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PREFACE

Caricature is an exceptional kind of art whose language could be universally understood all
over the world. By way of exaggeration and distortion, caricature communicates sparks of
thoughts through metaphors and implications, so as to arouse wisdom of readers out of laugh-
ter but thoughtful understanding. Since its very beginning, caricaturists have been hammering
at social maladies with their merciless pen. As social development goes on and people pay
increasing attention to their personal life and the changes of the world they live in. caricature
moves closer to the everyday life of common people. Combining more readily with other
artistic forms, it reflects more current social issues by creating works of different styles and
connotations. As a result, it evolves in a direction of diversification and opens up broader
space for its development.

Along with the development of science popularization, science caricature emerged in China
since 1980’s. It’s an innovation of traditional caricature in content, a new method in the form
of art to communicate science and technology as well as to advocate scientific spirits and
thoughts. China Research Institute for Science Popularization (CRISP) got hold of the new
trend of caricature after its establishment and helped strengthen the production, research and
spread of science caricature. It had, with the support of famous caricaturists such as Hua Junwu,
Ding Cong and Fang Cheng, organized some caricature shows under the themes of breaking
with superstition, environmental protection, human resources, and health & sanitation, etc.
Corresponding picture albums, wall posters and reports to the media had also been produced
or published for extensive popularization in the whole nation.

Creativity is common to science and arts, which serves as a well-spring for science caricature,
while the deep-going relation between science and society also provides developing opportu-
nity for its advancement. What’s more, the era of “big science popularization” is calling for
more popular and more high-quality resources like science caricatures. All this inspires us to
choose about two hundred excellent works from caricature shows organized by CRISP during
the past twenty years to form a{ Collection of Chinese Science Caricature Extracts ) , which
is edited by famous caricaturist Miao Yintang. We hope science caricature will keep on devel-
oping and spreading by this publication, better platforms could be built up for more excellent
popular science resources and more and more colleagues and devotors of common interest

would join in on our way in communicating and popularizing science and technology.

Director
China Research Institute for Science Popularization
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