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PUE RSP EAD 90% UL ERBURIRINES, W E& RIK
HHRIERE, DUBFIEREARKT SR, BIER EFEEREBNES
Z—, WREREANESZ—.

The Chinese language is the language of the Chinese Han nationali-

ty, which comprises over 90% of the total population of China, as well
as being the common social language of all nationalities of China. It is al-
so, with its long history, one of the most developed and wide-spread lan-
guages of the world.

DUBFAER ZRMERENTTE BN B RBADGER IR
EEAARER . DUEIrE R AR 5 . DI A B S SR R
ER R E T

Chinese is a language with a great variety of dialects. The modern
Chinese described in this book is the so-called putonghua (the common
language ) that takes Beijing speech sounds as its standard pronunciation,
the Northern dialects as its basic dialect and standard modern vernacular
literature as its grammatical model.

BEEMBIETNERZ—. EAEIARIGE, BT O
ERIEE. WF QUENEBERS) | AILLSL, SRR T %
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BERIEER S, AREEEBIGE iR & A ARG

Grammar is one of the elements of a language. Foreigners learning

modern Chinese must have a good understanding of the characteristics of
its grammar, in addition to the command of pronunciation, Chinese char-
acters (the written symbols of Chinese) and vocabulary , before they

can acquire a mastery of the rules of sentence making and work usage.

—

HNTEFHEIFERBADGEEL, RN G —HEA
AT

To help students grasp modern Chinese grammar, some of the funda-
mental concepts concerned are introduced below.

(—) #F

Sentence

A A S R T A Bk — 1 He s R L o B
AT o DUEBAF AT SR R AR SE, B SRS 43 A
AR PR . XU RS AR ARy, Bt 3=
R Hlin “BA1%¥TiEE” XMITFREMEERSE “RA,
CEENIERRT REIEA Y. T AR R i B A AR E R A
WRATE, BN R “RIRWE?” BAdNEAE A, DUEMF
BT SR H R Y, WAR T35,

A sentence is a language unit which makes complete and independ-
ent sense in social communication. In the Chinese language, there are
two kinds of sentences, the simple and the complex. Structurally, simple
sentences can be classified into two different groups: the one-member
sentence consisting of either the subject or the predicate, and the two-

member sentence consisting of both the subject and the predicate, which

2
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is also called the subject-predicate (S-P) sentence, e.g. in the sen-
--tence WAI2EITE, FAiT is the subject and 237 iE the predicate.
In the sentence 3!, there is only the predicate, while in the sentence
TRIKWE?, there is only the subject. Therefore the last two examples are
called one-member sentences or non-subject-predicate sentences. One
point which should be mentioned here is that in the Chinese language,
not only verbs, but also other notional words, can function as the predi-

cate.

(Z) TS

Sentence element '

AT TRl A 4R IR — e B R R . 7EA) AR —
R WL AR RE B RA SR E IR BA 4L, ) F Ly . DUE
AF—BAEASTET RS, . FiE JiE =5, Ei5. REw
Mhigo BlanfE “HMFIEER” —MEEF=MAOTRY: K
i177 BEiE, “%37 REE, “EBR BREE. & “REKKEH
FEEYE” AP EEEMA TS BB, 55 BiE. SEN
Rik. HETR:

A sentence is composed of various words or phrases arranged accord-
ing to certain grammatical relationships. These words and phrases in a
sentence with certain grammatical functions are called sentence elements.
Generally speaking, there are six sentence elements in Chinese: subject,
predicate, object, attributive, adverbial adjunct and complement. For
instance’, there are three elements in the sentence Ff ] iER:. A1
is the subject, %£>] the predicate and & ¥: the object. In the sentence
IR GRS S 3] 1B, there are five elements: subject, predicate, ob-
ject, attributive and adverbial adjunct.

The sentence elements are shown in the following table;
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*F1
FEiEHL HIERS
Subject part Predicate part
FiE | BEIAE BiE
Subject | Predicate verb Object
£4 | F7 & ik
*x2
EHERS THIEER S
Subject part Predicate part
Fik BRI Bif
Subject Predicate verb Object
TR Ri& REVE
Attributive Adverbial adjunct Attributive
& - ik | HA %3] RiE - |E%
*3
FiEHS HIEERGT
Subject part Predicate part
FiE ARSI Bif
Subject Predicate verb Object
WRiE N ETE
Adverbial adjunct Complement | Attributive,
23 —% F () i i ik
() i
Word

R AT R B E S B0 I “RATETEE” —
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A], RH AT T, BT XEANTAHRK. CRIRIKSS
JIEFEJVGERLR” —4), Bd R WRIRT. “HST. E7
VOB, BT XANHARE. T R—E R DUREE
M “F,”, “—E”. T ETL DUET . HRIR EARAE
H I o

A word is the most basic language unit in making up a sentence.

For example: the sentence “F 13 >J & ;" is made up of 3 words:
“TAT “2E3” “iEE:”. While the next sentence “ FRIKIKES F15% 3
DUEIEY:” is made up of 6 words “F8”, “LRER”, “BH7, “%3”7,
“DUE”, ¢ iﬁliﬁ”. While the sentence “F— &2 IFINiEE LR l is
made up of another 6 words; “Fg” “—5g” “H” “UF” “PIE” “E
.

DU B VA% R SORITE R s FT DA SR A TR B A2k, 52
AR BSEN R Y, BAMAE LT TS, 4. R, 3
L Bishid, B, R, BT, D EEAM TR
TSR SEIA . A — B ST RS, — MRt R B 7R 2
FF RSy, B, BEsg,

Chinese words can be divided into two categories according to their
meaning and grammatical function — notional words and auxiliary words.
Notional words have actual meaning and can act as sentence elements in-
dependently. Nouns, verbs, auxiliary verbs, adjectives, numerals,
measure words and pronouns belong to this category. All the 10 words in
the above 3 sentences are notional words. While function words do not
have actual meaning and can not be used alone as sentence elements.
Prepositions and auxiliary words are in this category.

(M) 4

Phrase
A R T A I — 2 R RN A ARk i — 4 A A
5
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FAA . BEAL . WIERLS., Bl “FERIkSS J12 I B0EE
W A, CTRERIKT R “VGEIBE HR AR E 4L,
“SAeT” MRSAMNRERS; “2IVEEE" B3
4, “R™ M “DUE WMEEE, “BH BRE,

A phrase is a combination of words arranged according to certain

grammatical rules. There are the subject-predicate (S-P) phrase, the
verb-object (V-O) phrase, the endocentric phrase, etc. For example:
in the sentence “ FIRIKSS 12 I VUEBE” , “BIKEK” and “PUEE
#£” are both nominal endocentric phrase. “3%” and “J{i&” both serve
as the attributive; “%%JJ2£3]” is a verbal endocentric phrase modified
by the adverbial adjunct “%% J;”. “ 2 3 {E¥L” is a Verb-Object
phrase.

BULR DUE R F I R OLAI T 22 1 36 2R T B 5 40 F

The types of Chinese sentences and the relationship between them

are illustrated briefly in the following graph;

[ F
Sentence
L | g2 8
Simple sentence Complex sentence
MR A (EE ) BRmEEEF) G )
Tow—member sentence One-member sentence ause
(S-P sentence) (Non—S-P sentence) (Simple sentence)

8
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The main characteristics of Chinese grammar
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