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@ Peking Opera, name given to the popular and traditional theatre of China, perfected in Pe-
king in the 19th century, though its roots go back to about AD 740, when the first dramatic school,
known as the Pear Garden, was founded by the Tang Emperor Ming Huang. A flexible and harmonious
combination of recitation, mime, song, dancing, and acrobatics, Peking Opera drew its material from
well ~known myths and folk - tales and from history, and the libretto provided little more than a frame-
work within which highly trained actors could display their skill. from The Concise Oxford Companion to
the Theatre, adited by Phyllis Hartnoll and Peter Found, Oxford New York, Oxford University press,
1992, p374.

Q@ “HERMANEUF L -EEROHERE, ERUIERNIBEXAHZA
AHWERZAERER, MEX FRESEMAS P8 REHRB SRS — S OBW, T
BRT — PRI AR RLE.” GRECPERM S+ EL L), R(OPERMER), 1§
XZ AR, 1989 4,81 )

® The Chinese theatre, which since the beginning of the nineteenth century has consisted
chiefly of the Peking opera, is, like the Japanese, designed mainly to afford great scope to the actor,
lts produetions are flexible and harmonious blend of dialogue, song, dance and acrobatics on subjects
taken from national history, legends and fiction. From The Theatre A Concise History, Phyllis Hart-
noll, Third edition, updated by Enoch Brater, p235. but it$ so mistake to say that The Chinese thea-
tre like the Japanese.
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