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A Natural Landscape
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Natural landscape Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region is
situated in Northwest China with an area of 1.66 million square kilome-
ters. The most prominent topographical feature of Xinjiang is two basins
flanked by three mountain chains. The Altay Mountains lie in the north
of Xinjiang, the Kunlun Mountains and the Altun Mountains in the south.
The Tianshan Mountains run east and west in the middle of Xinjiang.
The Tarim Basin is in Southern Xinjiang with the Taklamakan Desert at
its center and the Junggar Basin in Northern Xinjiang with Gurban-

tunggut Desert at the center. The natural landform in Xinjiang is wonder-




ful with many characteristics, such as mountain peak. glacier,
desert, oasis, Gobi, river, lake, forest, etc. There are endless
farmlands, crisscrossing shelterbelts, beautiful cities. delicious
and sweel fruits. #(1) Aerial photo of Taklamakan Desert
(2 The Yarkand River, one of the headstreams of
the Tarim River Oasis and farmland on the banks of the riv-
er. W3 Tumur Peak, main peak of the Tianshan Moun-
tains 7435 meters above sea level, located in Wensu county,
Aksu prefecture. F1(4) Kanas Lake under Friendship Peak
(main peak of the Altay Mountains, 4374 meters above sea lev-

el) 37.7 square kilometers.
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A Natural Landscape
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Natural landscape

B 1 Setting sun over Swan Lake
Upper reaches of the Kaidu River.
Hejing 2)  Colorful landform in
Kucha # (3) Desert Highway passing
through the Taklamakan Desert
Luntai—Minfeng. completed in 1995.
@ 4 Herd of horses on a prairie
Depth of the Tianshan Mountains. Ili




A Natural Landscape

BAFI BORTEBE 54K 7546 X),F
RIFEERR ™A n. BRIHRENEES IS
“wAZ BN FE LSRN ARES . BOBBARFT
BB EAEREX sk, TRIEE, £ 5 55,
A E . BARBAMMERRE #6002
Arrer, BODEARFRHPRIVGESE A28 A2
TR AR K B (R 5445 K ).

Natural landscape # (1) Muztagh
Ata (7546 meters above sea level) . Karakul
Lake. Akto®(2) Ancient route of the Silk Road
at the valley in Qipan Township, Yecheng
County Qipan Grottoes is situated in the valley.
[ (3 Juhua Tai ( Chrysanthemum Platform)
A scenic spot at Nanshan Mountain of Urumgqi.
W4 Primitive Diversiform-leaved Poplars in
winter  Tarim River, Luntai ¥ 5 Buildings in
the center of Urumgqi city. Bogda Peak (5445

meters above sea level) is visible in fine days.
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Different stages of social development :
Late Palaeolithic Age in Xinjiang: 50000~12000 BP
Neolithic age:12000BP~2000 BC.

Early Bronze Age:2000~1300 BC.

Late Bronze Age:1300~700 BC

Early Iron Age:700~200 BC.
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The Ancient Culture In Xinjiang Along The Silk Road
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Preface

Xinjiang was known as the "Western Regions" in history. The offi—

cial histories of past dynasties of China all have a chapter of "Account of
the Western Regions" to describe its territory which varied in size at dif—
ferent times. Shortly after the Qing dynasty unified areas in the north and
the south of the Tianshan Mountains, the Western Regions was renamed
"Xinjiang". In Qin Ding Huang Yu Xi Yu Tu Zhi (Official Collection of
the Geography Records of the Western Regions) compiled in 1782, the
official definition of Xinjiang's territory by the Qing government covers a
vast area from the east of Jiayuguan Pass to the south and the east of
Lake Balkhash. Today, as we study Xinjiang's history from the archaeo—
logical perspective, we naturally need to investigate the changes of local
residents' life in history.

