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Post-disaster Aid Projects for the Quake Area, Sichuan Province
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Under the leadership and support of Jiangsu
Province, Wang Jianguo and An Ning quickly
organized groups which are the backbone of the
School to enlist the post-disaster aid projects for the
quake area in Sichuan Province.
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Guangji Town Master Plan, Mianzhu Country
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Guangji is planned to be an eco-town of
industry and trade.

Recent construction plan: to make full use
of existing facilities and construction, with the
principles and objectives of the reconstruction "the
resumption of production, harmonious life", form a
more reasonable spatial layout to provide a solid 3 A3 AN
foundation for achieving long-term goals. Y e e g = ? 7Y &
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Post-disaster Aid Projects for the Quake Area, Sichuan Province
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Guangiji Village Plan, Mianzhu
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Woyun Village with a north-south road along the hillside, is lying southwest of Mianzhu City, northwestern
of Guangji town. By the combination of existing distinctive industries and good natural landscape, using the
village road, public facilities, production facilities and agricultural infrastructure, planning a system of a village
centre and 21 basic level villages.

Group five locates about 600 meters northeast of Woyun Village. To centralize land, make full use of
land resources and public resources, emphasize infiltration of the natural space, and remodel traditional
village life, planning a structure of "one axis-two area, one centre- double loop”, with the form of growth.
The amount of construction land can reach to 0.85hm? and Per Capita construction land can be 42.33m?
Following the principle “putting people first", residential land is planned in a pleasant place and the residential
design embodies local rural environment and living habits. Residential districts divided by the road, are both
dependent and intercommunicate, to form a homogeneous mainly building layout. Building design uses
the style of white walls and grey roofing tiles, to reflect the local residents' earthiness character and the
surrounding rural landscape as well.
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Post-disaster Aid Projects of Guangji Town, Mianzhu County
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The post-disaster aid projects for Guangji Town
are invested by Kunshan City, including a health
center, a kindergarten, a welfare house, a primary
school, and low-cost flats. The projects are located
in the center of the town, which is the core of the
new town, together with the new town government
and civil service buildings.
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Post-disaster Aid Projects for the Quake Area, Sichuan Province
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The Post-quake Reconstruction Plan of Lichun Town, Pengzhou City
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Lichun town is planned to be an important
part of Pengzhou city's post-quake economy
reconstruction, the industrial and commercial center
town on the border of Pengzhou city, Pi town and
Dujiangyan city and the auxiliary city center of south
town concentrated areas in Pengzhou city.

Recent construction plan: The plan brings up a
thinking of compact layout and rolling development
which based on post-disaster reconstruction plan
and the status quo situation to accommodate the
development requirements of market economy.
So that towns can form more reasonable spatial
layout situation in the near future to provide a
solid foundation for achieving long-term goals. We
should pay attention to increase corresponding
public facilities in the new rural community to attract
population gather up to the new community.
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MURMUR: Chinese Pavilion, La Bienale di Venezia, 2008
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Architect: Ge Ming

Project assistants: Wang Zhigiang, Jiang Menglin,
Han Man, Gao Qin, Liu Chang, Wang Yingzhe
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La Bienale di Venezia, 2008
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Murmur is our response to "negotiation", the theme of the Chinese Pavilion 2008. It's suggestive of the
whispering of various body-installation-architecture objects in the Virgin Garden of Venice, where a new type
of public sphere is formed through the aggregation of tiny voices.

Using steel as the main material, Murmur consists of several empty houses that respond to the
environment collectively. They move around, whispering to each other, gathering in new form before resolving
once again in the collective. It's a stationary presence consists of movement, serving as a memorial to the
national tragedy in May, 2008.

It also speaks to the biennale's theme "Out There--Architecture Beyond Building". Unlike the Masquerade
in the western carnival, it's a collective in the style of the East; unlike the poses in the contemporary visual
societies, it's an embodiment of craft and labor.

It tries to discuss how architecture becomes the boundary condition of the public sphere, how it's
represented in a spontaneous way in public and private spaces. Therefore, Murmur is an alternative way to
discuss the issues of public and private language.

It also asks the question of how architecture can realize its hypothetical value under extreme condition,
how its filtering mechanism works by sifting through parallel disciplines. Therefore, Murmur is a kind of
strategy which is able to respond to different situations.

Murmur is such a language: multi-layered, ambiguous,paradoxical.

State: Uncanny. A special wall suddenly moves silently in front of other four walls before splitting into
seven objects of different shapes, lingering in the garden in pairs. (The process can also be reversed.) Here
the emphasis is not on the de/constructing process, but rather on the tranquil silence when the objects are
"walking" together. The position shifting of them is not unlike the movement of the army array in ancient China
slowed down--a way to express the idea of silence through movement. The background views outlined by the
vertical frame of the objects are constantly changing, while the horizontal metal blocks are always mingled
together: are they seven objects, or just one?

Body: The body enters each objects when the collective manifests itself as a wall, when they part, the
body will be revealed as multiple images through various reflection mechanism. This is not a stage though,
but a way for the body to shift between internal and external characters--an intersection of one's private world
and the real world out there. Here, the bodies become part of the mechanism, real and fake portraits are
moving at different heights, creating the illusion of people being suspended and thus "measuring” the whole
environment.

Material: The iron frame is used to sketch out the boundaries between the objects and the sky. Different
shapes of geometric blocks are made visible by the vertical lines, their reflective metallic surface projecting
the environment as well as the other four walls--whether they are placed in Nanjing, Venice, Mexico city
or New York. The effect, however, doesn't resemble that of glass, it's rather grayish and dim, like the
photograph-like paintings of Gerhard Richter. Is the uneven image simply a backdrop of the real materials, or
the other way around?

