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Check your comprehension

I Flick through the pages of the book. What sport is
practised by the protagonists of the story?

1) soccer

2) volleyball
3) tennis

4) basketball

2 Where does the story take place?

1) the UK
2) Italy

3) the USA
4) Brazil

A Big Day for Ricki

icki wakes up and looks out of his bedroom window.

It’s a nice sunny morning. The sky is blue. He sits up in

bed and remembers that this is an important day for him.
“Today is the day!” he says to himself. “Today, I'm going to try.out
for the basketball team!”

Ricki’s school, Howard High, has the best basketball team in the
state. They win every game that they play. They also have the best
coach, Mr Bergman. Training with Coach Bergman is difficult and
tiring. He makes the team practice every day after school and twice on
the weekends. He’s a tough coach, but that’s why the “Howard Hawks”
are the best.

All the boys want to be on the team, and today Coach Bergman is
going to ehoose the players for next season. Ricki’s a good player, but
he’s only a junior and there are a lot of senior boys who want to play too.

n icki’s mom interrupts his daydreaming.

“Ricki, time to get up!” she galls from the kitchen.

“Yeah, Mom!” Ricki answers.

He jumps quickly out of bed. He has a shower and goes downstairs. His
father is at the stove cooking breakfast and his mother is making coffee.
“Good morning, Ricki. Do you want two eggs and toast this morning?”

— 4 —



Words

3 Match each word to its picture.

1) tennis
2) soccer
3) basketball
4) baseball

his father asks. “It’s a big day for you, son. You have your team try-outs!
You need a good breakfast inside you!”

“Yes, thanks. Two eggs, please, Dad,” replies Ricki, grinning. “I'm
nervous too!” he adds.

He takes some milk from the fridge and sits down at the table.

“Don’t be nervous, Ricki. You're a good player. I know you’re going
to get on the team,” his mom says, smiling. “You practice enough!”

~




CHAPTER 1

“Thanks, Mom,” says Ricki, “but I'm only 16 years old. Don’t forget,
I'm only a junior. There are lots of seniors who want to play. They
are big and strong.”

Mr Anderson puts Ricki’s eggs and toast on the table. “There you
go, Ricki. Have some orange juice too — you need all your energy
today!”

Ricki eats his eggs and drinks the orange juice.

he doorbell rings and Ricki’s best friend, Tony Caruso, comes in.
“Hi, Ricki! Hi, Mr and Mrs Anderson! Still eating, Ricki?”
Tony asks and sits down next to his friend.

“Hello, Tony. You have a big day today, too!” says Mrs Anderson,
“You're trying out for the team too, aren’t you? Would you like some
orange juice or coffee?”

“Yes, thanks, some juice, please,” replies Tony. “Yeah, we all need all
our strength today! Coach Bergman’s going to be really tough on us
this afternoon!” laughs Tony.

“You and Ricki are both talented players and you’re fitter than
some of the seniors. You're going to do well,” says Mrs Anderson.

“Thanks,” says Tony. He looks at Ricki’s father. “What are you
reading, Mr Anderson? Isn’t that a photo of Howard High School
on the front page of the newspaper? What does the article say?’

“Crime in our high schools is increasing,” quotes Ricki’s dad. “It says
someone broke three windows at the high school last night. They
think vandalism and crime is increasing in schools in our area.”

u t that moment, the phone rings. Mrs Anderson answers it.
“Yes, he is. Just a minute, please. Ricki, it’s for you. It’s Stacy.”
Stacy is Ricki’s new girlfriend. She’s in his class at Howard High. She’s
the prettiest girl in their year and she’s intelligent. Ricki likes her a lot.
“Hi, Stacy!” Ricki laughs. “What? Oh, thanks! We need some luck.
Yeah, see you at school. Bye!”

“Stacy’s a great girl, Ricki. You're really lucky,” says Tony.

Ricki is a bit embarrassed. He doesn’t like to talk about his girl-
friend in front of his parents.

