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2 Extensive Reading (3)

Words to Know
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Samuel Morse would be proud. The form of communication he pioneered, the
telegram, lives on through that most modern means of keeping in touch: the text message.

Every day more than a billion messages are zapped from one mobile phone to another.
Like telegrams, the length of messages is strictly limited. Some phones even announce the
arrival of a new message with three short beeps, two long ones, and three short ones-
Morse codes for SMS, the name of the most widely used form of text messaging.

But although texting has become commonplace in Europe and Asia, it has failed to
take off in Morse’s homeland, America. Globally, the average number of messages sent or
received each month by a mobile subscriber is now around 30, or one message per day.
Each message costs an average of $ 0.10 to send. In some parts of Asia, such as Singapore
and the Philippines, where large numbers of free messages are thrown in with monthly
pricing plans, the number of messages sent per subscriber per month is as high as 200, but
the figure of America is just seven. Why is such a high-tech nation eschewing texting?

The short answer is that, in America, talk is cheap. Because local calls on land lines
are usually free, wireless operators have to offer big “bundles” of minutes-up to 5,000
minutes per month-as part of their monthly pricing plans to persuade subscribers to use
mobile phones instead. Texting first took off in other parts of the world among cost-
conscious teenagers who found that it was cheaper to text than to call. But in America, you
might as well make a voice call.

Free local calls also make logging on to the internet, for hours at a time, and using
PC-to-PC “instant messaging” (IM), the preferred mode of electronic chat among
American teenagers. Although IM users are shackled to their computers, IM has the
advantage over mobile texting that each message is free.

American telecoms regulations-which encouraged different mobile operators to choose
different, incompatible technologies-are also responsible for the dearth of texting. Only
last year did the largest American operators agree to pass text messages between their
networks. In addition, not all handsets sold in America support two-way texting: many
older models allow only incoming messages. And texting is not included as standard in most
subscription packages, but as an extra for which customers must pay a few dollars per
month. In text-crazed Europe, in contrast, where regulators have imposed a single mobile-
phone standard, all these conditions are met by default and you can be pretty sure that your

message will get through.
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Admittedly, things have improved since the middle of 2001, when American mobile
subscribers sent an average of just 0.3 messages per month. But since a surge at the start of last
year, the volume of messages seems to have leveled off. Still, American operators are continuing
to push texting through tie-ins with reality-TV shows and sporting events, in the hope of boosting
revenues and profits (margins on text messages are higher than on voice calls). They enviously
eye Europe, where messaging accounts for 20% of some operator revenues.

America is not wholly alone in its disdain for texting, however. There is one place in
Europe that, on this matter at least, stands shoulder to shoulder with America. That
country is France.

(564 words)

Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the text.

1. Samuel Morse pioneered the most modern means of keeping in touch: the text message.
Text messaging is very popular throughout the world except in the United States and France.
In Singapore an average mobile subscriber sends or receives 200 messages a month.

The Americans like making a voice call because phone calls are more efficient.

g s W N

American teenagers prefer PC-to-PC “instant messaging”, which has the advantage over
mobile texting that each message is free.

o2}

The dearth of texting in America is also caused by the backward technologies of the country.
7. The volume of messages in the United States is steadily on the increase.
8. American operators are trying to promote texting because it is more profitable.

TextB

Mobile Classroom

Words to Know

acronym / ‘®krenim / n. R H F B %5 R

State-of-the-art mobile phones have been found to be effective tools for tempting
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young unemployed adults back to learning. In a bold European experiment, youngsters in
the Neet category—not in employment, education or training—were lent a range of
portable devices programmed with games and learning materials, and in most cases they
rediscovered enthusiasm for education. About 80% felt the mobile games could help them
to improve their reading, spelling or maths.

The project ended with the largest trials of mobile learning materials and systems
conducted to date, involving nearly 250 young people aged 16-24 in the three countries.
Most were unemployed, many had dropped out of education or were considered to be at
risk of doing so, and some were homeless or travellers.

Jill Attewell, programme manager for the m-learning project, says: “There are many
different ways of learning. The traditional classroom situation doesn’t suit everyone. What
we set out to discover was whether we could use young people’s interest in, and enthusiasm
for, mobile technologies to engage them in learning.”

The findings were very positive, says Attewell, who is also research manager at the
Learning and Skills Development Agency (LSDA), one of five organizations that
collaborated in the project. “It’s clear that mobile phones and PDAs [ personal digital
assistants ] have enormous potential as learning tools and we now have pocket-sized
computers with the ability to deliver learning and provide access to online systems and
services that are very sophisticated.”

“Although the aim was to find out whether this mode of learning worked with the
disengaged, clearly it has huge potential for others as well.”

The project began in September 2001. Its organizers decided that the young people
should be equipped with the most sophisticated kit available, including the hybrid mobile
phone/PDA devices sometimes known as “smartphones”.

