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RE1REH

(A e R - PRUR S )2 AR 1R 1 R 0 40 R 2 R BB H R ) 35 5 b iR
TR S 50 R 5 (4R HE R TP S Y4 5 T B, F OB AR B L BT B A — R T SO A R T
Ko EHRGE .
FIEREANRITHEE DhEE R R RS R S T IE M S K
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—iIR—& . G R h AN RE ROEE S RIS 4, B R LS R IR
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Laughter is good for you

Topic Humour and laughter

Functions | 1 Describing careers ’ j
Stand-up comedy is special because the comedian is right there in front of the
audience and may talk directly to audience members.
He has hosted the show eight times. Each time, he performs his stand-up
routine in front of millions of people when the show is broadcast live on TV.

2 Describing acting

A stand-up comedian may make fun of an audience member, or he or she
might decide to tell different jokes in response to the reaction of an audience.
They have been tripping over chairs, walking into doors, and falling down on
stage for years.

Vocabulary | laughter, stand-up, humour, humorous, well-loved, response, reaction, main,
physical, queue, visual, tennis, stage, actor, act, academy, award, routine,
live, little-known, toothbrush, mirror, outstanding, microphone, somehow,
lip, appropriate, silent, howl, amuse, brain, saying, vital, entertainment,
enthusiastic, super, tough, worthwhile, master, foreigner, initial, dialogue,
skill, bench, setting, courtyard, cross, notebook, cosy, annoyed, wander,
crowded, entire, king, raise, meaningfully, official-looking, paper, bow, dash,
re-enter, fool, tear, exit, emergency, burst, poster, glare, roll
make fun of, in response to, make jokes about, queue up, soon after, take on,
move on, in pairs, for a while, go on, burst in, glare at, hold out, a roll of

Grammar Overview of tenses 1: present tenses
1 The Academy Awards show is on television every year.

2 The Comedy Club is giving a lecture about stand-up next month.
3 You are always making the same mistakes!

4 Billy Crystal has been in many films and television shows.

5 Comedians have always told jokes and performed comic acts.

6 Doctors have been researching that question.

Skills and | By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

strategies | 1 read a magazine article about stand-up comedy and two short plays
2 listen to an answering machine message and a radio talk show
3 discuss comedy and famous crosstalk performers
4 write an e-mail about crosstalk
5 perform a short play
6 expand vocabulary used in play scripts

Culture 1 A special type of comedy—stand-up

N

Chinese crosstalk and Chinese crosstalk masters




The Academy Awards B 1; 54

When the first Academy Awards ceremony was held in 1929 there were less than 250 persons
attending, nowadays the ceremony is seegn worldwide in over 100 countries. The award given is
officially called the “Academy Award of Merit” but more commonly known as “Oscar” so named by
a librarian of the Academy Awards in the 1950’s because it looked like her uncle Oscar. It is a figure
of a knight (# =) standing on a reel of film holding a sword (£1]), which weighs more than 8 pounds
and is 13.5 inches.

Many awards are given out each year in different categories, including the famous ones like Best
Picture and Best Actor/Actress. The voting of the Oscar is done by people within the field. For
example if an actor is up for an award, only people on the voting board ($% % 7 5} &) who are also
actors may vote. However, everyone votes for Best Picture. In winning an Oscar the movie usually
quickly becomes a favourite and people all over the world know that it is a film that should be
watched.

The Award show itself is also watched for the fashions that the actors and actresses wear while
walking down the red carpet into the theatre. Women get “dressed to the nines” (¢4 i) with
designer dresses, jewellery, make-up and hair that many spend the entire day preparing. In 2001 an
actress wore shoes that cost more than one million dollars! They were made entirely of diamonds.
There are many shows in the United States that just talk about what each star is wearing and how
they look. Every year, the Academy Awards ceremony is a grand holiday not only to actors and
actresses but also the whole world.

Bob Hope #fi) - 7 i

Bob Hope was a master of the stage, film, comedy and even boxing! He supported himself in the
early years as a lightweight boxer named “Packy Easte” and then moved to radio. He sang and
danced in musicals on Broadway ( f 31i[") before moving to Hollywood and getting into films. Some
of his most famous films were with fellow comedian and dancer, Bing Crosby. They were known for
doing “road movies” or movies where the characters are travelling.

