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Un1t (3né

1. The Sphinx® Without A Secret
Oscar Wilde:

Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde (1854~
1900) was educated at Dublin and Oxford, He
published poems, novels and plays, He was sent
to prison in 1895 and then wrote the Ballad of
Reading Gaol (1898) , which is considered by
some to be his best work,

The Sphinx without A Secret is about a

woman who tried to make herself mysterious,

One afternoon I was sitting outside the Café de la Paix, ® watching the
splendour and the shabbiness of Parisian life, and wondering over my
drink at the strange view of pride and poverty that was passing before
me, when I heard someone call my name, 1 turned round and saw Lord
Murchison, *

We had not met since we had been at college together, mnearly ten
years before, so I was delighted to meet him again, and we shook hands
warmly, At Oxford we had been great friends, I had liked him immensely,
he was so handsome, so high—spirited and so honourable, We used to say
of him that he would be the best of fellows if he did not always speak
the truth, but I think we really admired him all the more for his
frankness, ‘

I found him a good deal changed, He looked anxious and puzzled, and
seemed to be in doubt about something, I felt it could not be politics,
and concluded that it was a woman, So I asked him if he was married
yet,

‘I don’t understand women well enough,” he answered,

‘My dear Gerald,’” I said, ‘women were meant to be loved, not to be
understood,’ '

‘I cannot love where I cannot trust,’ he replied,

‘I believe you have a mystery in your life, Gerald,” 1 exclaimed,
‘Tell me about it,’

‘Let us go for a drive,” he answered, ‘It is too crowded here, No,
not a yellow carriage, any other colour—there, that dark green one will
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do’; and in a few moments wé were on our way in the direction of the
Madeleine,

¢Where shall we go to? ’ I said,

‘Oh, anywhere you like]’ he answered—‘to the restaurant in the
Bois,® We will dine there and you shall tell me about yourself, °’

‘I want to hear about you first,” 1 said, ‘Tell me your mystery, °

He took a little case from his pocket and handed it to me, I opened
it, Inside there was the photograph of a woman, tall and slight, with
large vague eyes and loose hair, ‘

‘What do you think of that face? *he said, ‘Is it truthfulp ?

I examined it carefully, It seemed to me the face of someone who had
a secret, but whether the secret was good or evil I could not say, The
faint smile that just played across the lips was far too subtle to be really
sweet,

‘Well,” he cried impatiently, ‘what do you say?’

‘She has a secret smile, * I said, ‘Tell me about her.*®

‘Not now,’ he said, ‘After dinner.’ :

When the waiter brought us our coffee and  cigarettes I reminded
Gerald® of his promise, He walked two or three times up and down the
room and, sinking into an armchair, told me the following story,

‘One evening,’ he said, ‘I was walking down Bond Street’ about five
o’clock, There was a terrific crush of carriages, and the traffic was
almost stopped, Close to the footpath was standing a little yellow carriage
which, for some reason, attracted my attention, As I passed by, there
looked out from it the face I showed you this afternoon, I could not
forget it, All that night I kept thinking of it, and all the next .day, I
wandered up and down the roads looking into every carriage and waiting
for the yellow one, But I could not find my beautiful unknown, and at last
I began to think she was merely a dream,

‘About a week afterwards I was dining with Madame de Rastail,?
Dinner was for eight o’clock, but at half-past eight we were still waiting in
the drawing-room, Finally the servant threw open the door and announced
Lady Alroy,® It was the woman I had been looking for,

‘To my.intense delight I was asked to take her in to dinner, After
we had sat down I remarked quite innocently, I think I saw you in Bond
Street some time ago, Lady Alroy, » She grew very pale and said to
me in a low voice, “Please do not talk so loud, Someone may hear you,”
I felt miserable at having made such a bad beginning and started to .talk
wildly about French plays, She spoke very little and always seemed afraid
that someonc might be listening, I felt stupidly in love, and the my-
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Stery around her made ‘me very curious, When she was going away, 1
asked if I might call and see her, She hesitated for a moment, glanced
round to see if anyone was near us, and then said, “Yes; tomorrow at
a quarter to five, ” '

‘I begged Madame de Rastail to tell me about her, but all that I
could learn was that she was a widow with a beautiful house in Park Lane,