There were some initial reservations about lending the devices amid fears they would
be damaged or stolen, or that some recipients would use them inappropriately. It was
decided to trust the participants and this proved the right approach, concludes the LSDA’s
report on the project, Mobile Technologies and Learning. Devices were lent to 216 young

people, 32 of whom were homeless. Six were stolen and two suffered damage.
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Among the key findings of the project was that mobile learning can engage young
people who have been put off by traditional education methods. Two-thirds of the young
people in the trials said they were likely to take part in further learning in the future.
Nearly a third were assessed as having developed a more positive attitude to reading.

Mobile learning was also found to help remove formality from the learning
experience. Mobile learning tools that allowed young people to work together were
popular, but some appreciated the opportunity to learn independently in their own time. It
also helped combat resistance to technology and bridge the gap between mobile phone
literacy and ICT literacy. The devices and programmes helped young people to remain
more focused for longer periods and to improve their self-confidence.

(501 words)

Texting Is No Bar to Literacy

%WWM

It's gr8 news 4 skools. Claims that the explosion in text messaging among children is
eroding youngsters’ literacy skills appear to be unfounded, according to research. A study
comparing the punctuation and spelling of 11 and 12-year-olds who use mobile phone text
messaging with another group of non-texters conducting the same written tests found no
significant differences between the two. Both groups made some grammatical and spelling
errors, and “text-speak” abbreviations and symbols did not find their way into the written
English of youngsters used to texting.

According to the author of the research, the speech and language therépist Veenal
Raval, the findings reflect childrem’s ability to “code switch”, or move between modes of
communication—a trend familiar to parents whose offspring slip effortlessly between
playground slang and visit-the-grandparents politeness. But the study did find that the
pupils familiar with text messaging wrote significantly less when asked to describe a picture
or an event than those who did not use mobiles, potentially fuelling concerns that the
quality and expressiveness of children’s writing could be at risk even if their spelling is not.
The study, conducted at the department of communication and science at City University
in London, comes amid growing concern in some quarters over the potentially damaging
effects of new technologies on children’ s ability to communicate effectively using
conventional means.

According to the mobile telecoms consultancy Mobile Youth, 700,000 (20%) primary
school children own mobile phones and the under-10s are the fastest-growing section of
Britain’s mobile phone market. The leap in the popularity of mobiles and text messaging

among children and teenagers over the past five years has prompted concern that pupils’
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literacy skills could suffer. Texting puts a premium on speed and concision, leading to the
creation of a host of abbreviations and acronyms incomprehensible to the untrained reader,
together with symbols or “emoticons”, such as smiley faces, to express emotions.

Chief examiners reports on trends in public examinations have begun to note instances
of texting language in exam scripts. Some cases—including a 13-year-old Scottish pupil who
wrote an entire description of her summer holidays in text-speak—have provoked concern
among some teachers. But despite widespread speculation there is little research into the
potential influence of texting on children’s writing: According to Mr Raval’s small-scale
study, which focused on 20 youngsters, children have developed an ability to switch
between two forms of language when texting or writing standard English. Pupils were
given a spelling test and conducted two writing exercises designed to replicate situations
where they might normally text, such as describing something they had done the previous
day, held in formal classroom conditions.

Mr Raval said: “The fear that has been put across in the media is that children don’t
understand the need to code switch—that is, switch between standard English grammar for
an exam or essay and what is acceptable when you are communicating on a social level. In
fact, they are capable of that switch, just as bi-lingual or tri-lingual children might speak
English at school and a mother or father tongue at home.” While the text-experienced
children wrote much less than those without mobiles, concision was not necessarily a bad
thing, he argued. “Whether that is a positive or negative effect is up for debate. It
depends on the situation or the subject studied. A science exam might require brief answers
which might not be appropriate in a literature exam.”

(572 words)

Fill in the blanks with the missing information .

Text B
Mobile Classroom
1. The Neet youngsters are those who are in ’ or
2. The project involved nearly young people aged in the three
countries.

3. The aim of the project was to find out whether this mode of learning worked with the
, and the findings were
4. Mobile learning also helped combat and bridge the gap between
and ICT literacy.
Texting Is No Bar to Literacy

5. The findings reflect children's ability to , or move between modes of
6. The leap in the and among children and teenagers over the past five
years has prompted concern that could suffer.

7. Texting puts a premium on and , leading to the creation of a host of
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Srincrease your word power

1. Compound adjective can be formed by combining a noun with an adjective, e. g.
age-old .
Combine the nouns in Column A with suitable adjectives in Column B so as to form

compound adjectives .
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2. Fill in the blanks with suitable words or expressions from the text.
1. She the short haircut for women.
2. He was showing his newly-bought mobile phone to his colleagues when
the boss entered.
3. Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk was the of the 2006 Nobel Prize for
literature.
| couldn’t to my mother yesterday.
The growth of population will start around 2010.
Now such things are and taken for granted.
He is a deep sense of justice.

Many people who formerly backed him now have

© 00 N O O s

The new administration swing between two policies.

10. The cheese looked nice but the smell me.

11. The boy was six, but still couldn’t speak clearly. So his parents took him to see a
speech

12. The disease is spreading, and all children under.5 are