Xinjiang was a hub of the Silk Road but also a difficult part to travel
between China and the West in ancient times. Of course, this was also a
part of the ancient trade routes for Jade, Gold and china. According to
Hanshu Xiyuzhuan (The History of the Han Dynasty: Account of the
Western Regions), "After passing the Jade Gate and Yang Guan there
are two roads to the Western Regions. One goes by Shanshan, following
the course of a river along the north of the Southern Mountains, reaching
Yarkand in the west. This is known as the Southern Route. The other
passes Cheshi's South Capital, also following a river along the Northern
Mountains and arrives at Shule. This is the Northern route".According to
this description by Bang Gu about the Silk Road in the Eastern Han dy—
nasty, which shows the division of the southern and the northern routes
had already taken shape. Actually, another route known as the Loulan
route leading "westward from here (Jade Gate Pass) to the Salt Lake (Lop
Nor), which was protected by many military garrisons," already exists by
100 BC. The remains at Tuyin site in Lop Nor today is the witness of this
earliest part of Silk Road that split into the southern and northern routes
at Loulan. Since the Eastern Han dynasty, the current northern route was
opened and called the "New Northern Route" which linked the South
and the North Cheshi and goes as far as the Chigu City of Wusun. The
Sui Shu Pei Ju Zhuan (The History of the Sui Dynasty: Biography of
Pei Ju) says, "From Dunhuang to the West Sea. there are three routes,
which interconnected with each other by subsidiary branches." The
Southern Route went through Yarkand, passed the Congling (Pamirs) and
went into the Da Yuezhi and Anxi (Parthia). The Northern Route of the

Western Han was called the "Middle Route" in the Sui and Tang dynas—
ties which passed through Shule and Congling (Pamirs) and reached
Dawan (Ferghana), Kangju (Sogdiana) as well as Yancai ('Vast Steppes'):
According to Pei Ju's accounts, "The Northern Route went by Yiwu,
passed through the Teli tribe at Pulei Lake (Barkol Lake) and palace of
Turks' khan, went across a river flowing northward, entered Fulin King—
dom (Eastern Roman Empire) and arrived at the West Sea (Mediter—
ranean Sea)."

These historical records clearly illustrate the three routes of the Silk
Road for us. They all start from the Central Plains of China, pass through
Xinjiang and end at Rome. In the1870's, famous German geographer F.
von Richthofen first used the name "the Silk Road" in his book China to
refer these routes. Today. the Silk Road, as a symbol of the ancient route
of communication, has become famous throughout the world. In fact, the
'unofficial' Silk Road has a history of 3000 years: traces of silk fabrics of
the Bronze Age have been discovered in Nanwan Cemetery at Barkol; silk
textiles of the Warring States (476-221 BC) period have also been un—
earthed from Palmyra Cemetery in Syria (p298— (3)), Pazyryk site at Altai
of Russia (p298-1®@) and Ala Gou Cemetery at Toksun (p131- (D).

The Tianshan Mountains lie in the middle of Xinjiang. People usu—
ally divide Xinjiang into two geographical units: the 'Southern Xinjiang'
and the 'Northern Xinjiang', with Tianshan Mountains as the boundary.
Southern Xinjiang, exhibiting a unique ethos as well as distinctive histo—
ry and culture, is the representative of the oasis culture along the Silk
Road, while Northern Xinjiang displays the most striking features of the
grassland culture in Eurasia steppe with special folklore and scenery as
well as profound historical resources.

The oasis culture is a synthetic concept, which includes politics,
culture, art, religion and the economy endemic to the Gobi and desert
areas of Southern Xinjiang. Comparatively speaking, Southern Xinjiang
covers a larger area than the northern part. The Tarim basin lies in the
middle with an area of 530,000 square kilometers, the Kunlun Moun—
tains, Altun Mountains, Pamirs stand along the southern brim of the
basin while the Tianshan Mountains stretches out in the north, forming
an enclosed environment. Streams of the melting mountain snow form
various rivers, irrigating the oases they pass through. What the oasis cul-

ture illustrates is the course of the transformation from hunting—gathering



economy to agricultural economy and the rise and fall of different city
states here. The ruins of ancient cities, graves and grottoes are the most
splendid parts of Oasis culture.