‘The next day I arrived at Park Iane punctual to the moment, but
was told that Lady Alroy had just gone out, I went to the club unhappy
and puzzled, and then wrote her a letter asking if 1 might come some
other afternoon,

‘I had no answer for several days, but at last I got a note saying she
would be at home on Sunday at four, and with this extraordinary ending,
“please do not write to me here agdin; I will explain when I see you, ”

‘On Sunday she received me and was perfectly charming; but when I
was going away she begged me, if I ever wrote to her again, to address
my letter to Mrs, Knox,!? care of Whittaker’s Library, Green Street,

«There are reasons,” she said, “why I cannot receive letters in my own
house,” R ' '
Al through the season I saw her a great deal, and the atmosphere of
fnyétery never left her, Sometimes I thought she was in the power  of
gome man, but I could not really believe it, It was very difficult for me
to come to any conclusion, but at last I determined to ask her to become
my wife, I was sick and tired of the unending secrecy, I wrote to her at
the library to ask her if she could see me the following Monday at six,
She answered yes, and I was in the seventh heaven of delight, I loved her;
but the mystery troubled me, maddened me, But chance helped me,’

‘You discovered it, then?’

‘I fear so, *he answered, ‘You can judge for yourself,

‘When Monday came I went to lunch with my uncle, who, as you know
lives in Regent’s Park, I wanted to reach Piccadlily!! and tqok a short cut
through a lot of shabby little streets, Suddenly I saw in front of me Lady
Alroy, deeply veiled and walking very fast, On coming to the last house
in the street, she went up the steps, took out a key and let herself in,

¢ Here is the mystery, ” I said to myself; and I hurried on and
examined the house, 1t seemed a sort of place for lodgings, On the doorstep
lay her handkerchief, which she had dropped, I picked it up and put it
in my pocket, Then I began to consider what I should do, I drove to the
club and at six I called to see her, '

‘She was lying on a sofa, beautifully dressed and looking very lovely,

&] am so glad to sece you, ”? she said; ¢I have not been out ‘all day,” I
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stared at hef in amazement” ami, pulling the handkerchief out of m¥
pocket, handed it to her, “You dropped this in Cumnor Street!? this
afternoon, Lady Alroy, ” I said very calmly,

‘She looked at me in terror,but made no attempt to take the handkerchief,
“What were you doing there? ” [ asked,

¢ “What right have you to question me? »” she said,

¢ &«The right of the man who loves you, ” I replied,
ask you to be my wife, ” She hid her face in her hands and burst into a

4] came here to

flood of tears, “You must tell me, ” I said,

‘She stood up, and looking me straight in the face, said, “Lord

Murchison, there is nothing to tell you, ?
¢ éYou went to meet someone, ” I cried, %That is your mystery, ”

‘She grew dreadfully white, and said, I went to meet no one, ”

¢ «Can’t you tell the truthg ” I exclaimed,

¢ «] have tecld it, ” she replied,

‘] was mad; I don’t know what I said, but I said terrible things to
her, Finally I rushed out of the house, She wrote me a letter the next day,
I s:nt it back unopend, Then I went to Norway, and when I came back after
a month the first thing I saw in the paper was the death of Lady Alroy,
She had caught a chill at the Opera and had died five days later, I shut
myself up and saw no one, I had loved her so much, I had loved her so

madly, ’
‘You went to the street, to the house in ity °I asked,

‘Yes, * he answered, ‘One day I went to Cummor Street, and

respectable-looking woman opened the door of the house, She told me that

the drawing-rooms were let to a lady, %But I have not seen her for three

months, ” she said,
¢ «Is this the ladye » I asked, showing her the photograph,
“When is she coming backy »

¢ &Yes, sir, ” she said,
“Did she meet anyone when she came

¢ «The lady is dead, ” I said,
hereg ?
‘But the woman assured me that it was not so, that she always came

alone and saw no one, ¢“She simply sat in the drawing-room, sir, reading

pooks, and sometimes had tea,”
‘I did not know what to say, so I gave her some money and left, Now,

what do you think it all meant? You don’t believe the woman was telling

the truthy’
‘I do, ?
‘Then why did Lady Alroy go there?’
‘My dear Gerald, ’I answered, ‘Lady Alroy was simply a woman who _



ma(iiy desired to ilave a mystery, She tooi( those rooms for tile pieasure of"
going there with her veil down, and imagining herself a heroine, She was
only a Sphinx without a secret, ’

