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Séétioﬁ A Faihdus Universities in the World

I Brainstorming

Direction: There are many famous universities apart from the top ones in
China. Please list the famous universities you know and write out their
outstanding specialty (or specialties).

Famous universities in Asia

Name Specialty

University of Tokyo politics, laws, medicine, engineering

T

Famous universities in North America

natural science, engineering, medicine,

Harvard University

Famous universities in Europe

science, engineering, economics,
politics

University of Cambridge
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Famous universities in Oceania

architecture, literature, education,
University of Melbourne engineering, law, medicine, music,
science, veterinary science/medicine

Famous universities in other areas

commerce, engineering, health
sciences, humanities, law

University of Cape Town

]ﬂ Discussion

Task 1: It’s said that what makes a university famous is its many top scientists,
not its modern and spacious buildings. But different people may have different
ideas. If a university does not have a spacious work environment, it may not
satisfy its working staff. They may leave sooner or later. Discuss and argue your

ideas within your group.

Task 2: Many people say that “education helps a nation flourish.” How do you
understand this saying? Many governments in the world do place a high value
on education. Do you agree with this practice? Can you talk about or show
examples of the importance of education to a nation?



Useful €xpressions F i al

To express agfeenient

You can say that again.

That’s just what I wanted to say.

Useful Words and Phrases for Discusion

2. find well-paid jobs
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4. with convenient access to the most advanced information

6. qualified scientists and technicians

8. economic development

12. brain bank / brain trust / talent bank

]M Monologue

Direction: Listen to the monologue and choose the best answer to each
question.

1. You are invited to visit Yale at any time to explore the life of the
campus.
A. in person B. by groups
C. through this site D. in person or through the web

2. What are Yale students famous for?
A. They are famous for their sports.
B. They are famous for their academic achievements.
C. They are famous for their taking part in a host of activities.
D. They are famous for forming and shaping clubs and organizations of

their own.
3. Yale is indeed well known for — _ et
A. the strength of its college B. a strong academic curriculum

C. a host of extracurricular activities D. a distinguished faculty
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What helps to enrich the cultural climate of the university and city?

A. Education and research.

B. Student clubs and organizations.

C. A great library and outstanding public museums and galleries.

D. Extracurricular activities from athletics to community service.

What is one of the main characteristics of Yale according to the president?
A. Yale is a university with so many students.

B. Yale is a university with honorable traditions.

C. Yale is a university with great achievements.

D. Yale is a university with great fame.

I\V] Conversation

Direction: Listen to the conversation and decide whether the following

statements are True or False.

1.

VA Group Discussion

Harvard University is the oldest university in the United Kingdom and it was
founded in 1663.

. The student population is 18,694, 59% men, 41% women and 17% of the

students in Harvard University are from overseas.

. The fees are expensive, but students can get scholarships and many of them

work to help pay for their education.

. The Harvard-Yale Regatta, a boat race between the two friendly American

universities, is held in the spring every year.
There are some basic courses which everyone must take, but after that
students can follow their own interests. Students are encouraged to take

some courses outside their main subject to widen their experience.

Direction: Now we’ve got some idea of Yale University. Discuss the

following questions with your partners and state your group’s opinion in

6
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your class.

1. According to the above monologue, what is your impression of Yale?
2. Can you mention some of the main characteristics of Yale?

3. In what way should we learn from Yale?

\V/I Passage

<< humanities
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Direction: You are going to bear a passage about Cambridge University.
Listen carefully and choose the best answer to each question.
1. For what reason does Cambridge University have a world-wide reputation?
A. For its long history and so many libraries.
B. For its beautiful campus and modern labs.

C. For its so famous scholars and their great achievements.

D. For its outstanding academic achievements and the high quality of
research.

2. In what fields do the Cambridge pioneers work?
A. Advances in telecommunications.
B. Research into the origins of the universe.

C. The understanding of disease and the creation of new materials.
D. All of the above.



A5 B 5 R

3. The principal administrative body of Cambridge University is

A. the Council B. the Regent House
C. the Finance Committee D. the General Board of the Faculties
4. How old is Cambridge University?
A. About 600 yeas old. B. About 800 years old.
C. About 700 years old. D. About 500 years old.
5. What will the modern Cambridge University be like according to the
passage?

A. A home of Nobel Prize winners.

B. A cradle of prominent figures in the arts, print and broadcast media.

C. An international center of teaching and research in a vast range of
subfects. ' '

D. The oldest and largest institution in the United Kingdom and in the
world.

Useful Words and Phrases

1
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Direction: You are going to bear a passage about the University of
Melbourne. The passage will be read twice. You are asked to write
down the missing words in the blank spaces.

Established in 1__, the University of Melbourne is a public-spirited



