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Unit 1 Greetings and Introduction 3

1. Cultural Information

(1) Greetings
In English, as in Chinese, when people meet and make an acquaintance(D,
they usually greet each other. The purpose of the greeting is to establish or

@ social contact, not to transfer information, so formulaic® expressions are

maintain
often used. Greetings can be done in different ways. This is because different
places or countries have different customs.

In English, people often greet each other with “Hello”. Other forms of
greetings are “Good morning”, “Good afternoon”, “Good evening” according
to different times of the day. Many Americans are not accustomed to being asked
about their private activities like “Where are you going?” or “Have you eaten?”
They would feel very uncomfortable when hearing these questions. To show your
concern, you may ask about their health, for example, “How are you doing?”
“How is everything?” Commenting on the weather is certainly another very
popular form of greetings. English people have a very strong sense of privacy, and
weather is an impersonal topic which suits them well.

When people greet each other, they also address? each other. In English,
there are many different forms of address, which are used for different people, at
different times, and in different situations. The most common form to address
someone is to put Mr. , Miss, or Ms. ® in front of the last name. In a shop or
restaurant, a customer may be addressed as “Sir” or “Ma'am”. ® In formal

@ or “Professor” to address someone

situations, people use words like “Doctor”
who has these titles. But we cannot use the word “Teacher” to address a teacher
as we do in Chinese. We can’t say “Hello, Teacher Wang!” or “Good morning,
teacher!” Instead, we can say “Hello, Mr. Wang” or “ Good morning, Mr.

Wang!” (283 words)
(2) Introduction

When you want two people to know each other, you should introduce

them. For example, if you are with your friends and you meet with someone you
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know, it is always polite to introduce them to one another. Usually the English are
a little formal and they may not go beyond “Good morning” without being
introduced. The Americans are somewhat more casual. They may start a
conversation without being introduced.

In the West, it is common to introduce women before men, old people
before young people and people with higher positions before people with lower
positions. You should introduce a man to a woman, a younger person to an older
person of the same sex; an unmarried woman to a married woman, and children
to adults. When introducing a friend to your boss or teacher, you may start your
conversation as follows: “Mr. Li, may I introduce Zhang, my friend?” or
“Zhang, it is with great pleasure that I introduce you to Mr. Li. ” Sometimes it is
necessary for you to introduce yourself. For instance, at a meeting or interview

you need to let the interviewer or the manager know you, you might say, “May I

”” ”

introduce myself? My name is ... " or “How do you do? I'm . ..
In American culture, eye contact is particularly important. This is especially
true if you are meeting an American for the first time. It is usual to look directly
into the eye.
Most Americans are sensitive® about conversational distance. In normal
conversations, a distance closer than an arm’s length will make them uncomfortable

and they will back up. Therefore, you should not get too close. (276 words)
Words and Expressions

@ acquaintance [ o'kweintans] #. a person whom one knows LN

(@ maintain [ mein'tein] v. to keep up or carry on; continue 4EFFER{EHE; 4ksk

@ formulaic [ formjus'leik] adj. (4R#E) A IR TEHERI A 5 ZIAR

@) address [o'dres] v. to speak to L.----. ViiE, FRIEEL A

® Ms. [miz] n. [45]( =Miss/Ms. /) ot /MA (FITESS IR R B i 4 T
YEZHT)

® ma’am [ mem, mam 55 ik mom ] n. used as a form of polite address for a
woman 1) R A, KA, &4, /MH( XF 15 4 A LERFRIE )

@ Doctor [ 'dokta] n. used as a title and form of address for a person holding the
degree of doctor {4

sensitive [ 'sensitiv] adj. susceptible to the attitudes, feelings, or circumstances
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2. Dialogues

Dialogue A

(Windy and Mary are new college students. This is their first meet on the

campus. )

A: Hello! My name is Windy. Are you a new
student?

B: Yes, I am. My name is Mary. Are you new,
too?

A: Yes, I am. What are you studying here?

o~

: Accounting. What about you?

>

: Engineering. But I may change to economics
later.

: Do they let you change your course®?

: I hope so! By the way, where’re you from?

: Xi’an. What about you?

A: I'm from Shandong.

(A—Windy; B—Mary)

o > =

Dialogue B

(Lin and Susan are second year students studying
economics in Changsha University of Science and
Technology. In the English corner they first know
a new friend Tom, an oversea student from

Australia. )

A: Hello] My name is Lin Tao, a second year
student studying economics here. Are you coming from the United States?

B: No, I come from Australia. I'm studying Chinese. I'm very pleased to make
your acquaintance®.

A Glad to meet you, too. Is this the-first time for you to be in China?
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B: No, I have travelled to Guilin and Kunming before. And I like China very
much. So I come to China to study Chinese.

A: Oh! Why could you speak Chinese so well? I like traveling also. Maybe, we
would go somewhere together.

B: That’s great. Lin, who’s the tall girl Awith long and black hair? I think I have
seen her before.