‘Do you really think so¢’ he asked,

‘T am sure of it, °

He took out the case, opened it, and looked at the photograph, °I
wonder,’he said,
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EXERCISES
1, Multiple choice,
1,Lord Murchison would be the best of fellows if he
a, always spoke the truth
b, did not always speak the truth
¢, did not meet Lady Alroy

2. Sitting in the little yellow carriage was just
a, Lady Alroy '
b, an old friend

C

o

a rich girl



3, I(the author)picked up the handkerchief Lady Alroy had dropped
a, on the doorstep
b, in a bus
¢, inside of Lady Alroy’s house

4, Lady Alroy had another house in Cumnor Street because she wanted

a, to meet other men in secret

b, to ‘escape the police .
¢, for the pleasure of going there, imaging herself a heroine

5, The «I” in the story was called .
a, Tom b, George ¢, Gerald
g. Lady Alroy was only a .
a, a Sphinx without a secret
b, @ heroine c, a thief
7. To the end of the story, Lady Alroy is .
a, dead b, no conclusion ¢, mad-

True or false,

1. The author and Lord Murchison were best friends when they studied
together at Oxford nearly ten years ago,

Lord Murchison and Gerald are the same person,

The two friends went to the restaurant in the Bois,
Lord Murchison fell in love with Lady Alroy at first sight,
Lord Murchison finally discovered that Lady Alroy was really a mad

Q1 & W N
.

woman,

Questions for discussions,

1, Where did the auther see Lord Murchisons

2. Had Lord Murchison changed a great deal since Oscor Wilde saw him
fasty |

3. What attracted Lord Murchison’s attention when he was walking

down Bond Street about five o’clock one evening?

What did Lady Alroy do to make herself mysterious?

What happened to Lady Alroy finallys



Unit Two

2 Lincoln’s Birthday
February 12

He (Lincoln) is the true history of the American people in his
time ..- Step by step he walked before them, show with their
slowness, quickening his march to theirs, the true representative
of this continent; an entirely public man ... the pulse of twenty
millions throbbing in his heart, the thought of their minds
articulated by his tongue,”

Ralph Waldo Emerson!

Now he belongs to the ages” was the remark ascribed to? Secretary of War
Edwin M, Stanten as President Lincoln died from an assassin’s bullet,

Those prophetic words have been abundantly verified during the
hundred years since the death of the great leader, Not only to his
countrymen but to honest seekers for liberty in every part of the world
Abraham Lincoln has become the symbol of freedom-—personal, political and
economic, He stands as proof that allowed such freedom “however humble
his beginnings a mian may rise as high as his resources and faith will
carry him,”

In 1809, the year Abraham Lincoln was born, the United States was
thirty-three years old, Three great statesmen—George Washington, John
Adams, and Thomas Jefferson—-had safely piloted® the new country through
the treacharous shoals of war and domestic dissension, By purchase of the -
Louisiana Territory from the French, President Jefferson had doubled the
size of the country, and exploration parties were pushing out the boundaries
toward the West,

Lured by stories of the rich lands beyond the Alleghenies, Abraham
Lincoln’s grandfather, for whom he was named, left his home in Virginia
and with his wife and five children joined the march of land-hungry
families* to the Kentucky frontier, Three or four years after they had
staked their claim to 2,000 acres Grandfather Lincoln died with an Indian
bullet in his back and his three sons were left the task of clearing the
land, Thomas, the youngest, (Abe’s father) also worked on the farms of
relatives in different parts of Kentucky and learned the carpenter’s trade

along the way, At 28 he married Nancy Hanks, a quiet young brunette,

7



who also had come over the Wilderness Road from virginia as a babe id
arms, Their first home was a log cabin near Elizabethtown, Kentucky,
where their first child, Sarah, was born,

Always hopeful of finding an easier life, Tom then moved his little
family to a farm on Nolin’s Creek near Hodgenville, There, on February
12, 1809, in the rough dirt—floored cabin, a second child, Abraham, was
born to Nancy and Tom,

