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UNIT 1

the Basketball Twins
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Jordan and Pete seemed to hate each other from the very
minute they met on the badkeball court. They both went to the
same school, but Jordan was in one class, and Pete was in another.
So they hardly ever saw each other—except on the playground, or in
the street, or walking through the halls.

Now they stood face fo face in the school gym, and neither boy
seemed happy about it.

Jordan was the first to speak. “You' re trying our out for the

basktball team, too? You think you’ re good enough to make it?”
e 1.



Jordan asked. “As good as you are, anyway,” Pete snapped back
quickly.

“We' Il see,” Jordan answered, and he turned and walked
away.

Pete was just about to call back Jordan when Coach Allen blew
his whistle.

“Boys, "the coach called out, “over here.”He was standing on
the side of the waying his arm.

All the boys in the gym trotted over to the side of the court.

“All right, now,” said Coach Allen, “you all know about this
new Inter — city Basketball Meeting. We’ll be practisting right here
in the gym. We have two months to build a team. Then we’ll be
sent to play other teams from all over the city. And I think we can
put together a really fine team. All right, let’ s see what you can
do, "Coach Allen said as he threw a couple of basketballs onto the
court.

Jordan, Pete, and the others ran out on the floor and began
taking turns shooting. Coach Allen stood off to the side, watching
each boy carefully. It didn’t take long for him to see that both
Jordan and Pete were going to be fine basketball players.

Both boys were strong and tall—much taller than the other
boys trying out for the ream. Both Jordan and Pete had quick hands
and a soft touch. Each one was a fine playmaker, and each one’s
passes were smooth and sharp.

Coach Allen smiled as he watched them.

After the practice, Coach Allen called to Jordan and Pete.
“Nice going, you two,” he said as both boys trotted up to him.
“With you guys playing on the team, we may just get a crack at the
city championship.”
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But Coach Allen was wrong. There would be no championship
for his team—not the way the practice workouts were going.

Week after week, in practice after practice, Jordan and Pete
would not play together.

“He’s hogging the ball, "Pete shouted.

“Well, why should T feed off to him?”snapped Jordan. “He only
messes up the play.”

“All right, all right, knock it off!” Coach Allen shouted. He
called to the other boys on the floor. “We’ Il take a ten — minute
break,” he said. Then, turning around again, he looked straight at
Jordan and Pete. “Come here, you two,” he said. “Let’s see if guys
can learn the meaning of teamwork. ”

Slowly, the two boys walked with Coach Allen to the other end
of the court. “What’s with you two guys?” he asked as he turned to
face them.

“Nothing bugging us,” muttered Jordan and Pete.

“Don’ t give me that!” snapped Coach Allen. “Something’ s
wrong here and [ want to know.”

“I just don’ t like him, that’s all,” said Jordan, pointing his
thumb at Pete. “Why not? You must have a reason,  said Coach
Allen.

“Well---1 don’ t know---he’s different,” answered Jordan.

“Sure he’s different,” agreed Coach Allen. “He's White and
you' re Black. He has green eyes and you have brown eyes. Is that
it?”

“Well, that’s part of it,” answered Jordan. “But there’s more,
too. Guess he just rubs me the wrong way. I don’t like the way he
talks or the way he walks—or anything about him.”

Coach Allen thought for a seccnd. He knew Jordan got along

~
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well with the other White boys on the team. So did Pete with the
other Black boys. It had to be something else.

“What about you?” he said, turning to Pete. “You’ re going to
give the same, stupid answer?”

“I don’ t think it’s so stupid,” Pete said angrily. “He rubs me
the wrong way, too—he and that gang of his!”

“My gang!” Jordan shouted. “What’ s wrong with my gang?
They' re as good as those guys you run around with, night and
day!”

Coach Allen quickly stepped between the two boys. The were
still facing each other, their hands balled into tight fists ready to
start swinging. Their eyes burned with anger and their faces were
hard and set.

“Cut it out, you two,” ordered Coach Allen, who looked {rom
one angry face to the other. “With those looks on their faces,” he
said to himself. “they could be twins. ”

Suddenly, looking at the two boys so close together, Coach
Allen saw something that he had not seen before. He knew why the
two boys hated each other so much.

“You, Jordan! Sit right here,” said Coach Allen pointing to a
small bench.

“And you, Pete,” he said, turning around. “sit there at the
other end of the bench.”

“You know what I see?” asked Coach Allen, walking up and
down in front of the bench. “I see two boys so much alike they could
be twins.”

“Twins!” shouted Jordan and Pete together.

“That’s right,” said Coach Allen, “and neither one of you is
willing to admit it.”

© 4



He stopped walking up and down. “ You, Pete, you’ re the
leader of you gang, aren’t you ?” he asked.

Pete nodded.

“I thought so. And you, Jordan, I'll bet you're the leader of
your gang, too,  he said.

“Yes,” Jordan mumbled.

“You’re both big, strong guys,” Coach Allen said, “And you’
re both plenty smart. You're both the kind of guy other kids would
follow.”

Jordan and Pete looked at each other quickly, and just as
quickly looked away.

"1l tell you something else, too,” Coach Allen went on. “You
both could be very good players. Pete, you' re one of the best
natural shooters 1’ ve seen, and you, Jordan, you’ re one of the
finest playmakers 1’ ve coached. It won’t mean a thing, if you boys
can’t learn teamwork. You’ve got to accept the fact that you may
be different outside, but inside you’ re very much alike. That’ s
where it really counts.”

Coach Allen locked down at the faces of the two boys. The
didn’ t seem quite so angry any more. Then, Coach Allen turned
and walken away.

Jordan and Pete watched him walk down the court to the other
end of the gym where the rest of the team was waiting.

Then, slowly, Jordan turned his head and looked at Pete.
“Alike, huh? " he said, "Like twins, huh?” Then he began to laugh
softly, first, and then louder and louder.

At the other end of the gym, Coach Allen heard the laugher of
the two boys and sighed to himself. The, he started to laugh, too.
“City championship,” he said, “here we come!”
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. gym

.snap

. coach

. trot

. guy

. crack
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. thumb
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. stupid
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nod
mumble
kid
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UNIT 2

The Ways to Quick Learning
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For years, experts had believed that an individual’ s ability to
learn was a fixed capacity. During the last two decades, however,
leading psychologists and educators have come to think otherwise.
There is increasing proof that human intelligence is expandable.
With proper skills people can actually improve their learning ability.
Here, gathered from the ideas of experts across the country, are
some proven ways to increase your learning ability.

1. Look at the whole picture first. When reading new,
unfamiliar material, do not plunge directly into it. You can increase
your comprchension and retention if you scan the material first.
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