During the WWII he was very active with the United States Organization (USO) as a supporter of the
soldiers living and working in other countries. He continued this tradition with each war, up to the
Persian Gulf War, flying to different countries with US troops ( %£BA) and entertaining ( (i e %)
them. Golf was a favourite hobby of his and he played with every United States president from
Eisenhower to George H W Bush.

Like George Burns he also lived to see 100 years of age, dying in 2003, two months after his 100th
birthday. Twice in his older years newspapers and television reported that he had died and even
printed an announcement of death in the paper. Over his life he was awarded four stars on the
Hollywood walk of fame, for radio, stage, motion picture and television work. This is an amazing
accomplishment (% k) considering that most artists in the film industry never get even one! He also
has an airport and city square named after him in Los Angeles. For his work with the USO he was
awarded both a Presidential Medal of Freedom and a Congressional Gold Medal. He never won an



Oscar for his film work or performances but the Academy awarded him five honorary (252 )
Academy Awards over his lifetime for all the work he did for comedy and the USO.

George Burns /x5 - 108y

George Burns was born in 1896 in New York City, the seventh of nine children. He was known for
having a long life and living it to the fullest doing his best to enjoy every moment. He believed that
if one stopped working they would dry up and die, so he never stopped. During his later years he
was more well known and popular than at any other time in his career. '

George Burns started doing comedy at a very young age. In his 20’s he met another comedian, his
partner and wife, Gracie Allan. Together they created a two-person show for television called “The
George Burns and Gracie Allan Show” which was very popular. The success of their show was based
on Gracie playing a “dumb blond (7% 5= 76 Sk i i 4 & 22 IR 4z A)”” and George trying to take
advantage of her. When she died of a heart attack George only became more hardworking, producing
shows as well as staring in films.

In the 1970’s when he was 89 George Burns became a well-known name by playing God opposite
John Denver (who is best known for singing the song “Country Roads ( £ #}#%)” in the movie Oh
God, You Devil. He also created fame by writing a few books and performing stand-up comedy in
nightclubs around the United States. He died forty-three days after his 100th birthday, his last
thoughts being that he will finally be reunited with his wife Gracie.

Mark Roswell 1L - 2 /(K1)

Mark Roswell (Dashan) is probably the most famous foreigner living and working in China. After
studying Chinese for four years at the University of Toronto he moved to Beijing in 1988 and started
school at Peking University. His main reason for moving to Beijing was to experience the language
and culture of China first-hand. Mark became interested in crosstalk (or xiangsheng) while at Peking
University and began to study and perform it on TV and around China. In the late 1980’s and early
1990’s there were very few foreigners in China, which made any “laowai” speaking Chinese very
special. Now when any male foreigner comes to China, most people compare his Chinese to that of
Dashan’s and are sometimes surprised if the man cannot speak it at all. At the end of 1989, Dashan
became a student of Jiang Kun. Quickly he got himself known throughout China and was asked to
do more TV appearances. Now one can see him on TV during holiday shows or celebrations ( ji #i).
In 1998 he was invited by CCTV-4 to host a special show for Peking University’s 100th anniversary.
He also got a chance to perform crosstalk with Niu Qun, a very famous comedian, who also studied
at Peking University.

Nowadays Dashan has become more known for his work in educational programmes, in both
English and Chinese. He also can still be seen on TV but more as a television host rather than a
crosstalk performer. Canada has assigned (Zjk) him as ‘Goodwill Ambassador’ to China, and 7IME
magazine selected him as one of the “Leaders for the 21st Century”. Dashan is famous not just
because of his knowledge of Chinese but because of his love and understanding of Chinese people
and culture.

