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MESSAGE FROM
CLAUDE-MICHEL SCHONBERG

Concept & Composer of Les Misérables
and Miss Saigon
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“"Each time I meet Robert, something extraordinary is
happening.

As a friend or as a singer, you can always expect the best
from this flamboyant young man. His will is contagious,
his joy is a remedy, and his talent is a gift as a composer,
like me.

He loves life and music but life and music love him!!

I wish you the best my dear Robert,”
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MESSAGE FROM CHENG PEI PEI

"Robert Vicencio always keeps a dream alive in his mind,
one being the hopes of the Musical Theatre industry from
Broadway & the West End developing and growing in
China. He has recently written a book and has asked me to
comment on his new endeavor.

I then asked him, 'What have you written your book
about?’

His answer was simple. His book would help people in
auditioning, with a focus on Musical shows.

I believe he is fully qualified to share this story with
everyone based on his many years of experience on the
stage of international Musical shows. This book is
especially helpful during the first steps of the domestic
musical industry growing in China as more and more
young people are showing interest in Musical Theatre, I
believe it's necessary to encourage a right direction for
these children to follow.

Robert further mentioned that he will address common
problems and challenges faced by first time auditionees,
for example, how to deal when your voice breaks, how to
control your nerves and even when you forget your words
on stage!

Now it gives me great pleasure to introduce someone who
would like to share his experiences with you, I suggest
that you don't miss this fantastic opportunity...”

Cheng Pei Pei
Movie Legend & Star of Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
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PREFACE

This book is not intended to be read from beginning to end
as this book was not written from beginning to end. This
book provides nine points of equal importance depending
on the reader and his or her current strengths and
weaknesses. Most audition books out in the market have
been written by casting directors, directors, producers or
teachers, very little to none at all have been written from
the perspective of an actual performer going through the
emotions and experiences of auditioning. I based this
book on my experiences from both an actor, to being a
director and to the observations, comments and memories
I has encountered or heard of from my many years in the
industry both in Musical Theatre and Film. I made an
important point not to write long and winding sentences
that [ead to who knows where, instead, I designed a book
with simple, straight forward and non-technical
applications.

I hope this book provides a practical, straight forward
approach to the trials and tribulations of auditioning
without the use of scientific or technological jargon which
becomes a quick reference in those moments of
uncertainty that occurs around about 30mins before an
audition.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Robert Gabriel Vicencio was born in 1976 - the Year of the
Dragon. Virtually from the moment he exited the womb,
Robert was well aware that he was destined to achieve the
things which for many are so unattainable: in London's
West End & around the world he has performed as a
principal in one of the world's longest & largest running
productions — Miss Saigon, has played significant roles in
international films with both London & Hollywood Studios,
produced & directed concerts around the world & worked
with the global TV giant National Geographic on two of
their China based productions.

He backpacked the world at 19, produced and directed the
only West End Concert commemorating John Lennon's
20th Anniversary of his death bringing together John
Lennon's original band 'The Quarrymen® for the 1st time in
the West End, earning him an exclusive interview on BBC
World News, has recorded songs released on CD in
London, was commissioned by the Singaporean
Government to write Sln’gapore‘s Sports National Anthem
and furthering his entrepreneurial spirit, has successfully
established' his own company teaching Mandarin Online
and Offline called AskBenny.Cn - all before the tender age
of 30 and is now based in Shanghai following his dream of
further developing Musical Theatre in China & the
development and expansion of his dotcom business.

More recently, at the publication of this book, he is in the
middle of production for directing his very first full length
feature film entitled “Distance Runners”, shooting in China
with an international cast and due to be released in
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February 2009.

His extraordinarily long and impressive list of
accomplishments - and indeed the force which drives his
work ethics and entire attitude to life - is founded on the
basis of the maxim of Robert's alma mater, St Aloysius
College:

" Ad Majoram Natus ("Born for greater things").
This is his first book.

Robert Gabriel Vicencio

QUOTATIONS FOR THE SOUL

Throughout this book is a collection of quotes which I have
lived by throughout my life. Many of them I actually
photocopied and posted close to the door of my dressing
room in every city I have performed in, to remind, re-iterate
& inspire me in times when I needed it most. I would
regularly read them several minutes before I went on stage.
It always gave me great happiness when cast and crew from
the show would walk in now and then to read the quotes for
themselves as I believe, quotes were always intended to be
shared. ‘ ' '
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INTRODUCTION

“You're not Caucasian, you can't audition! Isn't that about
a British Ship with a British Captain? I think you have to be
English!” This was the first thing my mother said when I
came home from school one afternoon in 1992 and told her
that I was auditioning for our school play "HMS PINAFORE”
by Gilbert & Sullivan. Undeterred, the following day after
the 8th period, I queued up with fellow students outside
the music room and waited in line. I can't actually
remember what song I sang but all I know is, a week later
when the cast was posted on the Music Notice board, I had
been -given the lead role of “Captain of the Pinafore”.
Instantly my heart erupted with joy and rapture. It was to
be my first role in a musical. It became my first ever
musical playing one of the leading roles. A moment never
to be forgotten, thanks to my mentor and then Music Co-
ordinator at St. Aloysius College, Mr. James Long, who
pioneered in the non-stereotyped casting of school plays.

“Within the first 15 seconds of you entering into the
room, a director will already know whether they want
you or not. Everything you do after that will simply
confirm their initial thought either way. So your job is if
they want you, to make them see that they have
made the right choice, and if in their minds they
don't want you, then to prove them wrong”

-Robert Vicencio




