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Unit 1 Environment

£7 %

Text AN

Earth’s Health in Sharp Decline, Massive Study Finds
KMEHAREZIN: Ik “BR" GHET

The report card has arrived from the largest ever scientific Earth analysis, and many
of the planet’s ecosystems are simply not making the grade.!

The UN-backed Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Synthesis Repor?® found that
nearly two-thirds of Earth’s life-supporting ecosystems, including clean water, pure air,
and stable climate, are being degraded by unsustainable use.

Humans have caused much of this damage during the past half century. Soaring
demand for food, fresh water, timber, fiber, and fuel have led to dramatic environmental
changes, from deforestation to chemical pollution, the report says. The already grim
situation may worsen dramatically during the first half of the 21st century, the report’s
authors warn.

Over 1,300 governmental and private-sector contributors from 95 countries
collaborated to create the landmark study. For four years they examined the planét’s
many habitats and species and the systems that bind them together. The United Nations
Environment Programme® compiled the report and released the results yesterday in

Beijing, China.

1L E 2R IR ETHRAMBMNPEITRE, R EHTFZESRABETEIRA,
report card AR A "FAEMGIRE R EATAEILE. BER "HESMMTHNER". make
the grade &3 "AEERAIBAMNSFE: M. not making the grade 5 report card FERY
EXR HETE.

2. Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Synthesis Report: { FHEE B RGITEESRE)Y., ZIRER
ERAEBFEGHTTIES AU RALSENH TS, SHFISMERM1L, 300 BRIFER
ST RIS,

3. the United Nations Environment Programme: EX & E 1128
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] “ . . .
Only by understanding the environment and how it works, can we make the

X
Bk

necessary decisions to protect it,” UN Secretary General Kofi Annan* said in a press
statement accompanying the report’s release. “Only by valuing all our precious natural

and human resources, can we hope to build a sustainable future.”

Socioeconomic Impact

The report paints a rather bleak picture for biodiversity® throughout much of the
natural world. Perhaps 10 to 30 percent of Earth’s mammal, bird, and amphibian species
are facing extinction.

The massive ecological survey was begun in response to Annan’s Millennium
Development Goals’, a UN initiative that aims to dramatically reduce socioeconomic
problems, such as hunger and extreme poverty, by 2015.

“The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment gives us, in some ways for the first time,
an insight into the economic importance of ecosystem services and some new and
additional arguments for respecting and conserving the Earth’s life-support systems,”
said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme.

Current human usage patterns of Earth’s environment have increased the global
food supply, albeit too slowly to accomplish the UN goal of halving world hunger by
2015.

The negative effects of ecosystem strain also include collapsing fisheries, coastal
“dead zones™” near sediment-heavy river mouths, shifting water quality, and
unpredictable regional climate, the report says.

Deforestation and other radical ecosystem alterations also promote diseases, such
as malaria and cholera, as well as new strains of existing contagions.

Changes to water systems may increase the frequency and severity of destructive
floods. Over a hundred thousand people were killed in the 1990s by floods, which also
caused destruction to the tune of 243 billion dollars (U.S.), according to the report.

4.Kofi Annan: 3 - &8 (KSEBLERHEK)

5.biodiversity: £ Z M, E—IMEBHEGESNETEER, SHEE% (BER) S#t. @
MEREMNESRASHEE=ZIER.

6. Millennium Development Goals: TfE% & B 1R

7. coastal “dead zones™: iIf g "FET-X" (?EEE?FE%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁi%kéﬁEtE’ﬂi&i@Kﬁi)



The regions facing the greatest environmental degradation are also among the*
world’s poorest: sub-Saharan Africa®, Central Asia, and parts of Latin America, and

South and Southeast Asia.

LuuNn

Call for Radical Change
The report urges drastic policy changes to the ways in which natural resources are

used.
From an economic perspective, the study suggests that many intact ecosystems

should be regarded as more valuable than those altered for commercial use.

For example, citing wetland wildlife habitat, water pollution filtration, water storage;
and recreational value, the report appraised intact Thai mangroves at a thousand U.S.
dollars per acre (0.4 hectare). The same mangroves were valued at only U.S. $200 an
acre after they had been cleared for fish and shellfish farming.

“The overriding conclusion of this assessment is that it lies within the power of
human societies to ease the strains we are putting on the nature services of the planet,
while continuing to use them to bring better living standards to all,” the report’s 45-
person board of directors® said in a statement.

“Achieving this, however, will require radical changes in the way nature is treated
at every level of decision-making and new ways of cooperation between government,
business and civil society,” the statement continued. “The warning signs are there for all
of us to see. The future now lies in our hands.”