“Uh, yeah, I know, Tony. Your girl, Trish, er... is nice t0o,” he says.
“Listen, we want to go to a movie this weekend. Do you and Trish
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A BiG DAY For RIckI

want to come with us?” he asks.

“Sounds fun! But, we have to think about basketball today, not
movies!” says Tony. He picks up his glass of orange juice. “Here’s.to us!
Today we’re going to play like Michael Jordan!” The boys touch their
glasses and drink.

icki looks at the clock. “Oh! It’s late. We have to go!” he says.
He picks up his plate, puts it into the dishwasher and gets
his bag.
“Thanks! Mom, Dad, see you later!” he calls.
“Bye, honey. Good luck!” calls his mom.
“Good luck, son!” shouts his dad.




CHAPTER 1

A Big Day for Ricki

4 True or false? Indicate T or F.

1) Tony and Ricki are brothers.
2) The boys want to be on the soccer team.

3) Mrs Anderson is Ricki’s mother.

LI T
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4) Stacy is Tony's sister.
5) Michael Jordan is on the Howard High team. l:‘ D

Now rewrite the false statements with the correct
information.

5 Match each character to his or her description.

1) Tony a) a famous American basketball player
2) Coach Bergman b) Ricki’s girlfriend

3) Michael Jordan ¢) Ricki’s best friend

4) Stacy d) the trainer of the school basketball team

6 Match each expression to
one of the pictures.

1) Good morning
2) Good luck!

3) Here’s to us!
4) Goodbye




7 Match each word to its picture.
1) eggs
2) milk
3) cereal
4) bacon
5) orange juice
6) coffee
7) toast

Language COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES

8 Complete the
following sentences
with the comparative

They're bigger and stronger than | am.
You're fitter than some of the seniors.

forms of the adjectives '
in parentheses.

1) She is (tall) than the other girl.

2) He is (short) than the other boys on the team.
3) The girls are (fast) than the boys.

4) Is Stacy (pretty) than her friend Trish?

5) Are they (happy) than their friends?

6) Who is (fat)? Bill or Ben?



Words
)
B E Fﬂ} I Match each word to

its picture.

1) note
2) locker
3)PC

4) e-mail

Socr. hello
hello caper
work t
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Mysterious Messages

icki and Tony get off the school bus and walk towards
Howard High. They’re both very tense and excited.
They talk about the try-outs all the way.

“It’s going to be hard to study today,” says Ricki. “I'm too excited,
and we have an English test this morning, too.”

“Yeah, [ know. It’s going to be difficult,” says Tony. They walk to
their lockers to get their books.

“Hey, Tony! Look,” says Ricki, “there’s a note on my locker door.”
“What does it say?” Tony asks him.

Ricki opens the note and reads it aloud.

“Don’t go to basketball practice today — something bad is going to
happen!”

Ricki looks at his friend, puzzled, “What does it mean, Tony?”

“I don’t know,” says Tony. “It’s probably just a joke. Maybe someone
wants to frighten you. Maybe someone wants to make.the team and
doesn’t want you to come to the try-outs. Forget it, Ricki.”

He opens his locker. A note falls out onto the floor. “Hey, Ricki! I
have a note, too!” he says, surprised. He reads his note to Ricki:
“Basketball is for men, not boys. Don't try out for the team or something
bad is going to happen!”

“Who is sending these notes? Who wants to theeaten us?” asks
Ricki. “I don’t know, but I don’t like it,” replies Tony.

—-10 —



Pictures

2 Look at the illustrations in chapter 2 and choose the
correct answers.

1) What does Ricki find in his locker?
a basketball / their English test / a note
2) How does Tony feel when he finds one too?
surprised / shocked / happy / sad
3) Where are Ricki and Tony in the second picture?
at home / in school / in the street
4) What is Ricki doing at the computer?
checking his e-mail / doing his homework / playing a game

m i, Ricki!” says a friendly voice then, and Stacy Johnson walks
over to their lockers. She is tall, with long blonde hair and blue
eyes. She is smiling at Ricki.

“Hi, Ricki! Hi, Tony! How are you?” she says. She gives Ricki a
hug.