Until he was old enough to go to the little one-room school, where he
and the other backwoods children were taught the ABC’s and the
multiplication tables, Abe explored the secrets of the red earth and the live
creatures that populated their woods, He learned how to plant seeds,
to hoe corn and to swing an axe so that it would split the logs clean
and even, He listened to Tom Lincoln’s hair-raising tales of his own
‘ boyhood, of narrow escapes from Idnian massacres and of how, even during
Sunday services, men sat with their rifles propped against their knees,

As though swept by the Westward surge,® the family was constantly
on the move during Abe’s early years——from farm to farm, across rivers
and wild timberlands, Sometimes Abe heard his father complain that times
were getting harder in Kentucky, and that folks with slaves to do the
work were making it hard for the rest, The country north of the Ohio
River was opening up, Indiana, they heard, had rieh lands and it was
going to enter the Union as a free state,

Abe was only seven when the family struck out along the Cumberland
Trail which took them to a new claim on Pidgeon Creek in the Indiana
wilderness, but he worked alongside his father, clearing the land and
helping build a log cabin,

Hard work and privation were developing stamina in the young Abe,
and necessity was teaching him ingenuity, but there was little opportunity
on the backwoods farm to satisfy his growing desire to learn more of
the world beyond his narrow environment, Nancy died when Abe was nine,
and Tom married Sarah Bush, a widow with three children, Although
deeply saddened by the loss of his mother,Abe grew to love his stepmother,
and it was she who encouraged his hungry pursuit of knowledge, Even
so, the aggregate of his schooling did not amount to one year, After long
days of work in the woods he read and re-read his amall stock of books—
the Bible, Pilgrim’s Progress,® Aesop’s Fables and Weems’’ Life of
Washington——and he walked miles to borrow others, The tall tales related
by their neighbors fascinated Abe, and in time he was telling his own
stories in a high-pitched voice and illustrating them with a mimicry that

never failed to amuse his audience,
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By the time he was sixteen Abe was six feet four inches tall and his
strength matched his growth, He had gained the reputation of being a
good worker, although he confessed a dislike for manual labor, At the
slightest excuse he would stop work, draw a book from under his shirt, and
read for a few minutes, In this way he had mastered Grimshaw’s History
of the United States and learnzd to recite the Declaration of Indepcndence,
Soon he graduated from fence building to clerking in a general store,
where customers would stay around just to hear Abe’s anecdotes, There
was nothing spectacular about his adolescent years but “he was growing
steadily, as a tree grows season after season, Then in 1825 a new job was
offered him, a job that brought him to the Ohio River,”

The 13—year—old Abe liked his work as a ferryboat helper, Rivers
were the highways out of the wilderness and the travelers arriving from
downriver represented a wider world, They also gave him an opportunity
to go into business for himself, He built a flatboat and ferried passengers
and produce out to steamers anchored off the riverbank, Here he earned
his first dollar, Years later Lincoln wrote of the incident, “I was a
more hopeful and confident being from that time,”

The following Spring a prosperous landowner asked Abe to take a
cargo of produce down the Illinois and the Mississippi Rivers to New
Orleans, Along the way he heard that Andrew Jackson® had been elected
President-—and he saw negro slaves in labor gangs, In New Orleans he
had his first look at a big city and his first look at slaves being sold at
auction, The memory of those scenes would find their way into the cause
that dominated Lincoln’s life, ¢It ran its iron into him then and there,”
wrote John Hanks,

Soon after his return to Indiana the family again pulled up stakes and
headed for a farm near Decatur, Illinois, Abs helped them move and then
decided it was time to strike out on his own,® Partly because he was
offered a job in Denton Offutt’s store, and partly because he felt his destiny
was there, he settled in New Salem, Illinois, not far from Springfleld,

Between the infrequent customers Abe found time to study Kirkham’s
Grammar and to debate politics, which for the townspeople was meat and
drink and sport and business, Abe observed that people who wanted
success and power and grandeur, or just excitement were mixed up in
politics,

This interest drew him one day to a group gathered for an election,
There Abe met Mentor Graham,the village school master who, biographers
say, started Lincoln toward greatness by guiding his studies and by
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teaching him to think clearly and to talk simply,

