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FOREWORD

Nature worship as a primitive form of religion enjoyed the longest popularity in manZ
s history, and mountain worship as a manifestation of nature worship was found to be of
ancient origin among peoples in the world. However, few mountain had been so greatly
honoured as Mount Taishan that emperors throughout Chinese dynasties esteemed and
worshiped as a sacred mountain. From time immemorial when tribal chiefs practised
totemism down to feudal dynasties when emperors offered sacrifices to Heaven and Earth,
and prayed for peace, security and good harvest, Mount Taishan had always been the
place where rulers conversed with Heaven, and that had been practised for several
thousand years in the past. Hance numerous sacrificial utensils were left behind there.
And we term such utensils for sacrifices to Mount Taishan gods as “utensils for sacrifices
to Mount Taishan.”

Commenting On “Waterways Classic” contains the earliest record of utensils for
sacrifices to Mount Taishan by quoting from Notes On A Punitive Expedition when it
says, in the present Dai Temple at the foot of Mount Taishan were “kept musical
insturments of the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. - A.D.220) and marvellous vehicles and wooden
figurines; all of them are exquisite, ingenious and luxurious: - There is also a gilded
horse, more than two feet in height, of fine appearance and is exquisitely designed.” And
the six bronze relics of Chu excavated from a sacrifice pit at Mount Taishan in the 1950s
have been verified to be the earliest utensils for sacrifices to Mount Taishan.

Bronzeware, chinaware, jade articles, lacquerware, glassware, wooden articles, gold
and silver articles, stone seals and clothing chiefly, these various utensils have the
following characteristics. Firstly, they bear not only the features of their ages, but also
the specific features as utensils for exclusive use in sacrifices to Mount Taishan, and
these features show changes in religious sacrificial rites in different historical periods.
Moreover, these utensils were mostly presented by supreme rulers, and they invariably
represent the best quality that material production, science and technology had achieved
in those days. Secondly, these utensils bear definite years or dates they were produced,
places of their production and what temples presented, and detailed information and data
of these utensils can be traced in the imperial or local archives. Hence valuable historical
objects of study. Thirdly, workmanship of these utensils is fine and superb. Their shapes,
colours, decorative patterns are superb, and are rarely seen in other articles of the same
kind.

Unlike utensils in general use, sacrificial utensils are employed to please gods; so
they are highly symbolic of human esteem and worship of gods. As these utensils were
offered by supreme rulers to Mount Taishan gods as rituals, they were of paramount
importance and embodied the will power of the rulers. They also represent crystallization
of scientific, technological, cultural and artistic achievements of a given age. Although
these utensils were exclusively employed in sacrifices to Mount Taishan, their historical
significance and artistic values go far beyond the region and their ages.

For more people to see the significance of ancient Mount Taishan culture, we have
selected part of the sacrificial utensils of the Ming Dynasty (1368 —1644) and Qing
Dynasty(1644 —1911) the Museum keeps, and included them in the present pictorial for
general appreciation.

Liu Hui
March 31st, 1995
At Dai Temple
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