3 I



Stand-up comedy is special because the comedian is right there in front of the audience
and may talk directly to audience members. (page 2, lines 3-4)
L E IR B, B A B 0 BRI S W Ak e T, T AR AR A k.
audience 4 il $ £ 1al, Fh Wik, WAR”. BIEBEN, shidMesoEs; BEEL A
B, FHiFAHEHEA.
There was a large audience at the pop concert. % {7 3% i< & B3R TIFZWA.
The audience are dressed in a variety of ways, some in suits and dresses, some in jeans.
MARRIZER#NERE, AS B, £, GHUEEFRTFIR.
A stand-up comedian may make fun of an audience member, or he or she might decide to
tell different jokes in response to the reactions of an audience. (page 2, lines 4-6)
BB SRS O3 P A S — WA TR BT A, AT AR 4 0 A% B R B HL I 2SS [ O
(1) make fun of g B “FF-- - BLoE, W7, f:
Nobody likes to be made fun of when he makes mistakes.
BNERAIL T IR AR, .
(2) responseft £ i, RMER “[I%” # “WIRL”, % T 4Hi%in response (to), 4n:
Twice I asked him the question, but he made no written response.
XA (AR R T A L 7 AT T B R
In response to your request, we simply cannot help you.
XFURRYIE R, BATEFR L.
If you hear a comedian telling jokes about the way people behave when they queue up in
lines, ... (page 2, lines 10-12)
AR AVRWT BT 51 A TTEHEBR B A AT A FFBL 22, oo
queue fEA) R {EZD IR, B4 “HEBL”, WIFN@EliAup &, Fm “HEBA (%), fn:
Many people are queuing (up) to buy tickets for the film The Incredibles.
=Many people are queuing (up) for tickets for the film The Incredibles.
VP2 NEHEBA L GEAEZ) Y AR E,
queueih Al fE &R, B 475, KBA”, XEET £ Hline, ¥ WAIEA:
stand in a queue HEPAZEf%  jump the queue fnsE JL, HHERA
If a comedian points to a computer tennis game and says, ... (page 2, lines 15-16)
A RAH AT — A L PR ER I R U e
point to & “F§m 7. 4n:
The needle of a compass points to the south.  $5EG4t45 R EF .
EE: HFoR 48, #5107 MEER, WL fHpoint at/to %, {Hpoint to i 4 I & 245 A 4
AT7 RS point at§ h¥gH LA HAAX K.
He pointed to the door and asked the young man to get out.

fle 41T, AR R A 2.

Don’t stare at or even point at foreigners; it’s impolite.

AEMTENEANE, EAREHEFE; ZHERLR.
point 4 3¢ {1 % F R IE B A :
The teacher pointed out the mistake to the student and told him not to make that again.
EhiAs & TEAERIR, SR ERL.



The satisfactory financial report points to a successful year ahead.
X 3 4 Nl T W B 4 4 7R B — LRV D 2R 4
The news report pointed a finger at the famous film star, who looked down upon his fans.
3 9 1 R T 35 4 1 R X (e o AL 5 '
They have been tripping over chairs, walking into doors, and falling down on stage for
years. (page 2, lines 18-19)
XL ML RIS LECAVIERA: Wi Fokm, mREI] L, R EIESES k.
frptrip & )i, Foh “eE@”, T 1Etrip over/up, FoR B 2B, A
She tripped over a fallen branch in the dark and hurt her left ankle.
TERIE th b — ARBE AR 2L T — 8., 5 T A MER.
The little boy tripped up on the step and began to cry.
INBEAEEH ek T, RTEXK.
trip fE A Ay, ZHEFEREAEIRRY k1T . journey Z 45 M —Hh B B bR T, itravel {E
“Wedr. W BIEERRA AT KA. a0
Nowadays, many people prefer to have a two-day trip at the weekend.
A, RE N EIRAEE R M — ok P R BB & iR AT -
Only a few stand-up comedians have become famous as television and film actors later on
in life. (page 2, lines 23-24)
A A8 2 00 8 0 2RI B ERE R /Y H 1A A B LLRISE A I 2
f)rhlater onhy “fEsk, ifsERbE” BYEE. 4
Later on he learned how to stand on his head.  f5ffh2:4 T -7 .
17 late, later, lately#fy latestffy [X 5 .
a lateg “iB, M~ MER, RIS RN
I stayed up late last night; as a result I was late for school this morning.
WEME FRMER T, FrLAA R B E22RE T .
b laterfyFEE “fak. LU, alfERliasEain. n:
Three days later, people found his body. =K )5, Af1FRE| Tty P4k .
Since we missed the early train, we had to wait for a later one.
BT TRIEE, RIMNAEAETIHE.
c lately hglial, A “ULk, &>, W S5ahiApIsElibER .
It is reported that the bird flu has broken out in some Asian countries lately.
HHkE, RS RBELEM - LERBELET.
d latest /] LA B A iA S 4a i), b BBy, BUL” ; BT, an:
Have you got the latest news about the accident?
TR E] T AL i B B T i B T 52
This is the latest in computer technology. X2 eI EILE A .
One such person is Billy Crystal. (page 2, line 24)
— A Ih B wk o bE R - s e .
A)rpsuch A2, BoA “IBFERY, XA, S84 & fCidany, some, many, all, no %
EAR, WETelMzE G545, ani& Ky, WEFeflza. a:
There is no such thing as a free meal. {5} L&A GRS EXFhiFH.
Who could have advised you to do such a foolish thing? & & (i {3 T X Fh £5 A2

suchif v fEfRIR], Fom “ LRRIN/Fdy, XHERNFEY”.