When the Governor of [llinois put out a call for volunteers to settle 4
dispute with the Black Hawk Indians, Abe enlisted, He was chosen captain
of the New Salem Volunteers,!® “a success” ,he said later, “that gave me
more pleasure than any 1 have had since,” The War was of minor national
importance and the Volunteers saw no action, but it was a major event in
Lincoln’s life, It not only widened his political and geographical horizon
but on return from Wisconsin (where the company was mustered out) he
met John T, Stuart, a young lawyer from Springfield, who encouraged
Abe to study law and offered to lend him law books,

Back in New Salem, Abe threw his hat into the political ring, Although
he was defeated on this first try for the State Legislature, he did not
give up, and two years later, in 1834, he was elected, Ilis course was
charted and he began to study law in earnest,

Meanwhile, “honest Abe” worked at odd jobs in order to pay off the
debts he and a partner had incurred when their store went broke, He was
village postmaster for a time and through the help of Mentor Graham
hecame assistant county surveyor, So when the other legislators asked him
his business, he would reply, “I’m a farmer and a riverman,a storekeeper,
a postmaster, and a surveyor, ” o

During those early days around the State House the most widely debated
subject was slavery, and Abe’s attention was frequently caught by the
deep, vibrant voice of a short, handsome blackhaired man who was always
surrounded by a crowd as he discussed the issue, Abe learned that this
fellow-legislator’s name was Stephen A, Douglas,

_Born a Southerner, Lincoln had grown up with slavery, In Indiana and
later in Illinois he had besn surrounded by Southerners who considered
slaves their property, Nevertheless, the thought of one man being owned
by another was abhorrent to him, During his first term in the Illinois
Legislature he opposed a resolution, saying “the institution of slavery is
founded on-...... injustice,” Yet he did not join the growing abolitionist
movement, for he feared that should the abolitionists prevail it would split
the Union, v

When Lincoln moved to Springfield, the new capital of the arstocratiic
John Stuart, and he had gained entree to the highest social circles——quite
a rise for the “backwoods boy” who had left the forests just seven years
earlier,

~ Before long he was engaged to Mary Todd, a popular Southern belle
with snapping brown eyes, Her ready wit and keen mind attracted Abe but
their courtship was marked by great indecision on his part, Finally, after
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#umerous break-ups and reconciliations they were married in 1842 and
established their first home in the Globe Tavern in Springfield, where
they lived until after the birth of their first son, Robert Todd,

After John Stuart was elected to Congress Lincoln dissolved their
partnership and fcrmed another with Stephen T, Logan, Soon after that he
opened his own law office and took on William Herndon (a young lawyer
ten years younger than Abe) as junior partner, an association that lasted
the rest of his life, Billy Herndon became Abe’s most loyal friend and
confidant and later wrote a definitive biography of the great statesman,

Life was pleasant enough for the Lincolns, They had bought the home
(at the corner of Jackson and 8th Streets in Springfield) which was
henceforth to be the family’s homestead and which stands today as a State
Museum) and another son, Edward Baker, had been born, But the dark
meanings and drifts of the troubled times were showing in Abe’s % long
gloomy face and cavernous eyes,”

With his election to Congress in 1847 Lincoln entered the national
scene, The two great issues facing the legislators in Washington were
slavery and the War with Mexico, Abe’s position on slavery was well known
and presumably shared by at least a majority of the Illinois voters,but his
stand against the War made him unpopular with his constituents and he
knew before the end of the term that he had forfeited any chance of
re—election,

He rturned to Springfield and resumed his law practice, By now his
reputation s an1 honest, clever, capable, kindly lawyer was drawing clients
from all over the State and once every few months he, a judge and several
other lawyers held court in the neighboring counties——called “riding the
ctrcuit”

Back in 1820 it had seemed that the tormenting question of the spread
of slavery had been pretty well settled through the Missouri Compromise,
whereby the State of Maine was admitted as a free state and to maintain
the balance Missouri came in as a slave state, At the same time it was
agreed that slavery should never be allowed in any of the territories lying
north of Missouri’s southern boundary,

But the troublesome issue was appearing again, Two new territories—
Kansas and Nebraska——were opening up for settlement, They were both north
of the line described in the Compromise, Yet Senator Stephen A, Douglas
of Illinois had sponsored a bill setting aside the Missouri Compromise,
«Let both the Northerners and the Southerners with their slaves settle in
Kansas and Nebraska, and as soon as they are ready for state government
let them decide whether their states shall be slave or free,” he urged,
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