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Foreword

Foreword

The people now officially classified as Zhuang Ci:) is the
most populous of all the minority nationalities in China, and in-
deed, constitute the largest ethnic group in Guangxi. For more
than a thousand years the Zhuang people not only have developed
indigenous medical practices in various forms, but also have un-
dertaken, following different marketing models, medicine trade
within the region and across the country. We understand that in-
digenous medical culture and trade in traditional medicines in a
region are in varying degrees shaped by the region’s environmen-
tal conditions, and the Guangxi Zhuang region is no exception.
As we often say, the Yellow River gave birth to the culture of
central China, the mountains and rivers in the Guangxi Zhuang
region undoubtedly have contributed to the distinguishing fea-
tures of Zhuang medical and trading cultures.

Zhuang medical practices have drawn attention from a nums
ber of scholars over the past decades. The research undertaken
by these scholars has l(:,d to the publication of journal articles,
chapters and sections in monographs of general history. In recent
years, scholars have moreover completed a monograph focusing
on Zhuang medical history and practices (Huang Hanru et al. ,
Zhuang Medical History, 1998). It must be noted, however,
that the current research on Zhuang medicine has not yet investi-
gated in detail the impact of social and cultural elements on the
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Medical Culture and Trade in Materia Medica in the Guangxi Zhuang Region

creation of different forms of medical practices in the Guangxi
Zhuang region. It is understood that various Zhuang medical
practices are a great achievement of the Zhuang people not only
in scientific terms, but also in their rich social and cultural tradi-
tion. In the part that follows, the social and cultural framework
that contributed to the development of these practices will be
particularly investigated, as well as other issues related to
Zhuang medical culture,

Periodic rural marketing as a significant feature of the tradi-
tional agrarian Chinese economy and the spatial organisation of
Chinese society began to attract scholarly attention in the 1930s.
G. William Skinner and other scholars, including the Chinese
scholar Zhong Wendian, have made important contributions to
the field since the middle of the 1960s (for example, Skinner, G.
W. “Marketing and Social Structure in Rural China, Part I, Part
Il and Part II1”, 1964, 1965). While providing an important
benchmark reference for this study, works written by Skinner
and other scholars have in large part focused on the marketing of
agricultural products and everyday household items, paying little
attention to empirical studies of the marketing and distribution
networks of specialised products such as traditional herbal medi-
cines.

We understand that the market demand for traditional medi-
cines as commodities is much more inelastic than that for agricul-
tural products and everyday household items, and the production
and hence the marketing of traditional medicines are also con-
strained more by environmental conditions than the production
and marketing of the latter. All this raises the question as to

e 2 .