“Oh, hi, Stacy!” replies Tony. “Great, how’re you?”

“What's.the matter?” she asks then, seeing his worried expression.
“Is something wrong?”

“Oh, it’s probably nothing,” says Ricki.

“We found two notes in our lockers,” says Tony. “We think it’s a
joke, but...”

“Can I read them?” asks Stacy. She looks at the notes. “Mmm. I
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CHAPTER 2

don’t think this is a joke. Let’s tell the principal!”

“Hey, wait a minute,” replies Ricki. “We don’t need to do that. I
think Tony is right. The notes are jokes. I'm not seared. Let’s forget
them.” “Ricki, these notes aren’t jokes!” says Stacy. “Someone wants
to frighten you. But why? Okay, don’t tell the principal, but please
tell Coach Bergman.”

Suddenly the bell rings for their first class.

“Time to go,” says Ricki. “Look Stacy, don’t worry. These notes are
nothing. See you at lunch.”

“Oh, okay, see you then!” and Stacy walks down the hall with a
worried expression.

ony and Ricki go to their computer class. They switeh-on their
PC’s before class starts.
“I want to look at last night’s basketball scores,” says Tony.
He goes into the Internet.
“Yeah! The Los Angeles Lakers did it. They won! They beat the
Chicago Bulls!” he shouts.
“I want to ¢heck my e-mail,” says Ricki, laughing.
Ricki types-in the password for his e-mail.
“You have mail,” the computer voice says. Ricki opens up the first
message. It’s from Stacy.

From: Stacyj@hhs.k-12.il

To: Rickia@hhs.k-12.il

Subject: Good luck!

Message: Hi Ricki! Just a note to say good luck today at practice!
See you at school!

Love, Stacy

He opens up the second message.

From: caper@whosemail.com

To: Rickia@hhs.k-12.il

Subject: warning

Message: Don’t go to practice today or something bad is going to happen!

“Tony, look!” Ricki whispers as their teacher comes in. “It’s another
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MYSTERIOUS MESSAGES
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mystery message!”

“Wow, this is weird!” replies Tony. “Who is ‘Caper’?”

“I don’t know. The message doesn’t come from our school. Look at
the e-mail address. Quick! Check yours and see if you have any
messages from ‘Caper’.”

Tony types in his password.

“You have mail,” says the computer voice.

Ricki and Tony look at each other. Tony glicks on the new message.

“Oh my God, it’s from ‘Caper’, too!” he says, opening it.

From: caper@whosemail.com

To: tonyc@hhs.k-12.il

Subject: warning

Message: Don’t try out for the basketball team today.
This is your final warning!

“What are we going to do?” asks Ricki.

“I don’t know,” says Tony. “But I know one thing — these stupid
messages aren’t going to stop us. We're going to go to basketball
practice tonight and we’re going to try out for the team and nobody
is going to stop us!!!”

—15 —



CHAPTER 2

Mysterious Messages
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Check your. comprehension _

3 Choose the correct answers.

1) Who wrote the first e-mail message?
Stacy / Mr Stockton / Caper / Microsoft
2) Where do Ricki and Tony find the first notes?
in their lockers / in their bags / in their books
3) Where do Ricki and Tony find the second note?
in their lockers / in their bags / on their computers
4) Who wrote the mysterious e-mail messages?
Mr Stockton / Caper / Microsoft
5) Who does Stacy want to tell about the notes?
a teacher / the principal / her mother
6) What does Caper say in the notes? :
Let’s have lunch / Don’t try out for the basketball team /
Help me with my homework

4 Who has written these messages? Use the
“From” line to write the name of the sender and
his e-mail address.

I
) To: _ HYPERLINK “mailto:Stacyj@hhs.k-12.il”
__Stacyj@hhs.k-12.il_
From:
Subject: Movie
Hi Stacy,
Do you want to go to a movie this weekend?
2)

To: _ HYPERLINK “mailto:Rickia@hhs.k-12.il”
__Rickia@hhs.k-12.il_

From:

Subject: Practice

Hi Ricki,

We have practice this afternoon at 4:00. Don't be late!
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