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YONG LE PALACE

——a Treasure House of Splendid Fresco Art

Yong Le (perpetual joy) Palace, formerly called Da
Chung Yang Palace. is located at Yong Le village in the
precincts of Le Cheng County in Shanxi. Hence its
name.

Yong Le Palace was frist built in the Yuan Dynasty.
It was moved to the present site in 1959 to avoid being
submerged by the water of San Men Jia ( three-gate
gorge) Reservoir, which was then under construction.
The palace after the move covers about 86,000 square
metres. San Qing Hall is the biggest hall of the Palace,
with its upturned eaves measuring up to a height of three
metres. The other halls include Long Hu (dragon and
tiger) and Chung Yang Halls, known for their imposing
magnificence. What is specially precious is the eight
hundred-odd square metres of frescoes adorning the walls
of the palace. Most of them are original works done in
the Yuan Dynasty except for a small part, which are #ali-
ing painted in the Qing Dynasty. These exquisite amd
charming frescoes are direct descendants of the marve-=

lous painting tradition of the Tang Dynasty. and as such,

=B

they are invaluable meterial for researching traditional
painting ‘techniques and the social economic life of the
time.

The frescoes at San Qing Hall are lumped under the
name of “Chao Yuan Tu”, depicting nearly three hundred
gods paying their respect to the forefather of Taoism,
Yuan Shi Tian Zun. The figures in the pictures are all
drawn to a height of over two metres, giving the
whole tableau an imposing magnificence. These are
masterpieces of ancient painting noted for their powerful
strokes, bold colours, meticulous design, their delicate
execution of figures and the vividness of the subjects.

The frescoes in Chun Yang and Chong Yang Halls
are of a different style. They are landscapes arranged
serially in form but not necessarily in content. Their
subjects are respectively about the religious activities

such Toast figures as Lu Dong Bin and Wang Chong
Waneg™ The buildings, the officials, the eminent persona-
ges.ane ghe ordinary folks were all drawn from real life,
;oustituting a true reflection of the social life of the
'hnrreen-ﬁnd fourteen-century China.

Yong Le Palace enjoys equal reputation with Dung
Huang in the exquisite art of fresco painting. It is,

theretore, a treasure house of the splendid art.

San Qing Hall
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God of the
Bai Hu Constel-
lation on the
western side of
the south wall
of San Qing Hall

EIEBPRER F 20 K L i
Dong Wang Gong (eastern king) and

Gods of Tai Yi (supreme)on the west
wall of San Qing Hall
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Houtu and Gods
of Fengdu on the

east wall of San

Qing Hall
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Jade Maid-
in-waiting by the
side of Emperor
of Longevity of
the South Pole
in San Qing Hall

=iE b
BE R4 HL R 2
—+/\98

Earth God of
Guo Chen and the
Twenty — Eight
Constellations in
San Qing Hall
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Gods of Thunder on the west
wall of San Qing Hall
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Jade Maid-in-waiting in the fresco on the western
v side of the northern wall in San Qing Hall
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Lunar Comet, Lu-
nar God, Jupiter, Mer-
cury and Venus on
the north wall of San
Qing Hall

ZERH B S IR 5 % B 0 E)
The story of Lu Dongbin in pictures

in Chun Yang Hall
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Copying paintings
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Fresco on the fan-
shaped wall in Chun
Yang Hall——The pic-
ture of Zhong Li Quan
Ferries Lu Yan
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Guan Di
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Wu Men (noon gate)

Temple
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GUAN DI TEMPLE

He was a

Guan Yu is a household figure in China.
great general of the Shu Han in the period of the Three
Kingdoms (220—265A. D).
Guan Yu has livedin the hearts of the people as a legen-

For over a thousand years,

dary hero of extraordinary prowess and resourcefulness,
and a man of great integrity and righteousness thanks to
the popularity of the novel “The Romance of the Three
Kingdoms.” In the past dynasties, especially in the Ming
and Qing Dynasties, he was conferred the titles of “Xie
Tian Da Di” (the emperor who rules joinly with heaven)
and “Zhong Yi Shen Wu Da Di”(the godlike martial empe-
ror of great loyalty and integrity). Shrines were erected
everywhere in memory of him. But the temple that leads
the rest in scale and preservation is the Guan Di Temple
of Yun Cheng County.

Guan Dj
the Sui Dynasty (about 589 A.D.), underwent incessant

Temple was built in the early years of
extensions as each title was conferred upon him through
the successive dynasties, and completely renovated in the
Qing Dynasty. The whole structure is palatial in archi-
tecture, covering an area of 18,500 square metres, and

consisting of two parts; Jie Yi Yuan (the garden of
sworn friendship) and the temple proper, which again
was divided into the front and back yards. There are
pavilions, terraces and halls of diverse shapes and sizes.
The gateways, corridors and the buildings themselves are
artfully arranged with emphasis on order and symmetry,
In the southern part. there are Jie Yi Fang (gateway of
sworn friendship), Junzi Ting (the pavilion for men of
intergrity), etc. in the northern part are the main struc-
tures of the temple, in which one would find Duan Men
(first gate), Wu Men (midday gate), Yu Shu Lou (the
Lou

(spring and autumn chamber), etc.The main buildings of

imperial library), Chong Ning Hall, Chunqiu

the temple are sumptuously structured and exquisitely
decorated. The roofs are covered with tri-colour glazed
tiles and ridge adornments of yellow, green and blue,
which merge harmoniously with the lush green of
ancient cypresses and Chinese wisteriain the garden — a
sober and tasteful charm. And what with well laid-out
flower beds and trees, and the quiet surroundings, the
visitors of the temple would find themselves virtually in

another world.
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Close-up view of Spring &
Autumn Tower (detail)

R AP K PIWCERK R

Guan Yu watching the
painting {Spring & Autumn)
at Spring & Autumn Tower
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Stone—Carved Memorial
Gateway on the east wing
of Guan Di Temple
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Dao Lou (sword tower)
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Duan Men
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carved porch columns
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Stone
at Chong Ning Hall
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Chong Ning Hall