Structure: Deadpan. Each of the different shapes and forms has its own complexity: centre of gravity,
axis, type of movement, trajectory, connection type...But the materials used add ambiguity to the objects,
making them indistinguishable unless the "body" enters their sphere. Each component of the objects
can be disintegrated and utilized differently, but they are not to be separated from each other. The frame
is independent, while also serving as the last step in the structural calibration work flow; the base is
independent, but it's only when heavy object is placed on top that the wheels will be able to work together as
parts of a cart.

In fact, Murmur is a kind of daily language. Although often neglected, it is significant for us. It's a kind of
"vocal practice" for us who regard architecture as craft, the murmur among the brouhaha of the contemporary
Chinese architecture scene.
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The School of Architecture of Southeast University (which was renamed National Central University
in 1920-1950, Nanjing Institute of Technology in 1950-1988) founded in 1927, it is the cradle of modern
architecture education in China.

Famous Chinese architectural education pioneers, including Professor LIU Futai, BAO Ding, LU Shusen
etc, have been as director here successively. Famous Chinese architects, such as Professor YANG Tingbao,
LIU Dunzhen and TONG Jun had been teaching here for a long time. Among them, YANG Tingbao was ever
the chairman of Architectural Society of China, vice-chairman of International Union of Architects.

SEU-ARCH is constituted by School of Architecture, Research Institute of Architecture, Research Institute
of Architectural Heritage Protection, the State Specialized Laboratory of CAAD, SEU-UNESCO Geography
Information System (GIS) Center , with the Research Institute of Urban Planning and Design, and the Research
Institute of Architecture Design to form a system of studying and researching. In 80 years, the School of
Architecture has taught and trained nearly 3000 senior architects, including 6 academicians, and 10 Famous
Designers of Architecture and Construction.

1. Subject Development

SEU-ARCH is the national first-class discipline and specialties for doctor degree. In 2001, “Architectural
Design and Theory”, “Architectural History and Theory” were both commented as national key subjects.
In 2007, SEU-ARCH was commented as a national key subject of the first-class disciplines. SEU-ARCH
established “Regional Architecture and Urban Design”, “Construction Technology Integration in the Area Where
the Summer is Hot and the Winter is Cold" and “Application of Digital Technology”, the three major scientific and
technological innovation platforms, forming a scientific and rational arrangement in the subjects and a subject
situation which complemented each other's advantages and jointly developed.

2. Faculties

SEU-ARCH has 3 academicians,16 doctoral students’ supervisors, 2 Distinguished Professors of
“CHANGJIANG Scholars" of the Ministry of Education, 1 winner of “The National Fund for Distinguished
Young Scholars”, 3 scholars in the “Program for New Century Excellent Talents in University” of the Ministry of
Education, 5 scholars in the "Human Resource Development Project” in the province.

Now there is a young and energetic faculties team with the reasonable age structure , broad vision, and
the courage to open up, in which the academicians, CHANGJIANG Scholars, and other middle-aged and
young academic leaders and scholars have been the mainstay. And the school has cultivated a lot of new
scholars who have a great influence on the academic fields.

3. Research Achievements

The main research subjects include: regional architecture, urban planning and design, modern urban
design theory and methods, theory and related technology of urban spatial patterns transition in the context of
high-speed urbanization, application digital technology in urban architecture, Chinese and foreign architectural
theory and heritage conservation, theory and related technology of town environment plan, etc.

Since 2005, SEU-ARCH has assumed and completed various projects of the Natural Science Foundation
of China(NSFC),5 projects of the National Science and Technology Support Program from “11th Five-
Year Plan” supported by the Ministry of Science and Technology, won 2 Silver Award and 1 Bronze Medal
of the National Award for Excellent Design, 8 first prizes and 8 second prizes of the Award of Ministry of
Construction and Jiangsu Province for Excellent Planning and Architect Design. Two scholars won the Chinese
Architectural Education Award, two scholars won the special prizes of the Chinese Architectural Education
Award. Furthermore, the teachers in the school have won the Chinese Architecture Design Award, the Young
Architects Award, the Outstanding Book Award, the awards for domestic and overseas planning and design
competition.The amount of projects, at the national and provincial and ministerial level, is in a leading position
in similar subjects in the country.

In 2005-2007, 54 monographs, textbooks and translated works have been published, 34 dissertations have
been published on highest level academic journals of the same specialities, and 82 on other core journals.
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4. Education

SEU-ARCH has 2 national superfine courses,“Architecture Design" and “History of Chinese Architecture”
1 superfine courses in the province, “Urban Planing”.

Two specialties for doctors were newly added, including “Landscape Architecture” and “Heritage
Conservation” in 2004.

In the national architecture design competitions, the school is always among the best, including the only
grand prize of International Exhibition of Architectural works of Students and Young Architects in the first
Chinese Architecture Biennale In Beijing.

5. Academic Exchanges

6 international academic conferences with wide academic influence have been held here. The School
has established academic relationship with architecture schools from the United States, UK, France, Japan,
Switzerland, Sweden, the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, South Korea, Australia, Singapore and other
countries, and has maintained regular contacts with UNESCO and other international organizations. Also,
the school has established united teaching system with architecture schools of internationally renowned
university, and carried out a number of important international and domestic scientific research and cooperation
projects.