5 |



If such is your choice, I will do nothing but to wish you a good Iuck.

AR X R VR E R, IRIRER TR IR LA THA T

such# fl LA F — 24015

This children’s centre offers activities like ballet, chess, painting and such.

This children’s centre offers various activities, such as ballet, chess and painting.
AMLEFOIFRF I EE . BEbrRE. SmZ X/ES.

8 Each time, he performs his stand-up routine in front of millions of people when the show is
broadcast live on TV. (page 2, lines 27-29)

Tk E BT A SURL A B i, b S £ S o e A O A T O O A T I R A Y B
FIfREHH .
mrplive &I, Bh “HEISHEE" ; liveth alfEERIE, Xon “BHEHERY”. a0
The club has live music, which is quite different from that in a record.
EAME IR RIS T R, KR T T RABCRMREAS .
3 live, lively, alive filiving 9 [X. 51 .
a livefEEZciaAllt, BT “BlpEER” BES, &F “ER; WA RERY
FRE, DethwAhE.
The cat is playing with a live mouse. X J#f /£ — H & Z R BT
Be careful! This wire is live. 24,0»! X4 &,
A live match can cause a big fire. —## % #9 kLeResE—H K k.
b lively # %R “Azhf0, 4 A2iERY” WEE. a:
The article gave a lively description on South American life.
X R B MU T R AT .
c alive & A, ArlERIEEIE, BAH “HEN.
She was still alive when I reached the hospital. %3 B2k, MiliE#E .
d livingfEf & it BB L 1K, iEEN”. 4
The dead will always be remembered by the living.
T 25 B9\ 7k G2t B 1 B BT R .

9 He hopes to follow in the footsteps of other famous comedians, such as Bob Hope and
George Burns, who lived to be 100 years old and kept working until the end of their lives.
(page 3, lines 45-47) ’
b 7RO ) - BEMTRE - (ABNER O ERIR, W ELHERAIER TS,
i HAEMAE. TEAL.

45 iEfollow in the footsteps of & & “iz-----HIEMK, BT, RUMNEELE
follow in one’s footsteps. #n:
The girl followed in her mother’s footsteps and later became a teacher.
KA AR T M BRSO, Rk T — &8N .
Lifollow #H 3¢ Y ST 15 1L A
You shouldn’t follow your nose to make such a silly decision; you should refer to facts.
URAS BL 1% % A s il X A DB BRI E, PRI IZARE %K.
10 Whatever the reason, research shows that in the end, the English saying ‘Laughter is the
best medicine’ may be true after all. (page 3, lines 55-56)
RA2RE, REYN, RiERS “ERRDY” AR TREEMHE.
’7 EFlafter all2y “JAREERE, HE, iR ER. a:




Of course she caused you a lot of trouble, but after all, she is your younger sister.
A, MRS T A RRIT, (HERTE MR Rk Bk
Hall #1 R HIED A :
All in all, this dress is very beautiful, though we need some small changes in the design.
Bk, XAMTMRIER, BRZ EEA —%/hksh Z.
Above all, make sure you know how to solve this kind of problems. Answers are not important.
RERGR, PR EHEX A H RS TE. ERFAER
11 In an interview, he told us that he is always happy to take on new foreign students.
(page 11, part C)
FE—R R, 2 VR BT UL A B I 0 O T RO S [ 22 A

M

% AUf 3 fohe told us it i}, iithat 5| 519 % 1 M HI A —BIAER, XFRY A
B UL 16 L BLE D& FH . 4n:

The teacher told the students that light travels faster than sound.

L R A R R B LL

(2) siiktake onfEfrh EEA R, WU, A

The factory has opened and is beginning to take on new workers.

T e L, FFIEEBBOR R T,

take on {1y H fth % LB EE A

I’m beginning to regret that I took on the job.  F& I #h a4 < T Xy LIE.

An English word can take on different meanings in Chinese.

