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Prof. Yan Wenzheng

Prof. Yan Wenzheng was born in 1926 in Puxian County, Shandong Province. At present, he is Chairman of the Art Depa
Qingdao Education College
When Prof. Yan was young, he specialized in painting and the art history of China and the West. In the early 1940

he was
engaged in designing. Ever since 1949, he has been working as a teacher, first in 2 middle school and then in a college, Prof. Yan has a
wide range of knowledge in such fields as oil painting, pastel painting and water—colour painting. His painting style is bold and uncons.
trained, and his paintings are true to life and elegant

Since the early 1950's, his paintings have been published or exhibited in national or provincial art exhibitions. For the past few decades,
Prof. Yan has been devoted to the study of water—colour paintings. And his own water—colour paintings, richly coloured, nature—like,
creative and rich in content, are unique in style and are highly appreciated by people both at home and abroad

Apart from his position as Chairman of the Art Department in Qingdao Education College, Prof. Yan also holds such important
positions as the following
Member of China Artists Association, Honorary Director of Shandong Artists Association, Adviser of Qingdao Artists Association, and
Honorary President of Qingdao Art Academy
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It is really difficult for me, a layman, to write a preface for this Collection of Paintings by a noted artist. But Prof. Yan's fine paintings
are so appealing to me that | can only forget myself and make bold to pick up my pen.

Prof. Yan Wenzheng is a famous artist. For several decades, he has been working diligently to pursue excellence in art. He made a
thorough study of the styles and skills of the European and American artists, and absorbed the essence of traditional Chinese paintings.
On the basis of all this, Prof. Yan has developed his own distinct style of painting and has made a name for himself as an artist. In his
early years, he created many oil paintings, picture posters and wash paintings an such topics as history and real life. In the long years
of his t in fine art g, he has written and published many theses of great academic value.

Prof. Yan's water—colour paintings become famous as early as the 1950's. | have had the honour to see some of them and | have
been deeply moved by his sincerity shown in them. For exampie, the Yellow River Ferry and the Front Sea of Qingdao are spectacular.
true to life and magrificently conceived. He has a very good manipulation of the painting brush, and in his paintings of the scenic spots
in south China, we can find such characteristics of water—colour painting as clarity and limpidity. Prof. Yan and his paintings have a
very good and far—reaching influence on the development of water—colour paintings.

It is said that Prof. Yan's early paintings have been lost. The paintings included in this Collection were created between 1961 and
1991. Though this is not enough to reflect all of Prof. Yan's artistic creation, we can, however, see his painting style and excellent skills.

Prof. Yan is an honest artist, painting and pursuing his studies in an honest style. He has made a lot of contribution to the develop:
ment of art. The publication of the present Collection of Paintings by Prof. Yan will make a happy event in the art circles. While appre-
ciating his paintings, | have written this Preface to express my heartfelt congratulations

Yang Zaimao,
April, 1993
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3.6 A Vegetable Garden
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8.5 Going to Sea




e . 4

9. IUFIVE A Mountain Village







I'. TIKE=2H& . First Rays of the Morning Sun in Beijiushui