A: That’s Susan. Susan, let me introduce you to Tom, my new friend coming
from Australia.

C: How do you do? Tom.

B: How do you do? I'm very glad to have this opportunity to meet you®.

C: Oh! Are you the tall boy playing tennis, often in the stadium?

B: Oh, yes! You like playing tennis too. Why are you looking so familiar? Can’t
we sit down somewhere and talk ?

C: Sure. There are some seats over there in the corner.

A: That’s a good idea. Well, we are going to hold a tennis match in our
department. Is it right, Susan?

C: That’s right. We invite Tom to come and play? Is that Ok with you, Tom?

B: That would be fine. When is it?

A: Next Saturday.

(A—Lin; B—Tom; C—Susan)

Notes

(D change course ##E )

@ I'm very pleased to make your acquaintance. (Br. E) {R4F, 1RoEFEINHLE,
@ How do you do? I'm very glad to have this opportunity to meet you. (formal)

(HFRE-RRERERGE) R, REAEPLLINRIR.

3. Practice

(1) Individual Work

In the first English class, English teacher Miss Li would like to know her
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students well. Also you need to know your classmates so that you could help each
other in the coming lessons. Please give a self-introduction. You may tell about
your age, hobbies, families, personality and life experience according to the

information below.

basketball, football, ping-pong, tennis ball, swimming,
dancing, writing, reading, mountain climbing, skating . ..

Hobby be keen on, like, be fond of, develop a good habit of, be good
at, introduce me to a new world, bring myself to, open up for

me a new horizon, become part of my life . . .

nephew, niece, aunt, uncle, grandfather, grandmother,
brother, sister, teacher, lawyer/attorney, government
Family employee, businessman/merchant . . .

help each other in times of need, look after, make a living, earn

their living, keep in frequent touch with relatives . . .

ambitious, self-confident, reliant, diligent, active, quiet,
moderate, optimistic, pessimistic, enthusiastic, benevolent . . .
Personality | isolate oneself from society, be good at, get accustomed to, meet
with difficulties in, get close to, gain experience of society, take
up part-time job . ..

Life

X childhood, teenager, student, adult, etc.
experience

(2) Pair work

(D Work in pairs. You start a conversation by choosing one of the following
openings in Column A. Your partner would give a proper response in Column B.
You may go further into a topic both of you are interested in. You may refer to

the following functional expressions.

t'’s been a long time. How’s @7 Yes, in Paris, to be exact.

everything?
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Fancy meeting you here b. Just fine.
Feeling any better today. . Small world, isn’t it?

. The very person I was after. . What’s up?

What! You again? Very well, then, and you?

Hi! I'm Peter Davis. I'm Linda Smith. Nice to meet
you.

" Say, don’t I know you from 8% Well, I'm not so sure.

somewhere?

Excuse me, have you got a light by Really annoying!

any chance?

9. Sorry to interrupt you, but do you * It’s a real surprise.
happen to know where our hostess

8?7

0. Isn’tit beautiful ? - Sure. Here you are.

. What dreadful weather! ﬁ% What a lovely day!

! May I introduce you to Mr. Li? Nice to meet you, Mr. Li.

). Allow me to introduce myself’; - I'm extremely well, thank you.

Peter Davis.

' Excuse me, haven’t we met How do you do, Mr. Davis?

somewhere before?

. How are you? . Yes, over there with Mr. Davis.

Key: 1—b 2—i 3—m 4—d 5—c 6—f 7—g 8—j
9—o 10—k 11—h 12— 13—n 14— 15—e

@ Take Dialogue A and Dialogue B as examples and make new dialogues
according to the following situations. Try to pay attention to the proper words and

expressions you use in different situations. You may refer to the functional
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expressions given below.

1. You meet an old friend you haven’t seen for a long time in the street.

2. You introduce your classmates to your foreign friends in the English corner.

3. You go to see one of your friends who is ill in hospital.

4. You meet your Chinese history teacher Mr. Qiao on the campus. You are

supposed to be coming from Australia.

Functional Expressions

Greetings
) Good  mormning! /Good
Good morning. / Good )
i afternoon | /Good evening!
afternoon. / Good evening. ) )
9 ) Yes, it’s been a long time /
Greetings Long time no see. )
) a while.
What a pleasant surprise | )
. ) Yeah! / Right!
How nice to see you again. .
It’s a real surprise!
I'm extremely well, thank
Asking about , 1
, Feeling any better today? you.
someone’s H doine? Can't i
ow are you doing? an’t complain.
health 7 . R
Not too bad.
Extremely well, thank you. /
Very well indeed, thank you.
(Br. E.) / Very well, thank
. . . you.
Wanting to How’s everything going for

catch up with
the other
person’s news

you these days?
How are things with you?

How are you getting on?

Everything is extremely well/
quite well” very well, thank
you.

Fine, and you? /Okay, and
you? /Pretty good, and you?
/ Not bad, and you? /So-so,

and you?




