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Greetings and Introductions

Greeting is a way of being friendly and polite to someone. It is
also a way of starting a conversation. Because different countries may
have different customs (X44) and habits, there is a great difference in
greetings between Chinese and the British / Americans.

In English-speaking countries, for example, people often say “How
are you?” as a greeting. This sounds like a question about one’s health,
but they don’t expect the person to tell us about his health. When they
reply, he or she usually responds by saying “I’m fine, thanks.” If he or
she is not feeling well, he or she can just say “Not very well, I'm afraid.”
A simple reply like this is enough.

How do Chinese greet each other? Chinese people often greet
each other like this: “Have you eaten yet?” (iz THIE?) “Where
are you going?” But in English, such expressions might lead to
misunderstanding. The British / Americans might regard these as
an invitation to a meal or an invasion of their privacy. They don’t
recognize them as Chinese greeting.

When people introduce themselves to one another, it is important
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to know that there are some cultural and social differences. In meeting
someone for the first time, the best way to behave is to make an
introduction politely as is usually done. Do not ask personal questions
immediately.

Generally speaking, the British are a little formal. They usually shake
hands when they meet people for the first time. Americans are always in a
hurry. They do not always shake hands upon meeting strangers. They often
just smile and say “Hello” or “Hi”. To Americans, such an informal greeting
really means the same thing as a formal handshake. Besides, they often use
first names upon meeting people for the first time. They may even start a
conversation without being introduced.

Immediately after introductions are made, there is usually a period
of time in which impersonal or trivial (Bif#f), AEER) subjects are
discussed. This type of conversation, called “small talk” (%), is
important because it often helps to maintain conversations and it can lead
into interesting discussions. Usually speakers initiate (FF4f;) a small talk with
such questions as: “Do you live in this area?” , “How do you like living
here?” or “What are you studying?” It is also common for people to ask,

“What do you do?” which means “What is your job?” but it is uncommon
and considered impolite to ask, “How much money do you make?” or

“how much does your house cost?” Other questions such as: “Are you
married?” or “How old are you?” (to an adult) are generally considered too
personal for initial (#JYKAJ) meetings.

In an introductory meeting, maintaining a conversation is easier
when two people find that they have something in common.



[ PartI D1alogues } e

Directions: Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with
the words you hear.

Dialogue 1

A: Hi, John.

B: Hi, Mark. How are you doing this ___ ?

A: Fine. And you?

B: __ good. How about a drink tonight?

A: :

Dialogue 2

A: Hi, Gary. How are you doing? I haven’t seen youfor .

B: Fine. I've been a lot this past year.

A: That sounds

B: Not really. I miss the of home.

Dialogue 3

A: Jack, have you my friend Judy before?

B: No, I don’t we’ve met.

A: Oh, then let me introduce you to her . Judy, this
is my friend, Jack.

C: Hi, Jack. I'm to meet you.

B: How do you do? It’s nice to meet you.
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: Dialogue 4

A: Mr. Smith?

B: Yes.

A: I'm Miss Green from Miller’s . How do you do?
B: How do you do? to meet you.

A: I’'ve got a car waiting outside to take you to your

; B: Thank you very much.

A: My . This way, please. Did you have a trip,
Mr. Smith?

B: Yes, it was very nice.

A: Is this your first trip to the States?

B: Yes, it is.

A: Well, I hope you’ll your stay here.

: B: I'm sure I will.

[ PartII Spot Dictation |

Directions: In this section you will hear a recorded passage.
You are required to fill in the blanks and answer the following
| questions. The passage will be read two times. Now the passage

will begin.
Tom was a little boy and lived next to an old lady, who
happened to be . Tom’s mother said to him:

“Tom, be a good boy and go next door and see how old Mrs. Brown is.”
i Tom went. Soon he came back and told his mother: “Mrs. Brown is very
angry with you. She says it’s of your business how old she is.”

1. What may Tom have said to Mrs. Brown?

; A. “Mrs. Brown, my mother wants me to see how you are.”

B. “Mrs. Brown, my mother wants me to see how old you are.”
C. “Mrs. Brown, how old are you?”

D. “Mrs. Brown, how are you feeling today?”

2. What might Tom’s mother do when she heard what Mrs. Brown said?
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A. She took Tom to apologize.

B. She scolded Tom very angrily.

C. She punished Tom for being rude.

D. She wondered why Mrs. Brown should be angry.

3. Why was Mrs. Brown so angry? (Write down your answer.)

b

Useful Sentences and Expressions ]

P

Greetings

. How are you doing?

. How’s it going? (How are things going?)
. How are you today?

. How have you been?

. How are you getting on?

. Long time no see. iFA AR N,,

. How’s your family?

N N R W N =

Responding to Greetings

1. Fine, thanks. And you?

2. Just fine. / Not bad. / Very well. / Great.

3. As usual.

4. Just so-so. —fi, BRIRKE.

5. Nice / Delighted / Glad / Pleased to meet you, too.
6. Just call me Bill. ’

Asking for Personal Information
1. What do you do for a living?
2. Where are you from? / Where do you come from?

Introducing yourself
1. Hello. My name is Bill. I come from U.K.
2. Allow me to introduce myself. I'm Gao Ming, the new sales

manager.
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Introducing someone

1. Susan, I"d like you to meet Mr. Jones.

2. Joe, I'd like to introduce my friend Jack to you.

3. This is my friend Lucy.

4. Let me introduce, this is my friend Linda.

5. It’s my honor (pleasure) to introduce Mr. Johnson, the new sales
coordinator (4% ) coming from the headquarters (&.3F).

6. Hi, ladies! May I have the honor to introduce Mr. Kent, the head
of department?

7. Hello, Jane. Have you met my cousin Joey?

8. Hi, Diana. Come and meet our new supervisor (_|:5], F4) Mr.
Andrew Davis.

Responding to an introduction

1. Pleased to meet you. / The pleasure is mine.

2. Glad to meet you.

3. It’s very nice to meet you.

4. How do you do!

5. Hi, I’ve heard so much about you.

6. I am very glad to have the opportunity to meet you.
7. It’s a pleasure to meet you.

8. Oh, I'm expecting you.

& [ Background Notes j

Pidgin English and Chinglish
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