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Pale Male is a hawk (&) with a red tail. A hawk is a strong
hunting bird. He kills small animals, including other birds, for
food. This hawk is called Pale Male because the front of his chest

N




is almost white. Pale Male is the first hawk
known to have moved into New York City.
The bright lights and noise do not seem to
worry him.

Pale Male built a nest(&)on the side of
a tall building across the street from Central Park, an area of na-

ture in the middle of the city. People who live in the building pay
as much as 10 or 15 million dollars for their apartments (£ 52).
Pale Male lives there for free. Many who watch him say he is a
smart bird to do what he has done.

People who love to watch birds have been observing Pale
Male for almost 10 years now. They have watched him raise
about 20 young hawks. Pale Male has had four different mates
(AC{A) in that time. His mate now is a young female that bird
watchers call Lola.

Bird experts say Pale Male is a very good father. He catches
food in Central Park and brings it back to the nest for his chicks.
He also is very good at helping his young hawks learn to fly. He
does this by flying slowly past the nest as he carries food. The
young hawks see the food and want to follow. They begin jump-
ing up and down, moving their wings.

Bird watchers know when this is about to happen. Day after
day, they watch the nest from across the street. They watch for
the first flight of the young hawks. They usually begin watching
at five o’clock in the morning. They take pictures.

These watchers got what they wanted recently. One of the
young hawks jumped from the nest and fell for several meters.
Slowly, he spread his wings and flew out over the trees of Cen-

tral Park. Moments later, a second young hawk followed.
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Tell True or False.
1) No bird is known to have lived in New York City before Pale

Male.

2) Central Park is an area of nature in the middle of New York
City.

3) People bought an apartment so that Pale Male could live here

for free.
4) Pale Male flies slowly past the nest carrying food in order to

teach the young birds to fly.
Answer the following questions.
1) Why is the bird called Pale Male?
2) What did the bird watchers want to see?

m for free %% m observe v. ME; M

Vocabulary
Builder @B . L LT

m Pale Male is the first hawk known to have moved into New

York City. 21 2 R A1 0 55 1 5 51 41 29 1 0 1

® Many who watch him say he is a smart bird to do what he

has done. £ W51 A UEiX B 19X RE AR BEBH .

® Bird watchers know when this is about to happen.
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First, the spotted owl (B i J# 3k /& ) was in danger because
people cut down trees in the Pacific Northwest. Now it’s in dan-
ger from a new enemy, the barred owl (4 B 7 3k /& ). Barred
owls have been moving to the Northwest from the eastern part of
the United States. Stan Sovern has studied spotted owls. Now
when he calls for spotted owls, barred owls are starting to ap-
pear. Sovern threw a mouse on the ground, and a barred owl
grabbed it.

Scientists have learned that spotted owls start to disappear
when barred owls come. Some barred and spotted owls have
mated and produced babies. One spotted owl was killed by a
barred owl.

Ten years have passed since the government began protecting
the spotted owl. People were forced not to cut down too many
trees on some government land. No one is sure how the arrival of
the barred owl will change laws that protect spotted owls. The
barred owl likes to live in the deep forests where people like to
cut down trees. The barred owl will likely keep moving to the
Northwest.

Further notes:

Barred owls are about 17 inches long and have wings almost
four feet. These owls have dark eyes. Their feather is a mixture
of white, light yellow, and brown. They live on mice, small an-
imals, fish, and snakes. They usually hunt for food in the morn-
ing or in the evening but will hunt on cloudy days.