— A~ Y3 RE Hh SC AT AR AR R R

Now her hair has taken on a healthy shine. B {£#h Yk & FF 45 2 L H fd AV CEE .

12 Of course. (moves over as if to make room) (page 14, line 10)

MBRTT L., (WE—, HHhAALITFTESLZEH)

M

(2)

as if/as though#& % “LI°F, 4H%, Uik, %515 RIEMNRFEEMNA, AR L
PR R IE S SEIES, AN AR, e niEiEEgAMNm.
Don’t look at me as if I would let out her secret.

MEE, FRIRE MM LAY .

From time to time Mike turned round as though (he were) searching for someone.

G S A AR B, AR AEFRA .

He sat there smiling, as if (he was) lost in happy memories.

fib S Hb A8 LE AR L, D (B UTIRAE EAR A 1L 29 -

He picked up his pen as if to write something. &%, FREZLM 4.

You look as if from the country. {RFE | F{4 2 M ARAT KA -

j4gifmake room (for) 2% “Bsi. ik MEE, Hdroom & A K &id. 5
room 44 3 1) A 15 B A

Please leave room for another person. 24 B4 —/S NG AL T .

There's still room for improvement in your work.  {REY T VEL A tlcdb i 4 3 .

13  You look like you are sitting on an invisible bench. (page 14, line 30)
B LR GRBE—RBIERK R LK.
WAEOiES, HEEEEES, % Hlike fUkkas if/as though, Fox “4ffk. fi#h”, 1{H
ERBHE P E G, HFREEE WA ER,
It looks like snow.=It looks as if it’s going to snow. #F{REFE T,

7 |



7 8

(M) R, RE%RERZIE, H Soften, sometimes, usually, every day, now and then
FARIEEM .
My parents always take a walk in the evening. 3% [} 4 B} % 7E 0 ] & 25 .
I never stay up late, as I have to go to school early in the morning.
BMNANENE, FAHRLBRMRAEL B2,
(2) FZoRBAERINE DL SR A, BBk — A E B .
She lives in a village at the foot of the hill.  #th {3 7E (LI T {9 — ANk F HL..
The Earth moves around the Sun.  #hiBER£e A PHEE .
(3) HFHHE . &HE%ERIBEMN DS, FmkRmzE.
I’1l tell her when she comes tomorrow. s I ¢ sk g I 5 3% 2 25 i b 110 .
You will surely succeed if you try your best. ThR A HHOA .
HEE: EFRRER. g8, BE. BHREIRIEMN DS, 20— E .
She is so badly injured that she will probably die.
R E, RATRESE.
4 MT#F s/, B, RRISEAE A 2E.
Have you read the news report entitled “US President holds talks with British Prime
Minister”?

A AR S E AR R EE AR WRE TS

M TR
(1) FRBAEEERITRR AN ERFERS.
It is snowing outside. It seems we can make a snowman tomorrow.
SNEETE. BRBEMHURATUREEANT .
Listen! Who is playing the piano? Wy, #7EaAREE?
(2) ZoRBLYr BEIEAEREAT B R A 3 1 A AR 3
She is learning French at college at present. i F fif 7F K 2% B 22 3L 1E .
(3) FormkiL i RIS BN I 4a i Zh 1, Sarrive, come, go, leave, meet, move, return,
start, stop %5 ) ia] 1% FH .
When are you starting?  {iR {1 2. -5 5h & 2
He is meeting the manager tomorrow.  {th I} 5 32 B 25 P L T o

(4) 'Halways, forever, constantly %1% Fl, FoRAWIEE IENIE, W& BELIEL G,

IR . B E.

Jim is always coming late for class. 4 Fif S ERT . (RiE)

She is always helping others. fih S22 FEBIRIN . (% %)

{E: agree, care, hate, hear, like, love, mind, remember, see, understand, wish 23 715 B 5 .
i oG 2 S B R & Zh A — e A F kA7t (BABRRAE BIRNEER, AT
MFatfrit. K EbE:

Do you see that high building?  {/RFE WL AR R & A% T 159

The manager is seeing the applicants now. £ H £ 2 LR BR %,
The oranges taste nice. X LuAF% Ik A4 .

He is tasting the tea. i 7E 4 2% .



3 METAA

(1) FTRDEREAAERIFEZMCRE, A SHERBRASBEE TR, ¥5
already, just, lately, recently, yet %5 A< fff i (O I (] R 15 3% HH .

