMERERFNRE. 7
AW FINAFESIANER, ARNENOHEMEHHESIFERFENES, ERSERIT
AR, THEANTANFERITthEZEANZERIT S RERITPBEFENITYE
KA. BHRITERES, ENGTHERNEIHEEREDER—E.






10~11

e
Ty










el o T T g
-~







