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Preface

It has been ten years since | started 10 make book plates. Before
1984 | had neither direct contact with, nor special knowledge of that
kind of prints. It was only by chance when | was invited to make a book
plate for the Shanghai Books Exhibition held in Hong Kong that my first
book plate (Plate No.1 of this book) came into being. From then on.
book plates have become a fairly interesting form of my printmaking, and
for ten years that interest of mine has never abated.

An alien artistic form, the book plate, or exlibris, 1s a special kind of
artistic work, combining practical use with aesthetics, pictures with
inscriptions. Meanwhile, book plates are small prints or mini—prints. They
are not of a large size. they are small yet exquisite. With a rich variety of
forms and themes, the nook plate provieds unlimited scopes for artistic
creativity within areas of a few square inches. So the book plate is
reputed to be “the pearl of the prints”™ or “the gem stone on paper” or
“the butterfly on the books™ and so forth.-The book plate 1s a kind of



labels used for reading. caring and collecting books. |1 15 also meant as a
kind of decorative designs for books. It has the same function as the
traditional book seal in China. When you have purchased a new.
favourite book, the pasting of a small and exquisite book plate on the
title page will often add more lustre and value to the. book, and thus help
foster not only your interest in reading it but also your feelings for it

The making. use and collecting of book plates may well be an
aspect of the owner's refined cultural life. The wide and popular use of
book plates will certainly be instrumental to the movement of book
reading activities as well as the construction of spiritual civilization. And
| will be very much pleased if the publishing of this small album of book
plates can serve its intended productive purposes

Keyang

Spring Festival, 1994
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