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The origin of the ¢ ration between School of Architecture of Tsinghua University and MIT dated back to the early 1980s when Professor

Kevin Lynch made his first visit to Tsinghua. Later, together with Professor Gary Hack, we established a joint urban design studio which has

continued ever since. At its twenty years’ anniversary, to commemorate this event, I quote Li Bai’ s poem.

A time will come to ride the wind and cleave the waves;
Ill set my cloudlike sail to cross the sea which raves.

— Li Bai: Hard is the way of the world

— Wu Liangyong
June 2006
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Preface |

As the Tsinghua-MIT Beijing Urban Design Joint Studio was initiated

[ was still an undergraduate at School of Architecture, Tsinghua University
When time transitorily came to twenty years later

It has already become a great brand of international collaboration

In the field of architecture education

2005 was the twentieth anniversary of the biyearly Joint Studio

For which the partners planned a special ceremony

Along with the ninth Joint Studio in 2006

Then as Dean of Tsinghua School of Architecture

I got the chance to retrace the evolution of the Joint Studio

Experiencing the birth of the great brand of international cooperation of architecture education ‘r

With great attention to the potential development of architecture

The Joint Studio dealt with in succession a series of key issues, such as
Renovation of the Old City of Beijing

Development of urban periphery

Urban design for transportation center

All of which demonstrate its remarkable academic foresight in disciplinary perspective

With its sustained concerns on the key issues of urban development of Beijing

The Joint Studio demonstrates in its rich outcomes of nine promotions

The rapid urban transformation of Beijing in the past two decades

Which reflect to a certain extent the pace of urban growth of China after its opening-up to the world

The gritty of persistent study deserves admiration of all of us

The international collaboration of twenty years can be regarded as a mega-project

Which crystallizes not only the remarkable brightness and great efforts of the faculty of generations
But also the significant supports and generous sponsors of two universities and the friends concerned
Up to now, the excellent students of hundreds participating the Joint Studio in the past two decades
Have been playing their outstanding generalship in different fields



For the vicennial celebration of the Joint Studio

A ceremony and an exhibition were hold with great success
At Beijing Urban Planning Exhibition Center in May 2006
Which resume the friendly collaboration of twenty years

And build the new platform for the future collaborations as well

In 2008, the Year of Olympic

The Joint Studio will see its tenth promotion just before the Olympic Games

And in 2011, when Tsinghua celebrates its centennial and MIT celebrates its sesquicentennial
The Joint Studio will felicitate its silver jubilee

Hereby, I would like to wish the Tsinghua-MIT Beijing Urban Design Joint Studio
The great brand of international collaboration

A sustained success

Zhu Wenyi
March 10, 2008 at Tsinghuayuan
(Translated by Liu Jian)
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Preface Il

Since the beginning of the joint studio between Tsinghua University and MIT in the summer of 1985, there
have been nine sessions and 23 years. There will come the 10th session this summer. I was the course director
from Tsinghua for the first three sessions, and participated in some following sessions. Now I am retired, but a
lifelong friendship continues.

In April 1984, I was invited by the School of Architecture and Planning of MIT to participate in a seminar of
the East Asian Program themed “Street Life of Asian Cities”. At the seminar, I met some prominent American
figures in urban planning and urban design fields, such as Kevin Lynch, Tunny Lee, Gary Hack, and Michael
Joroff. I also met Mr. Paul Sun, a well-known Asian-American architect, an alumnus of MIT, and inspiration
for the joint studio. After the seminar, I visited Professor Kevin Lynch. In the afternoon of 23rd April 1984, at
his home in Watertown; we discussed the arrangement of his visit to the School of Architecture at Tsinghua
University as a guest professor in November. Unfortunately, only after two days, in the early morning of 25th
April, he died at the age of 66 from myocardial infarction. He was the father of the modern discipline of urban
design and an important design theorist. His death was a great loss to the field and to the joint studio.

In the summer of 1985, Professor Gary Hack, together with Peter Droege and James Richardson, led a group
of more than 20 graduate students for the first visit to China. The studio lasted one and a half months. The project
sites in Beijing, including Shichahai, Guozijian and Haidian. The students’ projects were diversified, creative
and inspiring. The success of the first studio earned us great confidence. Some students even developed their
projects in Beijing into Master’s Theses.

The second session in 1987 was led by Professor John de Monchaux, dean of the MIT School of Architecture
and Planning at that time, and Professor Dennis Frenchman. Later, Professor Frenchman teamed up with
Professor Jan Wampler, and they have been the directors of the studio on the American side ever since.

These two sessions of the studio had very tight programs. Besides the lectures, there were also intense
interactions among students on their won projects and research topics. In the weekends, there were also many
entertainments.

After the success of the first two sessions, we were anticipating an even better one in 1989. However, in June
1989, a political turmoil occurred in China, and our studio was inevitably influenced. One afternoon of the late
May at my home, Professor Wu Liangyong, Professor Li Daozeng and I game a phone call to Professors John de
Monchaux and Dennis Frenchman, informing them that the situation in Beijing did not allow the third session
being undertaken as scheduled. They agreed to postpone the studio reluctantly. Several days later, when ‘6-4’
shocked the whole world, they called us back immediately and asked about our safety.

In the next year, I took a visit to University of Pennsylvania, and I had been asked by the University to visit
Boston and inform our friends at MIT about our situation. Professor John de Monchaux invited me and my wife
to dinner, together with Gary Hack and his wife, Dennis Frenchman and his wife, and other friends. When they
heard things were back to normal in Beijing, they decided to send Professor Gary Hack for a short visit in 1991.



In the next spring, Gary arrived at Tsinghua as scheduled. With my company, he met the leaders of the University
and our school, and we decided to resume the studio . He would return with the American group in 1992. From
then on, the studio was carried on until now, and the tenth one will be in this summer.

I am always emotional when reviewing the two decades of cooperation between these two prestigious
universities in the two most important countries in the world. Even more impressive are the geographical distance
and the cultural differences that this studio have overcome. There are, I think, three basic elements of success.
The first is reciprocity. A few years ago, Dennis told us excitedly that this cooperation earned the prestigious Irwin
Sizer Award for innovation in education. The second is sincerity. Studio work requires a lot of commitments, but
we have always been happy to do it. Only by mutual understanding and unselfish contribution could our studio
lasts so long. The third is friendship. No matter in ups or downs, we are concerned about each other. That is the

most valuable fruit from the two decades of cooperation.

School of Architecture, Tsinghua University
Zhu Zixuan
March 1, 2008
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