The grassland culture generally refers to the economy, politics, cul—
tures, arts and religions derived from the natural environment featured
with mountains and grassland in Northern Xinjiang. Northern Xinjiang
covers an area of 380,000 square kilometers, with the Junggar Basin ly—
ing in the center, the Altay Mountains in the north and northeast, the
Tianshan Mountains in the south and southeast, plus some small hilly
areas in the west. Ancient inhabitants of Northern Xinjiang had led their
life in submountain area, but they were more attracted by mountains and
to nomadic lifestyle in mountainous areas and grassland. As they lived by
the river, lake, spring of mountainous areas, the development of their
productivity is invariably related closely to mountains. What the grass—
land culture display is the process from hunting—gathering economy to
pastoral economy and the ups and downs of the drifting confederations of
nomadic people. Rock paintings, rock carvings, deer stones, stone stat—
ues and ancient mounts are the best reflections of the grassland history.

Xinjiang is an important point of intersection of cultural exchanges
between East and West. To its east lies the Central Plains of China that is
the birthplace of China's ancient civilization; to its west are civilizations
of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Mediterranean; India civilization is in the
southwest. Along the Silk Road, many brocade textiles have been un—
earthed from Niya, Loulan, Qiemo and Khotan. They are all character—
ized with strong Chinese textile style. The Tang dynasty is the golden age
of the Silk Road. Significant quantities of silk fabrics of this time, such as
brocade, silk, damask, etc. have been excavated at Astana Cemetery in
Turfan. While silk was the main product transported from China along
the Silk Road to the West, various goods flowed into Chinese market
from West, such as glass ware of Rome style from the Mediterranean
coast, Sassanids glass ware, gold and silver wares of Sassanids and Sog—
dian styles, etc, revealing the commercial prosperity of the Silk Road.

Along with the development of the Silk Road, Xinjiang became the
place where different cultures intermingled. Besides Shamanism, which
is an indigenous belief, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Taoism, Christianity,
Manicheism, and Islam all spread along the Silk Road. Archaeologists

The Ancient Culture In Xinjiang Along The Silk Road

have unearthed heaps of documents written in a number of languages,
such as Chinese, Tibetan, Tangut, Sanskrit, Kharosthi, Khotan, Tochari—
an, Sogdian, Syrian, Turkic, Uighurian, Chagatay, Ariabic, and ete. This
reflects the interchanges of the Sino-Tibetan, Indo — European and Al-
taic languages, and manifests the cultural complexity of the inhabitants
in ancient Xinjiang. Physical anthropological studies on the mummies
and human bones unearthed here reveal that Europoid and Mongoloid
are the major anthropological types of ancient Xinjiang residents. There—
fore, Xinjiang undoubtedly deserves the name "Ethnology Museum".
This "museum" reflects complicated historical and regional cultural in—
teractions. To understand this completely, further analysis and research
on more unearthed materials are needed.

This book is an exhibition of the archaeological excavations and
studies over past 100 years. Benefited from the policy of reform and
opening—up in 1978, this book is a fruit of China's rapid development in
various aspects. Today, Chinese people are becoming better off and the
country stronger. As archaeological workers in Xinjiang, it is our plea—
sure to sum up our work and compile a book like this to present to the
friends all over the world. This book also includes pictures of the urban
sculptures and cultural facilities in each prefecture of Xinjiang to en—
hance the cultural emphasis of the book and to show the unique cultural
characteristics of ancient and modern Xinjiang to the readers and
tourists. Hereby we would like to acknowledge our colleagues working in
the field of cultural relics and museums at every prefecture, county and
city of Xinjiang. This book would have been impossible to publish with—
out their heartful support and assistance.

PS: Because we’ve published a book about the Buddhist Art in
Xinjiang in 2006, in this book we just include a few materials about
Buddhism. (The Buddhist Art in Xinjiang Along the Silk Road, com-
piled by Huo Xuchu and Qi Xiaoshan. 178 pages, over 500 colored
pictures, published in Chinese, English and Japanese) . The book
systematically introduces the result of research on the Buddhist art in
Xinjiang. More than 60 Buddhist monuments in Xinjiang are presented
in the book. The price of that book is 200 RMB yuan and it is the
companion volume of this book.



