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The Center for Hellenic Studies, Peking University, was established in the
year of 2000 under the sponsorship of Captain Vassilis C. Constantakopoulos
and his family. The Center is the only major academic institute in China for
advanced study of all disciplines that concern Hellenic history, culture and
social development. Organized and coordinated by the Center, modern and
ancient Greek courses are offered to students at Peking University and those
from other colleges. More than twenty books, either translated or written by
Chinese scholars, have so far been published through financial help given by the
Center. Students who are interested in working for their post-graduate degrees
in the field of Hellenic Studies may apply for scholarships from the Center and
win opportunities to study in Greece,

Hellenic Civilization , a series of five books written by distinguished Greek
and other Western scholars is a recent project organized by the Center. The
series covers the whole process of Hellenic history from early Greece up to the
present, inclusive of the Classical Period, the Hellenistic World, the Byzantine
Empire and the modern evolution of Greek society.

On this occasion, we would like to express sincere gratitude on behalf of my
university to Captain Vassilis C. Constantakopoulos and his family who have
been supporting the Center with their generous gifts, and to the members of
the Embassy of the Hellenic Republic in Beijing, particularly Ambassador
Michael Cambanis, Mrs. Elena Avramidou and Mr. Euthymios Athanasiadis.
All of them, and numerous other Greek friends, have been making great efforts
in helping us to sustain and expand the activities of the Center.

Professor Peng Xiaoyu, Ph, D.
Director, Center for Hellenic Studies
Peking University, Beijing, China
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