I haven’t finished reading the book yet, so I can’t return it to the library.
KB BEIEE, FEARRDLS EHE.
He has laid the table. fb it s F124F 7. (ALARZIR T)

(2) Tt — Mt ZH4h. ELEFBAERENME, H Eso far, up to now, till now, for a long
time, since, in the past few years % % 75— BE I ] #9:R 15 3% ., 75 al 5now, today, this
month % {45 B 76 75 PN A TRIR TS B, (B4 RE IR 2 o iR i 1 1ok 25 I () 4R TR 0% A
41in 2004, yesterday 4% .

We have studied here for over five years. FNTEEXBEE THEL T .

Up to now, we haven’t heard from her. % 4~ F% 414 AU it I R A5 -

He has written two songs this month. {ihiX/~H E45E TR EHK T .

R SLesdpuEsidkshinl, 4narrive, become, begin, borrow, come, die, fall, find, get, go,
leave, lend, lose, join, reach, start, {EBL7ESZ R, A REfRI R — BBt Al 1Y
WRiEER. b
Harry has got married for six years. (i)

Harry got married six years ago. (1E)
Harry has been married for six years. (IE)

(3) T ] SE A A -, dn:

It/This/That is/will be the first/last/second ... time that ...

It/This/That is the best/worst/most ... +41iq] + that ...

It is the second time we’ve met each other. X RN kWA T .

It is the best film I’ve ever seen. X & 3% BT & 1o Y & 47 19— HR HL 3 .

4 IRTESE AT A
PR SE AT ook — /A i M P h kA, —BESRBIBUIE, JE T RE4RER T XAV ah1E,
SRS ER RS
I’ve been waiting for an hour but she still hasn’t come.
KRELE T 4/, (HEB AR
Aren’t you tired? You’ve been working here all day.

RARDG? (REEXHETT -BXT.

5 MEFTRE SIESER TR XS

(1) BLLESE R 38 JE A WIRI 52 B 3 1E,  see /it 2 i sh (e X BLEE A RN, BLIESE it
PN SR Zh ER e Sk . BB ER:
I have thought it over. &2 % &t TiX 3.
[ have been thinking it over. & —HEHZEXHH.
Her father has taught Maths for ten years.
WA EH T HERE. (RTESE, AELTXARE)
Her father has been teaching Maths for ten years.
KRR E—HAEBRE. (LT L)

(2) BLlESZ R — M RFR— A #se, WBLE St T it A R & A AR R . i
What have you done? {RTF4ft4 17? (IRA—AFAM, L7 = E)
What have you been doing?  {R—HARETH 4?7 (7))
I have waited for you for two hours. & E L% T RIS /M. (SLA—AFK)
I have been waiting for you for two hours. F&ELFERHA /AT T . ( R D)

9 I



Period 1 Warm-up
— . B4 Henry Ground 855 , IR1IB A S ¥ B IEiR

One thing was sure: you couldn’t help liking Henry Ground and his talent for making you laugh.
Henry Ground was, above all else, a joker. When he died, many people attended his funeral (2£%L). It
was a very happy one, a great success. Even the sun shone that day for the late Henry Ground. Lying
in his coffin, he was probably enjoying himself, too. Once more, and for the last time on this Earth,
he was the centre of attention. People laughed and told each other jokes. Everyone had a favourite
story to tell about Henry.

When he was studying at an elementary school, he was such a naughty boy that the teacher
didn’t know what to do with him. One day, some workmen were digging a hole in the road which
was the main one they went to school along. First, Henry phoned the police and told them that some
students were digging a hole in the road, but he didn’t think it was a very funny thing to do. Then he
went to the workmen, and told them that some students had dressed up as policemen and were
coming to tell them to stop digging the hole! Well, you can imagine what happened! Total confusion!

Henry Ground was once having dinner in a beautiful restaurant. When the wine-waiter brought
the wine, he poured a drop into Henry’s glass and waited with a satisfactory expression on his face,
as if to say, “Taste it, you peasant. It’s clear that you know nothing about wine.” So Henry, instead
of tasting the wine, the way any normal person would do, dipped (#%) his thumb and forefinger into
the wine. Then he put his hand to his ear and rolled his forefinger and thumb together as if he were
listening to the quality of the wine! Then he nodded (i 3k) to the wine-waiter solemnly (K8 E 1) as
if to say, “Yes, that’s fine. You may serve it.” You should have seen the wine-waiter’s face!
Everybody was in tears of laughter. However, Henry managed to keep a straight face from the
beginning to the end.

