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Archives Concerning Western Catholic Missions
From the Early to Mid Qing Dynasty in China

Preface

The transmission of European culture to China between the sixteenth and the beginning of the twentieth
centuries is historically known as Xixue dongjian (Eastward spread of Western learning). During these
four hundred years, Western Catholic missionaries played a significant role in the process of transmission
of culture. The early-to-mid period of the Qing dynasty (1644—1840) represents an important phase in
the development of Xixue dongjian and witnessed the rise and decline of religious and cultural activities
by Western Catholic missionaries, especially the Jesuits, and is truly a key episode in the history of the
Chinese-Western cultural exchanges. '

The First Historical Archives of China currently holds over ten million copies of archival documents from
the Ming and Qing dynasties. Among them many deal with activities of the Western Catholic missions in
China and local Chinese Christian communities in the early-to-mid Qing dynasty. The documents are
mainly from the archives of the Grand Secretariat, the Grand Council, the Secrete Palace Memorial
collection, and the Imperial Household Department. These documents date from the first year of the reign
of the Shunzhi emperor (1644) to the thirtieth year of the reign of the Daoguang emperor (1850). They
include imperial decrees and edicts, memorials and reports to the throne by officials, communications
among ministries, and copies of communications for reference purposes within ministries. Also included
are lists of gifts presented to the emperors by Western Catholic missionaries and original deeds of land and
houses purchased by the missionaries.

Editing and publication of historical and archival materials on the Western Catholic missionary activities in
the early-to-mid Qing period already started at the time of the founding of the National Palace Museum,
predecessor of today’s First Historical Archives of China. In 1932 Mr. Chen Yuan edited and published
Documents on the Negotiations between the Apostolic Legate from Rome and the Kang-hsi Emperor.
Subsequently, such works as Sources on Qing Dynasty’s Foreign Relations and Sources on Religious
Incidents of the Qing Era were published from 1933 to 1948. In recent years the First Historical Archives
of China have also published the secret palace memorials of the Kangxi and Yongzheng reigns and Collection
of Archival Documents on Issues Concerning Macau in the Ming-Qing Period. Included in these
publications are archives portraying Western Catholic missionary activities in China in the early-to-mid
Qing period. The present compilation, however, gathers for the first time such archival materials in one
collection. It is the result of collaboration among the First Historical Archives of China, the Ricci Institute
for Chinese-Western Cultural History at the University of San Francisco, and the Beijing Center for
Language and Culture. Experts from these institutions have sorted and collated the archival documents in



the First Historical Archives of China regarding Western Catholic missionary activities in the early-to-mid
Qing dynasty and now have them published.

All documents selected for this publication are in Chinese and are preserved in the First Historical Archives
of China. Most of them are from the archives of the Grand Secretariat, the Grand Council, and the
Imperial Household Department. And most have never before been included in published collections. In
addition, the First Historical Archives of China also preserve Manchu language archival holdings on
Catholic missionary activities in the early-to-mid Qing period. These materials, however, are not included
in this publication; their sorting, translation into Chinese, and publication are to be conducted in the future.

This publication includes four volumes, and is divided into two parts. The first part consists of three
volumes, illustrating activities of the Western Catholic missions in different places of China. The second
part consists of one volume. All of the materials in this volume are from the record book of work orders in
the Workshop Section of the Imperial Household Department. The contents mainly reflect the tasks and
services the Western missionaries rendered in the Qing court during the Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns.
Documents in both parts of this publication are arranged chronologically according to reigns. For cross-
reference,at the end of the publication there are indices of Chinese names, Western names,place names,
names of officials,and names of gardens and palaces.
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