The board of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Synthesis Report was co-chaired
by Robert Watson, chief scientist of the World Bank'®, and A. Hamid Zakri, director of
the United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies!.

8. sub-Saharan Africa: ¥ HL 73K B Z PHBIE M BX,
9. board of directors: [RE&N “(AT)) EESL", LMETHITARAEHERS,
10. the World Bank: #5# 4877, MM F 1945 12 5, EFAETENERSRNS.
11. the United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies: (UNU-IAS) ESE RESEH
RE (RLFRAHRER). BAEASE— ERERAL, HAERAENSHEE, S5%E
BAERR,



—4Words & Expressions

&l
% acre n. #E (1EF=4047 A\ 6.07H)
1% albeit coryj. RE =#‘BR
@ amphibian . gy ()
= appraise . W KT
bleak adj. BERE, R
cholera n il
collaborate 12 (BIsEXZT. MEEFHAE) hiE &1
conserve 12 ®RiP: RE. KRR |
contagion n. EE 30
deforestation n. AR AR
degradation n. B, ®%
degrade V. %L
ecosystem n. EBRG
extinction n. Rt
fiber n. T4 (YR
filtration n. T
fishery n. A, K=
grim adj. B
habitat n. (FEYH) £55, Bk
halve V. s
hectare n. AEL (=100 AEEL 2471 &H)
initiative n. AR R E T REETT3h
intact adj. AZIR: TEH
landmark n. (W) BRER (ERAURABRXIERITER
HEAREH)
malaria n. b=y
mammal n. THILEY
mangrove n. OHBEY, RMNLW
Nairobi NFE (BRITEE)
perspective n. (MEEFN) RH, A= B

recreational adj. JHIER ., BEAEM



sediment n. R (#),

shellfish n. KENTEY

socioeconomic adj. HESEF (%) B

species n. [£4] ¥, Hf

strain n. OLEMER: &%
OFh, (HEWH) R, £F

sustainable adj. DEC 540

Thai adj. =EH

timber n. K#: FEAKR

to the'tune of it

unsustainable adj. RoTHEEEE

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions on the text.

1.

W AW N

What does the author mean by “many of the planet’s ecosystems are simply not

making the grade™?

. Why was the UN Millennium Ecosystem Assessment initiated?

. What is the overall attitude of the report concerning the future of the Earth?

. What functions do wetlands play in conserving the environment?

. What essential steps should be taken to change the dégrading trend of the

ecosystem?

II. There are two or three choices in the brackets of each of the following sentences.
Choose the correct one according to the text.

1.

A massive study finds that the Earth’s health is in (gradual / sharp / hopeless)
decline.

. (Unsustainable / Unlimited / Inexhaustible) use of the natural resources i§ leav-

ing many precious species on this planet on the verge of extinction:

. Over the years, human beings’ demand for food, fresh water, timber, fiber and

fuel has been (dropping / faltering / soaring).

. The environment of this planet is already in a (grim / pleasing / moderate)

situation.

L HuN
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10.

. The research findings (indicated / released / demonstrated) yesterday will help

us better understand the ecosystems and how they function.

. The Assessment report paints a rather (promising / bleak / blank) picture for

biodiversity throughout much of the natural world.

. Millennium Development Goals is a UN (project / timetable / initiative) that

aims to reduce socioeconomic problems by 2015.

. The Assessment report offers us some new (insights / perceptions / proposals)

into the economic importance of ecosystem services.

. Collapsing fisheries, coastal “dead zones” near sediment-heavy river mouths,

shifting water quality, and unpredictable regional climate are all (convincing /
negative / supportive) effects of ecosystem strain.
Deforestation and other radical ecosystem (improvements / alterations) also

promote diseases as well as new strains of existing contagions.

IT1. Choose the word or phrase which is closest in meaning to the underlined part

in each sentence.

1.

The largest ever scientific Earth analysis reveals that many of the planet’s
ecosystems are simply not making the grade.
A. doing well enough B. progressing
C. functioning D. moving in the right direction

. Nearly two-thirds of Earth’s life-supporting ecosystems, including clean water,
pure air, and stable climate, are being degraded by unsustainable use.
A. prevented B. marked C. determined D. made worse

. They examined the planet’s many habitats and species and the systems that bind
them together.
A, regions B. dwelling places
C. shelters D. refuges

. Only by valuing all our precious natural and human resources, can we hope to

build a sustainable future.
A. prosperous B. diverse C. livable D. lasting

. Perhaps 10 to 30 percent of Earth’s mammal, bird, and amphibian species are

facing extinction.
A. threat B. emergence  C. urgency D. dying out