1 People don’t think Henry’s jokes funny. T/F
2 Everyone tried to be happy at Henry’s funeral. : T/F
3 The wine-waiter looked down upon Henry when he first served Henry. T/F
4 Henry laughed together with others after playing a joke on the wine-waiter. T/F

. EBFEARREBEEXASRMARIE)

Do you find it funny to see someone sliding on a banana skin, bumping into someone else round
the corner, or falling down a hole in the road? If you do, you are not alone. Some humour can be
cruel but some people seem to enjoy seeing other people’s bad luck at times. Perhaps it makes us feel
more content with our life because we feel there is someone else worse off than ourselves.

However, some actors can astonish us with the deep feelings that they can inspire (¥Jifl) us by a



character they are playing. Charlie Chaplin was just such an actor. He was born in poverty in 1889
and at that time films were silent. He became famous for using a particular form of acting, including
mime (WEfH) and farce (5% Jil). His amusing silent movies are still popular today. His charming
performance in The Little Tramp (((?ﬁ.?ﬁﬁ)}j is well known throughout the world. He played a poor
and homeless person, who wore larger trousers, worn-out shoes and a small round black hat and
carried a walking stick. This character failed in his life but he was loved by all who watched the film
for his determination in overcoming difficulties and being kind even when people were unkind to
him.

So how did Charlie Chaplin make a sad situation entertaining? Imagine you are hungry and all
there is to eat is a boiled shoe. How would you make eating a boiled shoe funny? That was the
problem facing Charlie Chaplin in one of his most famous films The Gold Rush ({¥#4:iC)). He
solved it by using nonverbal (3F 1% ) humour and this is how it was done. In the film, Chaplin
and his friend are in California in search of gold, but they have been not fortunate enough to find
any. Instead they are caught on the edge of a mountain in a snowstorm with nothing to eat, and have
to boil a pair of leather shoes to deal with the hunger. Sitting down at the table with his plate and
drinking cup, he first picks out the laces (#E7) and eats them as if they were spaghetti (A Fl ).
Then he cuts off the leather top of the shoe, treating it as if it were the finest meat. Finally he tries
cutting and eating the bottom of the shoe. You can imagine how difficult it is to chew, but he seems
to eat every mouthful with great enjoyment. He makes it seem as if it were one of the best meals he
has ever had.

Chaplin produced, directed, and wrote the movies he starred (F ) in. In 1972 he was given a
special Oscar for his lifetime mitsﬁm‘ding work. He lived the last years of his life in Switzerland,
where he was buried in 1977.

ni



Period 2 Reading comprehension

— . IRIBIR Stand-up for your health ;%R FiRZSE

1 A stand-up comedian would do the following EXCEPT once he or she gets on the
stage.
A. talking directly to audience members
B. acting or speaking like a well-known person
C. standing on the stage, smiling or laughing only
D. telling different jokes in response to the audience’s reactions
2 The reason why Billy Crystal has become so famous might be that
A. he has an outstanding ability to improvise
B. he has hosted the Academy Awards eight times
C. he always keeps a toothbrush in his pocket
D. he started practising stand-up as a child
3 According to the article, Bob Hope and George Burns could live longer than usual because they

A. ate well B. kept on working until the end of their lives

C. laughed a lot D. had some special medicine good for them
4 comedy is a type of visual humour. :

A. Observational B. Prop C. Physical D. Impressionist
5 Where are the Academy Awards probably hosted?

A. In China. B. In France. C. In America. D. In Japan.

—. RIBIRIZ Stand—-up for your health!SEE TENERIBE

1" Four types of stand-up comedy and their characteristics

Types | Characteristics
Observational | Making jokes about

’ y’fellmg‘ JObS of people’s“; e m
. a queuel ; making fun of people who

observed in everyday life 5 on a rainy
 day :
o Using the comedian’s body to make | © ‘ chairs; walking
jokes into doors; falling down on stage
Prop Using © to tell jokes i

Impressionist | Behaving like a well-known person .

2 Profile of Bill Crystal

e

Times of hosting the Academy Awards

;Reason for becommg fam, Outstanding ability to *©

| Keeping a ™ in his pocket for
N

Specxal hablt in every Academy A'

Mols ¢ B s Hope and George Burns



