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A BRIEF
INTRODUCTION TO
LONGYAN

Longyan. & political, economical and cultural centre in south-
west Fujian province, lies in the upper Jiulong River valley. Tt is also
a hub of communications linking western Fujian with southern Fu-
jan, southern  Jiangxi  provinee and  cast  Guangdong
Province. Besides it serves as a distribution centre for goods and ma-

terials in the region.

With a population of 438.000. the city has seven administra-
tive townships, cight towns and four neighbourhood communities
under its jurisdietion. The entire area covers 2.677 square kilome-
tres. There are green hills and clear waters everywhere. and it is like
spring all the year round. The average annual temperaturc is about
20°C'. and mean rainfall is around 1.700mm, which make the cli
mate very pleasant and less subject to extremes of winter and sum
mer.

Longyan is a fertile land and is richly endowed with natural re-
sources. The city is known for its mineral and timber products as
well as for the large number of overseas Chinese with Longyan ori-
gin. More than 60 varieties of mineral deposits have been proven, a-
mong which are 400 million tons of coal. 500 million tons of iron
ore, 400 million tons of limestone and 100 million tons of china clay
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(Kaolin) .Both their grade and reserve come first in Fujian -
province. Besides, there are also significant reserves of lead and
zine, manganese, tungsten, marble, quartz, rare carths, granite and
graphite, etc. 68 of the land is covered with forests, and the timber
accumulation has reached 11.68% million cubic metres. 22 big of
small rivers flow through Longyan and exploitable hydraulic energy
amounts to 313.5 megawatts, which translates into 530 million

K. W. H of power generation capacity a year.

The city is geographically situated in the subtropical zone and
abounds with agricultural resources thanks to the mild climate and
rich rainfall. Tt is famous for its picturesque secnery and many his-
torical relics, and the national parks of natural conservation have
earned the title of “green jade on the tropical desert belt”, famed the
world over. Other tourist attractions include Longkong Cave,
Mi. Tianguan, Mt. Lotus, Mt. Zijin, Dragon Gate Pagoda, Huang-
gang Reservoir, Fuxi Greek, Rock hill Park, etc.

In more than a decade since the beginning of reform and open-
ing to the outside world, the economy of Longyan has been growing
rapidly. The rural area has achieved extensive economic
progress. Marked by the completion of ten key Production bases of
fruits, tobacco, timber, cattle, poultry and mushroom, etc. , the
developmental agriculture is taking shape in a quick pace. And the
township enterprises have been making great strides and boasts
14,000 units strong now, playing an ever more important role in

Longyan’s economy.



A BRIEF

As a newly developed industrial city, Longyan has established
a manufacturing and mining system consisting of 2,400 enterprises
with fixed assets exceeding 1 billion yuan. The enterprises in the
system fall into 15 categories including cigarettes, textile, food pro-
cessing, mining, metallurgy, building material, machinery, forest
machinery , papermaking , chemical engineering , coal, power genera-
tion and pharmacy. They can produce more than 200 varieties of
goods and commodities. The scientific and technological research in
the industrial area has also achieved fruitful results with 4 projects
winning either national , ministerial or provincial prizes,and 44 items
winning prizes at the prefectural level. Moreover, 56 products have
been rewarded the title of “top quality product”by departments at or
above provincial level, of which two are national titles and 14 minis-

terial titles.

Longyan is situated at the linking point between Yingtan--Xi-
amen railway and Fujian — Guangdong — Jiangxi highway net-
work. Two local railways pass through the great Longyan area, con-
necting with Yingtan —Xingtan — Xiamen railway by which one can
reach different parts of the whole counntry. Over 1,000 kilometres
of highways in the city area radiate in all directions extending to
more than 90% of the townnships. To cope with the development of
economy, the construction of Kanshi —Mcizhou railway will soon
break ground, and Zhangzhou— Longyan railway is going to be up-
graded technically. The construction work and clectrical wiring of
Banliaoling tunnel have all finished, opening a new route leading to
the Southern Fujian Economic Development Zone. The work to
widen up No. 319 national highway within the boundries of
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Longyan will soon be complete.

Longyan’s newly installed modern telephone switchboard has a
capacity of 50,000 lines and users can easily reach more than 160
countries and regions in the world t(hrough IDD. The city has also
introduced mobile phone, radio paging service, telex, facsimile and
worldwide express mail service.

There are 204 small hydraulic power stations in operation with
a total generating captacity of 18,000 kilowatt in addition to a ther-
mal power station of 24.000 kilowatt in capacity. The bigger
Wananxi Hydraulic Power Station and Shubang Thermal Power
Station are under construction. The former has a capacity of 24,000
kilowatt and the latter 45,000 kilowatt. The total coal production
has reached 2.5 million tons a year. All of the above mentioned
projects have laid strong foundation for further development of the

economy in Longyan.
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